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ss, ae Men 
S ° | MODEL 546 
p e Cc ! ad Combines laboratory efficiency with the 


greatest value ever offered in full-size 
S U ~ R EM E oscilloscopes! Complete with built-in 

horizontal and vertical amplifiers. Util- 
izes the full-size 3" screen cathode ray 
FEATU RE S tube. Used for measurements of A.C. 

Wave forms, frequency, phase, tube 
characteristics, hysteresis, hum distor- 
tion, A.C. peak volts, overload of A.F.or 







RETURN SELECTOR 


SWITCH. This important ex- I.F. amplifiers, vibrators, transmitters, 
clusive SUPREME Floating etc. Use with R.F. Signal Generator for 
Filament circuit allows the visual alignment work. 
tester’s filament supply to be Dealer’s Net Cash $ 95 
connected to any two or even Wholesale Pri 59 
three filament terminations re- OISSAIS ETICE. ..-seeceece 
gardless of their positioning. Or, $6.50 cash and 10 monthly 
payments of $5.95 
METER. This Super-Sensitive When we say that this model is a serviceman’s dream 
meter is available on Models come true, we mean just that. Imagine having five tests 


for every tube PLUS nineteen additional ranges and 
function of .2 to 1400 A.C. volts in four ranges; .L 
ohms to 20 megohms in five ranges; .2 to 1400 A.C, 
volts in four ranges; .2 to 1400_A.C. volts in four out- 
put ranges PLUS an Electrostatic capacity leakage test 
ona neon bulband PLUS an Electrolytic filter capacity 
leakage test on a “‘Good-Bad” English reading scale. 
A complete, quality tube tester and set tester in a space 
10% in. x 5 in., weighing only 16 Ibs. at this new 
low price! 

Dealec’s Net Cache Prtee «o.oo ccsdcccscccscs. $49.95 
Or, $5.50 cash and 10 monthly payments jof $4.95 


$51, 541 and 502 at $5.00 
extra cost. 


BRONZE PANELS—OAK 
CASES. Each SUPREME in- 
strument is housed in the dis- 
tinctive Oak “‘lifetime’’ case 
with genuine bronze panel. 





WESTINGHOUSE—SU- 
PREME METERS. Each metet 
is built to laboratory standards MODEL 551 Analyzer 


/estinghouse. . : ; ‘ 
by Westing " This extraordinary new model is not only a ‘set tester’ 


but provides a method of making voltage, current and 
resistance readings directly from the tube socket with- 
out removing the chassis from the cabinet! Analyzes 
all voltages from 0.2 to 1400 volts A.C. in 4 ranges 
and 0.2 to 1400 D.C. volts in 4 ranges at 1000 ohms 
per volt. Three D.C. current ranges of 0.2 to 1400 
volts A.C. Self-contained ohmmeter circuit measures 
0.1 to 20 megohms in 5 ranges. 20 functions and 
ranges in all! 

Dealer’s Net Cash Price ........ oo 00003895 
Or, $4.25 cash and 10 monthly payments of $3.86 


“ISO—GRAD” METER CIR- 
CUIT. Supreme uses a patented 
circuit which makes possible 
evenly divided A.C. voltage 
readings. 


FREE REFERENCE POINT 
SYSTEM. Makes possible cir- 
cuit readings from top of the 
chassis. 





Sold on Supreme S.1.C. Terms—The World’s Easiest Installment Terms 
Write for Literature Describing Complete Line 


SUPREME INSTRUMENTS CORP.., Greenwood, Miss., U. S. A.’ 





Export Dept., Associated Exporters Co., 145 W. 45th St., New York City, N.Y. Cable Address, LOPREH, N.Y. 
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How a Jip got Fom a Good Jot 



















THERE'S OJC IN GERUNY 

THE TENTH FOREIGN 

STATION TONIGHT. RADIOS 
CERTAINLY FUN. 








NOT $O GOOD BILL, NO, TOM, IVE BEEN TOO BUSY 
BUT fM STILL PLAVING MAKING GOOD MONEY OUT OF 
WITH RADIO. HAD RADIO LATELY TO PLAY WITH IT. 
DJ C LAST NIGHT, 
tS RADIO STILL 
YOUR HOBBY TOO? 





YOu HAVE THE SAME 
CHANCE TOM. ABOUT 
AWYEAR AGO I SHOWED 
You A BOOK FROM 
WATIONAL RADIO INSTITUTE 
TELLING ABOUT THE 
OPPORTUNITIES AND 
FUTURE IN RADIO, ANDO 
HOW OTHERS HAD SuUC- 
CEEDED THROUGH THEIR 
HOME TRAINING, WELL 
t EWROLLED. 

























YOURE SURE LUCKY, BILL. 
INOTICED YOUR NEW CLOTHES 
AND SNAPPY CAR.! THOUGHT 
YOU HAD INHERITED A 
MILLION. 
































































1M DOING SWELL IN RADIO, 
MARY ‘AND 1 ARE TO BE 
MARRIED NEXT MONTH, 
RADIO IS MORE THAN:A 
PLAYTHING. ITS A BIG 
BUSINESS AND GROWING 
FAST. TAKE MY TIP AND 
GET INTO RADIO NOW, TOM / 

















OH, TOM, 1TS WONDERFUL 
HOW FAST YOu'VE GONE 
AHEAD IN_RAD/O, WE 
NEVER Lo HAVE 
GOTTEN SJARRIED ON 
WHAT YOU WERE 
GETTING BEFORE. 


OUR WORRIES ARE 
OVER. (mM MAKING GOoD 
MONEY NOW, AND THERES 
AFUTURE AHEAD FOR US 





















$3,500 a Year in Own Business 


“After completing the N. R. I. Course I be- 
came Radio Editor of the Buffalo Courier. 
Later I started a Radio service business of my 
own, and averaged over $3,500 a year.”—T. J 
TELAAK, 657 Broadway, Buffalo, N. Y. 





$10 to $25 a Week in Spare Time 


“I am making from $10 to $25 a week in spare 
time while still holding my regular job as a 
machinist. I owe my success to N. R. I.”— 
WM. F. RUPP, 203 Front St., Conshohocken, Pa. 


GET MY FREE LESSON 
on Radio Servicing Tips 


I will prove that my training is 
practical, money-making information. 
that it is easy to understand—that 
it is just what you need to master 
Radio. My lesson text, “‘Radio Re- 
ceiver Troubles—Their Cause and 
Remedy’’ covers a long list of Ra- 
dio receiver troubles in A.C., D.C., 
battery, universal, auto. T. R. F., 
superheterodyne, all-wave and other 
types of gets. A cross reference 
system gives you the probable cause 
and a quick way to locate and rem- 
edy these set troubles. A _ special 
section is devoted to receiver check- 
up, alignment, balancing, neutral- 
izing and testing. Get the lesson 
Free. No obligation. Just mail 
coupon. 





















] THEN 8 CAN MAKE . you CERTAINLY | { WLR.} TRAINING 
OR MAKE Gooo oR 
REAL MONEY “ 


MONEY IN ANY ONE KNOW RADIO 
SERVICING 



















CERTAINLY PAYS. 


OF THE MANY MINE NEVER i\ 1 JUST STARTEO 
JOTHER NEW AND SOUNDED BETTER | / A FEW MONTHS 
/ GROWING BRANCIES iets . ~ AGO ANO 1M 
7 | OF RADIO. 1M GOING \f ? 


ALREADY MAKING 
TO SEND FOR j GOOD MONEY 
. THAT FREE BOOK 1 if , IN MY SPARE 
JOB IN A 9 1 RIGHT Now / 4 in” ae SCs 
BROADCASTING = 

STATION 
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}. « « . Iwill train you to start 
a spare time or full time Radio 
service business Without Capital 


















me, 


Many Radio Experts Make 
$30, $50, S73 a Week 








Do you want to make more money? e le use 0 ii . £. Smith, President 
made many opportunities for you to H ve a spare time or full time Rad National Radio Institute 
service business of your own. Three out of every four homes in t I ; Established 1914 
States have Radio sets which regularly require repairs, ser ing, 1 
etc. Many sets are old and will soon be replaced by new models. I al vice 
all types of Radio sets—to start your own Radio service b ess and | j t , 
time while learning. Mail coupon for my 64-page book. It’s FREI 

Get Ready Now for a Business of Your Own and for Jobs Like These 
Broadcasting stations employ engineers, operators ana 
Spare time Radio set servicing pays as mt as $200 1 
jobs as much as $30, $50, $75 a week M ny Radio 
time or part time Radio sales and service busine 
employ testers, inspectors, foremen, engineer ervicemer 
Radio operators on ships get good pay and see th 
aviation, commercial Radio, and loud speaker systems 
for the future. Television promises many good job 
have good jobs in all these branches of Radio. BR 


book, Mail the coupon. 
Many Make $5, $10, $15 a Week Extra in Spare 


Practically every neighborhood needs a good spare 
day you enroll I start sending you Extra Money 
you how to do Radio repair , Wo how to 





cash itr 
your training, I send you plans and ideas that have ¢ i g 
time money for hundreds of fellows. I giv ye spec Rad « " - =; —_ 
ment for conducting experiments and building circuit wl t “~ . 
illustrate important Radio principle My Training give you % . 
practical Radio experience while learning eo 

Find Out What Radio Offers You—Mail Coupon Now & 4: 
Mail the coupon now for my Free Lesson : ok Cs 
*“‘Rich Rewards in Radio.’’ Both are free to : ~ . 
16 years old. My book points out Radio’s f 
and full time opportunities, and those 4 
Television; shows my Training in Radio ar 
vision; tells about my Money Bac Agreerr 


shows you letters from men I trate red, 

what they are doing one ooraiee Find out 
Radio offers YOU! MAI THE COUPON in 
envelope, or paste it on - ‘penny postcard—NOW! 





J. E. SMITH, President os es 
NATIONAL RADIO INSTITUTE “ge cS a he” 
Dept. 7KX, Washington, D. C. - 
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NOVEMBER RADIO-CRAFT— 
RADIO 
VOCATION NUMBER! 


Facts and figures show that radio facilities are rapidly 
being expanded into numerous fields. Radio program 
reception and transmission, public address, and electronics 
all have been put to new uses. The innumerable money- 
making possibilities of these 3 major fields will be evident 
to the radio man who reads the technical and semi-techni- 
cal articles in the forthcoming November issue of RADIO- 
CRAFT— — 


—on the newsstands October |. 
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MANY OPPORTUNITIES 


FOR THE 


COYNE TRAINED 


RAO i © M AN 4 


Are You Ready fora Better Job-More Pay? . 

Don’t be an untrained man. Let me show you how to get your start . , | Spt. Sa 

in Radio — a fast growing, live money-making industry. 4 
Prepare for jobs as Assembler, Inspector and Tester—Radio Sales or 

Service and Installation Work—Broadcasting Station Operator— Wire- 

less Operator on a Ship or Airplane or Sound Work — HUNDREDS 


OF OPPORTUNITIES for a real future in radio! 


12 Weeks of Shop Training 


We don’t teach by book study. We train you on a great outlay of Radio, Television 
and Sound equipment—on scores of modern Radio Receivers, actual Broadcasting 
equipment, Television apparatus and Sound Reproduction equipment, Code and 
Telegraph equipment, etc. You don’t need advanced education or previous experience. 
We give you— RIGHT HERE IN THE COYNE SHOPS — the actual practice and 
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experience you'll need for your start in this great field. And because we cut out all 
useless theory and only give that which is necessary you get a practical training in 12 
weeks. Mail coupon for all facts about my school and training methods. 





TELEVISION o-¢PUBLIC ADDRESS 





Television is sure to come as a commercial industry. Rapid progress is now being made in 
developing this new field. It will offer opportunities to the man who is trained in Radio. Here at 
Coyne you learn Television principles, and work on actual Television equipment. Public Address 
Systems offer opportunities to the Trained Radio Man. Here is a great new Radio field which 
is rapidly expanding. Prepare NOW for these wonderful opportunities! Learn Radio Sound 
Work at COYNE on actual Sound Reproduction equipment. Not a home study course. 


SEND FOR DETAILS OF MY 


“PAY AFTER 
GRADUATION’ PLAN 


Mail the Coupon below and I'll tell you about my “Pay After 
Graduation” Plan which has enabled hundreds of others to get 
Coyne training with very little money. On this plan you can get 
your training first, then take 18 months to complete your small 
monthly tuition payments starting 5 months after you begin 
training. Not a home study course. 

Mail the coupon for all details of this “Tuition Payment Plan.” 


PRACTICAL WORK 


at COYNE in Chicago 

ACTUAL, PRACTICAL WORK. You build and service radio sets. 
You get training on real Broadcasting equipment. You construct 
Television Receiving Sets and actually transmit your own Tele- 
vision images over our Television equipment. You work on real 
Sound equipment. You learn Wireless ting on Actual Code 
Practice apparatus. We don’t waste time on useless theory. We 
give you the practical training you'll need for your start in Radio 
—in 12 short weeks. If you desire code, this requires additional 
time for which there is no extra charge. 


Mail Coupon Today for All the Facts 


H. C. LEWIS, Pres. RADIO DIVISION Founded 1899 


Coyne Electrical School 
500 S. Paulina St., Dept. 77-8H, Chicago, Ill. 


ELECTRIC REFRIGERATION 
AIR CONDITIONING 
AUTOMOBILE ELECTRICAL WORK 


Instruction now included at no extra cost. Here is your opport unity 
to learn these valuable allied lines without extra tuition charge. 


PART TIME EMPLOYMENT TO 
HELP YOU “EARN WHILE LEARNING” 


If you are short of money and need part time employment to help 
pay for your room and board while 
training, my Employment Depart- 
ment will help you get a part time job. 


GET THE FACTS 


Don’t let lack of money prevent 
your sending in the Coupon. Mail 
the Coupon today and I Will send 
m you the Big FREE Coyne Book 
full of FACTS. 





"4 : 


ee ee ee 
H. C. LEWIS, Pres. % 
i Radio Division, Coyne Electrical School 
q 500 S. Paulina St., Dept. 77-8H, Chicago, III. 
Dear Mr. Lewis:—Send me your Big Free Radio Book, and all 
{ details of your ““Pay After Graduation”’ Plan including valuable 
rT instruction in Electric Refrigeration, Air Conditioning and Auto- 
mobile Electrical Work. 
: Dat adebvncduktetdeicesiedeoeténce sue <aeute 
i Ce hte eed dade ecceveesseustesednaeare : 
an ccc ccknebeseossececcctttcscceccntene 
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THE NEW RIDER MANUAL 





Greatest ae DVA N ICE S ALE 
EVER GIVEN A RIDER MANUAL 


Never has a Rider Manual had the enthusiastic reception 
which Volume VIII enjoys—even before its publication. 
Never have the advance orders been so great. This is the 
resutt of FIRST: The tremendous and ever-increasing popu- 
larity of Rider Manuals. SECOND: Technicians’ recogni- 
tion of the thorough planning which has gone into this 
latest volume. for, this is NOT just: another volume; 
RATHER it is so complete and so well laid out that it 
actually represents a great forward stride toward the perfect 
Manual. 


To deliver the same degree of completeness which has 
characterized other Rider Manuals it was necessary to 
make Volume VIII over 1600 pages. Think of it, over 1600 
pages chock-full of dependable information which will 
make the radio serviceman's work easier and more profitable 
—and at no increase over the price of Volume Vill And— 
in spite of today’s rising costs of publishing, each copy of 
Volume Vill will be supplemented with an additional 


VOLUME VIII 


“HOW IT WORKS” 


A new “plus” service for Rider 
Manval users. separate section 
which goes with every copy of Volume 
Vill and describes the Technical 
Features, both mechanical and 
electrical, that servicemen must 4 
know to repair the modern set with d, we sugg 
Aut tic F y Control sys- 
tems and motorized tuning devices. 
You will find this section of great valve. 








| 





MANUAL 


Volume Vill contains more than 1600 pages of circuit information 
on receivers produced by over a hundred different manufacturers. 
Auto-radio receivers, home receivers, inter-communicating systems, 
public address amplifiers, electronic musical instruments, etc., are all 
covered. As to the completeness of the information and the models 
# your comparing it with any other service 
now offered. Compare the replacement parts list, the alignment 

Compare it for convenience in use, of anything else 
which would have a bearing on its value to you. 


invaluable section entitled ‘How It Works."’ This separate 
section meets the current need for special technical infor- 
mation on the modern radio set—outside as well as within 
the actual radio circuit. Motorized tuning—special auto- 
matic frequency circuits—these and other mechanical as 
well as electrical kinks and innovations of the modern set 
must be understood if the serviceman is to work on the 
better sets—which pay the bigger profits. 


Of course, you need all the preceding volumes of 
Rider Manuals which cover receivers issued between 1920 
and 1937. Check your Rider Manuals with the list below 
and order any missing volumes when you order your Volume 
VIII covering the 1937-1938 models. 





Vol. Vill .$10.00 . . . 1937-38 Vol. IV. 7.50...1933-34 
Vol. Vil... 10.00. . .1936-37 Vol. iit 7.50...1932-8 
Vol. Vi. 7.50 ...1935-36 Vol. . 7.50... 1931-2 

Vol. V....7.50...1934-35 Vol.l ..7.50... 1920-31 











TWO SECTIONS 


INDEX 


Check this easy to follow index. 
See the tr of sets 
and models covered. Note, too, 
that this Index proves what we say— 
“that information on every set is 
instantly found."’ A time saver and 
a convenience for you. This Index 
of about 118 pages covers all eight 
Rider Manuals and goes with every 
copy of Volume Vill. 





JOHN F. RIDER, Publisher, 1440 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 


PLACE YOUR ORDER TODAY 
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** Takes the Resistance out of Radio’”’ 
PUUDADUAAAEDLASASAEADADUAEAALAAUALUAOEAEDERELLELOAEROGERELNOEALANANOEDOOODLDOOEDSEDOOEEDUONEEEEAUOERDDUANEL) SOAEDOOEDADUOOSEONAEDUONAODEDOAELENEETDOOEELOGOOONENSCLTOORSISOOEOUEGETOTOOERLOOALIOOEEOOL IGGL LERORSSEDOUOOOOEO NSD ASOEETOOCSUODORDEDOESLOONORUDEDAEDOEOE NOOO DOODOOOOOEDI OCOD DO NEAOOLOOR ODED ERtaaS 


Editorial Offices: 99 Hudson St., New York, N. Y. 


HUGO GERNSBACK, Editor Vol. IX, No. 4, October 1937 
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MARCONI 


An Editorial by HUGO GERNSBACK 


N JULY 20th, there died in Rome, Guglielmo Marconi 
who may turn out to be the greatest radio figure the 
world has ever seen. 

Marconi . . . wireless . . . radio, all are used 
synonymously and you cannot very well think of wireless 
or radio without the accomplishments of that indefatigable 
genius who was the first to capture the public’s imagination 
by an accomplishment, which in the early years of wireless 
well nigh bordered on the miraculous. 

Marconi no doubt will go down in history as one of the 
race’s great benefactors, as great or greater than any other 
benefactor who ever lived. The debt which the world owes 
to Marconi is staggering—if you figure only one single result 
of his accomplishments—the saving of tens of thousands of 
lives which would have perished in the sea and otherwise, 
if it had not been for Marconi. 

But the saving of untold lives is only one of the things 
that the world is indebted for to Marconi. The wireless, 
later the radio age, has brought to life not only a huge 
industry, but has brought all humans closer together, has 
made rapid communication, particularly between fixed and 
mobile stations, a possibility and lately in broadcasting has 
given the human voice wings such as it never before dreamt 
of having. 

Yet great as Marconi’s accomplishments are, he was not 
the pure inventor type of man, although his name is fre- 
quently linked with the word “inventor.” Without trying to 
detract from Marconi’s greatness—there could be nothing 
further from my mind—Marconi was really not the man 
who invented wireless or radio. He admitted this freely in 
his own lectures. The credit for the original invention belongs 
to Heinrich Hertz, who, long before Marconi, investigated 
in pure scientific terms the electro-magnetic waves, and 
indeed to Hertz belongs the honor of being the real Father 
of Radio. 

Hertz it was who in his laboratory actually transmitted 
and received wireless signals. By means of a spark coil he 
let loose into free space wireless waves. For a receiver he 
merely used a small loop of copper wire and observed a small 
spark which appeared between the two open ends of the 
loop every time the key of the transmitter was depressed. 
These experiments were made by Hertz while Marconi still 
was a boy, but, Hertz was a pure physicist and had little 
imagination. Marconi, reading of Hertz’s experiments, 
promptly started to experiment on his own behalf, and soon 
he had a wireless transmitter and receiver going on his 
father’s estate in Bologna, Italy. Even Marconi’s “coherer” 
was not his own invention, but Branley’s. Others before had 
noted that loose metallic filings in a glass tube became con- 
ductive to the electric current when exposed near the wave 
effect of a spark coil or high-power induction coil. 

As for the elevated aerial used by Marconi, this also was 
not an invention of his own as Nikola Tesla had already 
patented a wireless system years before the youthful Mar- 
coni began his own experiments. It was Tesla too, who seems 
to be the first to show the use of an elevated conductor for 
inter-communication purposes without wires. 

All of this should not detract anymore from the glory of 
Marconi’s accomplishments than the parallel facts that Edi- 
son was not the original inventor of either the electric light, 
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motion picture or other inventions usually accredited to him. 
Neither Marconi nor Edison were pure research men who 
discovered new principles and used them. 

Why then Marconi’s greatness? It is one thing to discover 
an important and record-making discovery, but it is quite 
another thing to find a practical use for it. The two, as a 
rule, have little relation, and it is usually the man with the 
imagination, and the hard-working experimenter who, knov- 
ing certain principles, applies them to practical use. If it had 
not been for Marconi, Hertz’s discovery might have lain 
dormant for decades, but the highly original experiments 
and the terrifically hard work coupled with boundless en- 
thusiasm which Marconi applied to a well-known princip! 
gave him the credit which rightfully belongs to him. 

And let no one think that it was all easy and that wirele 
communication sprang into life overnight. It was always 
hard work in the face of an incredulous world. Indeed, aft 
his first experiments in Italy were successful, the Italian 
government in their shortsightedness would have nothing 
to do with Marconi’s “contraption” as they termed it. Th 
made it necessary for Marconi to go to England and con- 
tinue his experiments there. Soon his signals had reached 
across the English channel to France, and from then 01 
wireless communication required no further proofs of 
practicability. 

But still wireless in those days was very crude and far 
from universal. In the meanwhile Marconi surrounded hir 
self with good technical talent; he also knew where to g 
needed finances, and finally he availed himself of every new 
invention that came along to make his system more practical! 
While he devised many radio circuits, he did not himself 
discover the fundamental tuning principle, yet he improved 
existing methods of tuning—syntony—as it was then called, 
and soon it became possible to operate many wireless stations 
without too much interference from each other. 

But Marconi was not content. He never rested on his 
laurels. He always was a modest worker who gave credit 
to whom credit was due, and the honors for dreaming about 
trans-Atlantic wireless and the courage to actually start 
experimenting with it in the face of an incredulous world, 
certainly belong to Marconi. It should not be forgotten that 
it took a tremendous amount of courage and belief in himself 
to think that a new and untried system of transmitting 
electromagnetic waves over almost 2,000 miles of curved 
ocean surface was within the realm of even a remote 
possibility. That took more than courage. It was really a 
supreme heroic gesture, and it is probably for this one out- 
standing accomplishment, more than any other, that the 
world is paying homage to the dead inventor today. 

In his later years, Marconi again was responsible for 
great improvements in radio communication, particularly 
in the shortwave range and his final researches in the micro- 
wave field which hold great promise, were cut short by his 
untimely death. 

Marconi was truly an international figure, and if there 
is one man who ever trod the earth, who is entitled to have 
a monument erected in his honor in every civilized country 
on the globe, that man without a shadow of a doubt is the 
illustrious Marconi. 
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Phote—Consulate General, 


Kingdom of Yugoslavia 
Nikola Tesla, wizard of high-frequency electricity 
and prophet of radio, was honored on his 80th 
birthday by his native land, Yugoslavia, with the 
stamp reproduced above. (The characters in the 
right vertical column spell his name in the 
Serbian alphabet.) 


RADIO PROVED 
AIR NECESSITY 


B' its use, as well as by 
its absence, radio last 
month again showed 
strikingly its paramount importance in 
the development of modern travel. 
Again a flight was made over the Pole, 
with continual ground communication; 
two great boats (both illustrated at the 
bottom of page 199) made the first 
trip of what will develop into regular 
commercial transatlantic schedules, with 
radio as their safeguard—and a famous 
aviatrice disappeared into the silence. 
Amelia Earhart and her navigator, 
Capt. Noonan, may have met some 
disaster in which radio could not 
have helped; we do not know. But they 
did wilfully discard a standard ship set 
which, if they had been living, and 
known the code, could have brought re- 
lief straight to them from the Navy, 
equipped with directional finders operat- 
ing on this frequency. It seems still 
doubtful whether any messages were 


actually received from them; and on 
July 19 the search was abandoned after 
17 days of feverish excitement. 











America's Ladybird No. | shown at the controls 
of her famous "flying laboratory"’ in which (minus 
the 500 kc. radio installation, after leaving Miami) 
she and her navigator Captain Noonan flew into 
the great mysterious silence of the unknown. 
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THE RADIO MONTH 


It may be that short-wave apparatus 
will be developed, and generally adopted, 
to facilitate distress calls; but its very 
range militates against its being heard 
by the nearby relievers—and, in that 
waste of water around the islands lately 
visited only by eclipse observers, the 
most powerful of apparatus would have 
been none too strong for a call for help. 


WAR ON “GYP” 
MIDGET SALES 


AIDS were made, simul- 

R taneously, last month by 

the District Attorney of 

New York, on a group of dealers, 

charged with selling midget sets to 

which well-known nameplates had been 

attached. A New York law specially 

prohibits the practice. During the pre- 

ceding weeks, the Federal Trade Com- 

mission also had issued orders to stup 
imitation of radio set makes. 


A HUNDRED YEARS 
OF RADIO? 


N estimating the period be- 

| tween first conceptions of 

famous inventions and 

their reduction to practice, a recently- 
publicized report from Washington 
gave the average period as 176 years, 
and that for radio as 70 years. It is true 
that communication at a distance is a 
very old idea. (At one time, it was sup- 
posed that 2 needles magnetized to- 
gether would be “sympathetic” and that 
one would turn as the other did, at any 
distance. This was disproved by Sir 
Thomas Browne, who showed that the 
effect could not be obtained, even in the 
next room.) It is also true that induc- 
tive effects were observed during the 
early 19th Century, but not explained. 
However, the first conception of radio, 
as such, came with Hertz’ experiments; 
and within 10 years, Marconi had made 


RADIO SETS IN EUROPE, 27,719,925 Jon.11937 
GERMANY NEW SETS LICENSED IN 1936 
GREAT BRITAIN 3,145,000 













8 167,957 


FRANCE 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
ITALY 
NETHERLANDS 


DENMARK 


SWEDEN 


944.487 
POLAND 
677404 


Figures of International Broadcasting Union, Geneva, 

show Europe Licensed 3,000,000 new radio sets last 

year. The proportionate growth was greatest in 

countries like Greece, which more than doubled 

the number. (Spain and U.S.S.R. omitted, and some 
colonies included in the total.) 
























the first practical demonstrations. Tele- 
vision (by wire) as a concept preceded 
radio some years. 


LOWER RATES FOR 
CHEAPER TUBES 


INCE the freight rates on 

% radio tubes were fixed in 

1934, there has been a 

“reduction in the value per pound of 

glass tube shipments. while the value 

per pound of metal tubes has also grad- 

ually reduced since their introduction”, 

the R.M.A. announced last month; and 

for that reason it has applied for a re- 

duction in rates on this classification cf 
goods. 
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Sovfoto—via North Pcle-Moscow plane 


Photograph of the northernmost radio station in the world, UPOL, Lat. 90 deg. North. It was established 

exactly at the North Pole but, since it is based on ice drifting in the Arctic Ocean, it changes position 

slightly from day to day. Behind the black (to pass the heat rays, and afford best visibility to airplanes) 

station tent with Soviet emblems can be seen aerial masts, wind-driven generator, and other tents 
of the party. The station operates on amateur 20- and 40-meter bands at 1900 and 2130 GMT 
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IN REVIEW 


velopments. 


Radio is now such a vast and diversified art it becomes nec- 
essary to make a general survey of important monthly de- 
RADIO-CRAFT analyzes these developments 


AUUELDUNUUNOUALOALAOUESUAQEOLEOOGUGU SEO EDOEGORAHEOEOT AGEN ENED EN AUNT EAHA EAE AANA AANA and presents a review of those items which interest all. 














Photo—Westingheouse (Co. 
The new antenna of WIXKA (Boston) is unique in 
being used simultaneously for receiving, while 
broadcasting on ultra-short waves. It is grounded 
to the Bradford Hotel sign, as a lightning 
surge protector. 


RADIO ALARM 
WORKS 


IRST instance in which 

F kca. new automatic ra- 

dio alarm served an Amer- 

ican vessel in distress occurred last 
month when an emergency signal was 
received by the Ensley City from the 
Sandgate Castle’s newly-installed auto- 
matic alarm. Charles J. Pannill, presi- 
dent of Radiomarine Corp., was in- 














Photos—The Aeroplane (London) and Marconi's 
Wireless Telegraph Co., Ltd. 
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formed the alarm had worked perfectly. 

As previously stated in Radio-Craft 
(April 1937, “SOS Robot Threatens 
Radio Operators”), commercial opera- 
tors have not taken very kindly to the 
new idea. 


SOVIET INSTITUTE 
FOR TELEVISION 


ELEVISION in the Soviet 

Union is somewhat be- 

hind the stage reached in 
the United States, Germany and Great 
Britain, it would seem from an an- 
nouncement, last month, that its trans- 
missions are with 120-line mechanical 
lens-discs; but with the setting up of 
an Institute of Television officially, and 
the dispatch of engineers to study for- 
eign methods, considerable advance can 
be expected soon. It is estimated that 
the Soviet Union has now 3% million 
receiving sets, typically of the 4-tube 
variety; and 400 amateur transmitters. 


MUSICIANS 
AGAINST DISCS 
AND PICKUPS 


NOTHER “headache”, of 
A the kind so common, is 
promised to the radio 
industry by the ultimatum issued last 
month by the American Federation of 
Musicians that it will strike against the 
“indiscriminate” use of phonograph 
records or transcriptions at broadcast 
stations, and also to prohibit its mem- 
bers from furnishing music to be picked 
up for broadcast by radio from places 
outside the studios. The deadline for 
action was set at Aug. 14. The action 
is stated to be the reaction of musicians 
to increasing unemployment, and their 
blaming “canned” music for the con- 
dition. 


RADIO PLAYS 
IMPORTANT ROLE 
IN PIONEER TRANS- 
ATLANTIC FLIGHTS 


HE two great flying ships 
TT stan‘America Clipper 
Ill”, eastbound, and the 
“Caledonia” of English Imperial Air- 
ways, westbound—on July 6 crossed the 
Atlantic simultaneously, preparing the 
course for commercial 1-day travel be- 
tween Europe and America. They 
passed, midway in flight, and exchanged 
radio greetings and weather informa- 
tion, while invisible to each other. Right, 
the “Clipper”, and an operator at the 
radio equipment; left, the “Caledonia”, 
and her radio equipment, more fully 
shown. 
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Transpolar flights are now becoming the regular 
thing. Radio communication, maintained over the 
course, adds greatly ?t their ertainty. Radio 


apparatus being set up in the cabin of the ''ANT-25 
—the radio compass is seen ahead 


DRAMATIC 
PROGRAM CAUSES 
ERRORS 


HILE the ingenuity of 

W:: vrram directors is of 

great interest when ap- 

plied to current events in a realistic 
manner (Shakespeare did it on the 
stage), it nevertheless causes much mis- 
apprehension from listeners who hear 
but a bit of it. Such a program, last 

(Continued on page 247) 
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Singer testing pitch of her voice by observing wave- 
form on cathode-ray screen of resonoscope. 








SOME OF THE USES OF THE 
NEW "ELECTRONIC 
MUSIC ROBOT" 


(1) Facilitates tuning reed and string 
instruments not only for fundamental 
notes but for all octaves. 


(2) Each instrument in a band may be 
tuned to produce new ensemble effects. 


(3) Singers may actually “see” and 
quickly correct errors in pitch. 

(4) Broadcast stations use this 
to quickly pitch musical groups. 
(5) Music teachers now may “demon- 
strate" a student's tone-quality and pitch. 


"robot" 

















Underneath side of resonoscope chassis, showing 
master tuning forks and driving solenoids. 


THE “RESONOSCOPE” 
NEW ELECTRONIC DEVICE 
DETECTS “OFF-KEY” NOTES 


Vocalists and instrumentalists now have available an inex- 
pensive instrument that far outstrips human skill in detecting 
deviations in the pitch of a musical note. 


A L L E N B . D u M O N TO NNEONMMNNN 


N INGENIOUS electronic “robot” 
is now available which not only 
sounds the Simon-pure tone for 
guidance, but also checks a voice 

or musical instrument and indicates its 
pitch and its quality! In other words, 
the note under examination is made to 
write its own harmonics on the cathode- 
ray screen, in direct comparison with 
the pure note. The eye, far more criti- 
cally than the most musical of ears, 
determines the musical quality at a 
glance. 


OBTAINING HORIZONTAL- AND VERTICAL- 

SWEEP FREQUENCIES 

The “resonoscope,” as this new elec- 
tronic instrument is called, is a develop- 
ment of the Allen B. DuMont Labora- 
tories. It comprises a special cathode- 
ray oscilloscope used in conjunction 
with a standard set of musical frequen- 
cies representing the 12 notes of the 
chromatic musical scale. These standard 
frequencies, produced by 12 electrically- 
driven tuning forks (see Fig. B), are 
utilized to synchronize a sawtooth oscil- 
lator in step: with them. The oscillator 
is employed to provide a horizontal- 
sweep frequency for the C.-R. tube. 

Meanwhile, a voltage amplifier is em- 
ployed to pick up the music of any sin- 
gle musical tone by means of a sensi- 
tive microphone. The amplifier output, 
which constitutes the vertical-sweep fre- 
quency, is placed on the vertical plates 
of the cathode-ray tube. 

These horizontal- and vertical-sweep 
frequencies combine to provide a visual 
image of the waveform of the musical 
note under observation. See Fig. A. If 
that musical note is of the same “pitch” 
or frequency as the standard being 


used, or any harmonic of same, the 
waveform will appear to stand still on 
the screen. If the note is “flat” or lower 
in pitch than the horizontal-sweep 
standard, the waveform will appear to 
be moving to the left. If higher in pitch 
or “sharp,” it will move to the right. 
The speed with which the waveform 
moves across the screen is a direct in- 
dication of the extent to which the 
instrument or voice is off-pitch. 


OBTAINING FREQUENCY "STANDARDS" 


Any of the 12 standard frequencies 
in this new “robot” may be selected one 
at a time by the turn of the large con- 
trol knob on the front panel. The posi- 
tions are marked C, C#, D, D#, and 
so-on. These 12 frequencies represent 
the 12 notes of the chromatic scale. 
Each setting of the control accom- 
modates all octaves of the particular 
note. The middle-octave notes appear as 
simple waveforms on the cathode-ray 
screen. The higher octaves appear as 
multiple waves, while lower octaves are 
simply portions of the waves. See Fig. 2. 

One of the special features of the cir- 
cuit of this oscilloscope is that the hori- 
zontal-sweep circuit is automatically 
changed in frequency to compensate for 
the change in frequency in going from 
one note to another. See Fig. 1. This 
allows the sweep circuit to be readily 
synchronized at all times by the stand- 
ard frequency of the tuning forks, and 
assures the observer that the number 
of waveforms on the screen is a direct 
indication of the octave to which he or 
she is playing or tuning. 

The frequencies of the standard 

(Continued on page 245) 
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Fig. !. Tuning forks determine the horizontal-sweep-circuit frequencies. 
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quencies by sin jing (or 
through an amplifier to 
or right from a central position indicates, respectively, "flat’’ or ''sharp." 
Radio-Craft editors have witnessed demonstrations of this amazing device 
which prove quite definitely that even professional singers and musicians 
realize when they are off-key. In fact, other tests show, skilled instru- 
1/3-cycle ro 
“electronic robot"’ is precise to about 0.002 per cent! 


Fig. 2. The vocalist (or instrumentalist) provides vertical-sweep-circuit fre- 
pleving) into the microphone; which is connected 


resonoscope.” ‘Drifting’ ‘of the waveform left 


m fundamental notes; but. this new, 
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NEW ‘’RESOLUTION TESTER” 
FOR CATHODE-RAY TUBES 


Here is a simplified description of ‘the initial nucleus of the 
instrument which the Service Man of the future who intends 


to do television work will require." 


Its complicated pattern 


facilitates testing television receiving tubes. 
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NE WHO GLANCES superficially 

over the column-full of patterns, 

Fig. B, shown at right probably 

will not hesitate to assume that 

the summer’s heat has caused the edi- 

tors to go “haywire.” Nevertheless 

these illustrations do belong in Radio- 

Craft. The patterns concern every pro- 

gressive Service Man and amateur who 

in a few years hence intends to be as 

much up to date as he is today with 
modern principles of radio. 


"A CIRCUIT FOR STUDYING KINESCOPE 

RESOLUTIONS” 

Those among us who are familiar 
with the operation of the Service Man’s 
cathode-ray oscilloscope will probably 
recognize some waveform designs as 














Fig. A. Front and fear views of the master-oscillator 
equipment used. 
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those resembling somehow a number of 
the complex figures which, once in a 
while, appear on the screen of their 
“magic box”; especially when voltages 
having odd frequency relations are ap- 
plied to the terminals of the oscilloscope. 

But one glance at Figs. A and C, 
showing, respectively, a complicated 
block diagram, and the inside and out- 
side views of an obviously complicated 
master oscillator, will immediately ex- 
clude the thought that these patterns 
are the incidental product of work per- 
formed with a cathode-ray tube. 

Mr. C. E. Burnett (of RCA’s televi- 
sion laboratory), the originator of these 
patterns, and the designer of the master 
oscillator illustrated in Fig. A, calls it: 
“a circuit for studying Kinescope resolu- 
tions” which makes the issue by no 
means clearer. 

However, the same facts, when pre- 
sented in simplified language resolve 
themselves into something which, after 
all is not so very complicated; in fact 
it is not hard to foresee that a con- 
siderably simplified form of this 
elaborate master-oscillator equipment 
will, in the near future grace the Serv- 
ice Man’s workbench just as the tube 
tester and cathode-ray oscilloscope do 
today! 


THE “FLYING SPOT" HAS "STREAMLINE" 

SHAPE! 

Now here are the actual reasons for 
this odd experiment! Television en- 
gineers observed that Kinescope (a type 
of cathode-ray tube designed especially 

(Continued on page 252) 
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Fig. C. Block diagram of the “resolution tester'' showing the various frequency relationships. 
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Fig. B. Patterns obtained with tester (see Table !). 
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Fig. A. Note “‘cross-pointer” (course indicator) 
meter on instrument board. 


<= TO LEFT & BELOW FLIGHT F 


MARKER BEACON AT END OF RUNWAY 
OR EOGE OF FIELD, GIVES PILOT 





radio safe landing system has been 
developed by the Washington In- 
stitute of Technology to the point where 
it is now ready for commercial use on 


““AIR-TRACK” SYSTEM OF 
BLIND LANDING 


PU > H A R L ES E. P LA N . K 


ii HE FAMILIAR “curved 


beam” any airport. Figure A is an action view 
of the system shown in Fig. B. (Figure 
B is a phantom diagram prepared by 
staff artist T. D. Pentz.) 

(Continued on page 248) 
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AIRPORT CONTROL TOWER CONTAINING 

MONITOR BOX SHOWING OPERATION 

OF AIR TRACK. DPERATOR ISIN 2-WAY 
COMMUNICATION. WITH PILOT. 


AUDIBLE SIGNAL. 


OF ANY RUNWAY, 


Fig. B. Any deviation of the plane from the sloping “air track"’ while landing is instantly recorded on the ‘‘cross-pointer’’ meter on instrument board. 





THE AIRCRAFT-RADIO SERVICE MAN 


PTTL N . H . L ES S EM 


Most radio Service Men fail to realize the 
excellent business prospects that lie in ‘'pri- 
vate" aviation—per the author's Table |. 














ILLIONS of dollars have been spent and are being 
spent in developing aviation; radio facilities con- 
stitute one of the major factors in dependable aircraft 

operation that has received more than its share of financial 
backing. 


As a result, intensive work by “flying laboratories” and 
land crews connected with the larger transport companies 
has produced discoveries and equipment of great importance. 
Radio has greatly increased the dependability of commercial 
air travel, and the basic new developments of the large 
aviation companies are gradually being adapted to the needs 
of the private flyer. 


THE AIRCRAFT-RADIO SERVICE MAN 


At left is reproduced a suggestion, by Radio-Craft,.that 
appears in colors on the cover of this month’s issue, which 
portrays only one activity of the aircraft-radio Service Man. 
(See Table I—“Sources of Revenue for the Aviation-Radio 
Service Man”—for a more representative visualization of 
the subject.) 


We wish to point out at this time that, merely because the 
number of aviation-radio receivers in use is small compared 
with the number of home-radio sets, it should not be pre- 
supposed an excellent living cannot be made servicing avia- 
tion-radio equipment. In the first place it is almost a matter 
of life and death to maintain the radio equipment in perfect 
operation; regardless of the cost, within reasonable limits, 
this apparatus must be kept in perfect shape, and therefore 
since the servicing demands are relatively limited it becomes 
evident that this type of radio servicing commands con- 
siderably better prices. 


(Continued on page 230) 
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Gualielmo Marconi 


1874 


a single man been so identified 

with a change in the conditions of 
life on the globe, of which he was the 
most conspicuous creator, as that of 
Marconi. Five centuries since the dis- 
covery of printing have been required 
to spread its efficacy over the globe. The 
electric light had been known 50 years 
before Edison made it a commercial suc- 
cess; the steamboat had been demon- 
strated 250 years before Fulton found 
a backer for his dream. But the mathe- 
matical conception of radio waves had 
hardly been published before Marconi 
was born; he was a growing boy, active 
in the study of science, when they were 
first definitely discovered. He was still 
young in years when he converted their 
possibilities into demonstrable fact. On 
the anniversary of the organization of 
his company to exploit the invention of 
practical “wireless”—40 years to a day 
—he died. And his invention carried the 
news of his passing to discoverers 
seated on the Pole, to nomads in the 


Noes before has the lifetime of 





New radio “homing device" 
and inter-cockpit communi- 
cation help U. S. Coast 
Guard answer distress calls. 


ment of the U.S. Coast Guard airplanes is the installa- 
tion here illustrated of the equipment aboard the 
amphibian “Dolphin” of the Coast Guard base at Floyd 


O™: OF THE NEWEST additions to the radio equip- 


Bennett Airport. 
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desert, to ships on remote seas, to avia- 
tors flying above the clouds, and into a 
myriad homes in every city in the land. 
The monument of Guglielmo Marconi, 
for all time, is the “ether” vibrant about 
us—even within us—with the messages 
of all humanity. 

Of the man’s personality, little need 
be said: he was modest, self-effacing in 
his work; maintaining the spirit of sci- 
entific inquiry until his last moments. 
The first and most characteristic 
thought in his mind, as triumphs and 
honors were showered upon him, was 
that he was able to make his genius 
helpful to others, as no other man had 
done upon so wide a scale. His inter- 
nationalism was joined with a pride in 
his country, which had initiated modern 
science with Galileo, and for whom he 
could speak with a voice that was heard 
and inspired confidence throughout the 
inhabited globe. 

The Father of Radio has ended his 
share of the great work. But, as Pupin 
said, a quarter of a century ago: “Mar- 
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The late Guglielmo Marconi, ‘Father of Radio” 

who died of a heart attack at his Rome estate 

early Tuesday morning July 20th, 1937 at the age 
of 63. The entire world mourns his loss 


coni could die, and wireless development 
would inevitably and continuously con- 
tinue. His 


work lives on and grows, 
whether he lives or not. And that meat 
that his work is immortal. His geniu 


gave the idea to the world; and the fur 
ther perfecting of his needs no 
genius,” 


idea 
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This equipment resolves itself into 
One is the “homing device” or direction-finding 
which may be rotated, by the radio operator, by 
emergencies 
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Fig. A. Four of 6 new tubes described in this article are illustrated. 


TUBES 


FOR THE 


EXPERIMENTER 


All the tubes described this month, oddly 
enough, are amplifiers. 
range is from 2 V. to 25. One of the most 
interesting developments is the use of sup- 
pressor grids, in place of deflector plates, 
in a beam power tube. 


Filament voltage 
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the types 6C8G, 6W5G, 6G5/6H5, 

6T5, 2-RA-6 and WL-461 tubes. 

This month we add to the list the 
following types: 6V6, 6J5, 6Y6G, 6V6G, 
1G5A, and 25L6G. Next month we’ll 
have some more tube types to discuss 
with you but at the moment let us see 
what sort of devices have most re- 
cently been added to the “electronic 
family.” 


[": MONTH we told you about 


AMPLIFIERS 


6V6 Unipotential-Cathode Tetrode 
Power Amplifier. The 6V6 and 6V6G 
(the latter is described elsewhere in this 
article) tubes were designed by one com- 
pany primarily for use in the output 
stage of auto-radio receivers. Both have 
similar characteristics, the chief ad- 
vantages being (1) use of the beam 
principle introduced first in the 6L6 
and (2) a relatively low heater drain 
of only 450 milliamperes. Its features 
permit high output power to be realized 
in the automobile-type radio receiver 
without any appreciable increase in the 
drain from the storage battery. In fact, 
some manufacturers of deluxe auto sets 
are using two 6V6G tubes in push-pull 
in the output stage of their receivers. 
(See Fig. 1A.) 

The 6V6 is similar to the 6F6 in size 
(and the 6V6G compares with the 
6F6G and 42 in size and general appear- 
ance). 

(Data courtesy Raytheon) 


6J5 Detector and Amplifier Triode. 
Except for its higher transconductance 
this tube is similar to the type 6C5 tube. 
More detailed data follow. See Fig. 1B. 


The 6J5 is a new addition to the line 
of metal receiving tubes. This new tube, 
a detector-amplifier triode, has an ex- 
ceptionally high value of transconduct- 
ance—2,600 micromhos. The other char- 
acteristics of the tube are similar to 
those of the 6C5. Because of the high 
transconductance of the 6J5, the tube 
makes an excellent oscillator for super- 
heterodyne receivers. The high trans- 
conductance also gives the tube advan- 
tages for use as the frequency-control 
tube in A.F.C. circuits. 


Characteristics 
Heater voltage (A.C. or 6.3 V. 
D.C.) 
Heater current 0.3-A. 
Direct interelectrode 
capacities* 
(approx.)—grid-plate 3.4 mmf. 
grid-cathode 3.4 mmf, 
plate-cathode 3.6 mmf, 


*With shell connected to cathode. 
As Class A’ Amplifier 


Plate voltage (max.) 250 V. 
Control-grid voltage -8 V. 
Plate current 9 ma. 
Plate resistance 7,700 ohms 
Amplification factor 20 


Transconductance 2,600 mmhos, 
(Data courtesy RCA Radiotron) 





6Y6G Heater-Type Tetrode Power 
Amplifier. The usual A.C. radio re- 
ceiver operates with fairly high plate 
voltages. The A.C.-D.C. receivers oper- 
ate at considerably lower voltages. The 
recent introduction of 2 tubes, the 
25B6G and 25L6, for A.C.-D.C. receiv- 
ers has made possible receivers giving 
approximately 2 W. output at about the 
same cost as the previous A.C.-D.C. re- 
ceivers which gave about 0.9-W. output. 


The 2 W. A.C.-D.C. receivers are 
thus giving about the same perform- 
ance as the small A.C. receivers using 
a 42-type output tube with about 220 V. 
available for plate and bias voltages. 
It would be necessary, using conven- 
tional tubes, to increase the cost of the 
small A.C. receivers considerably to 
make them give appreciably better per- 
formance than the 2 W. output A.C.- 
D.C. receivers. 

The performance of the small A.C. 
receivers may be improved in economy 
as well as power output by using an 
output tube similar to the 25B6G or 
25L6 at lower voltages and larger cur- 
rents than would be the case with the 
42-type output tube. 

The 6Y6G tube is being introduced 
to fill the need for an output tube 
which will give even more output at 135 
V. on the plate and screen-grid than 
the type 42 with 250 V. on plate and 
screen-grid. The high mutual conduct- 
ance of the 6Y6G results in a fairly 
low input voltage requirement for full 
power output, and permits some de- 
generation to be used where desired. 
See Fig. 1C. 

Characteristics 


Heater voltage (A.C. or 


D.C.) 6.3 V. 
Heater current 1.25 A. 
Plate voltage (max.) 135 V. 
Screen-grid voltage 

(max.) 135 V. 
As Class A’ Amplifier 
Plate voltage 135 V. 
Screen-grid voltage 135 V. 
Control-grid bias -13.5 V. 
Transconductance 7,000 mmhos. 
No-signal plate current 58 ma. 


(Continued on page 240) 
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Fig. |. The tube symbols and socket connections of the entire group of 6 new tubes are given. 
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NEW SET TESTER 
FEATURES LOW-OHM 


This instrument will measure resistance as low as 0.01-ohm 
and with comparatively little current drain. It also has other 


interesting features you should know about. 
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COMPACT, businesslike set-tester with a clean, “pro- 

fessional” appearance has been designed to meet the 

modern requirements of fast, convenient, accurate 

test procedure on all types of radio receivers, P.A. 

and theatre amplifiers, television receivers and industrial 
vacuum-tube devices. 

The new 5-in.-square meter with long-scale, dead-beat, 





































































——— — inv = MEGS = 
‘P50 Gas Ov.ma Ooms © 4)0+ e 
Lad 1,400v, 7V. /7MA. 35MA. I40MA 20MEGS. 2MEGS 2000 
~ (7¥ ZMA Sk MwA TOMeGs cs BRS BRR, Bs 
1.05 
MEG 0.133 
0.21 nq 
os: MEG =F O15. 
. 6.700 _.. > . 
~ pas OF SRS de 
300 
300, 7 ix 
Ru _ q AAAAKK NY 
>A NAA 
; pe Ty "e610 
o4*"|° e e } le ~~... OHMS 
3,000 27,000 O1A 
$fis A Ons — oe 
Bi = oss| 13,482 Gee-wes. > 7 (>) 
3 OHMS 
- ww. 
0c MiG arr r | 














| ws Sy TOOTS) 


Circuit diagram of the new tester illustrated above. 

















Fig. |. 








SCALE 











high-accuracy, solid forged steel magnet, and real sapphire 
bearings is critically designed, adequately to meet the severe 
demands of portable service and the maintenance of high 
accuracy over a long period of time. A high ratio of normal 
to overload capacity is provided to minimize the possibilities 
of accidental damage in this very sensitive instrument. 
Sensitivity: 1,000 ohms/ volt. 

Any of the 20 ranges is chosen with an indexed selector 
switch. A “zero-ohms” adjuster is provided. Ranges: 0/7 
140/350/1,400 V., D.C.; 0/7/140/350/1,400 V., A.C.; 4 
output-meter ranges; and, 0/200/2,000/20,000 ohms. 


IMPORTANCE OF THE LOW-OHM RANGE 

The 200-ohm range of the ohmmeter is of especial interest 
to the Service Man and electrical trouble shooter as many 
difficulties are experienced in circuits of such low resistance 
that the problem will not yield to ordinary types of ohm- 
meters wherein the low end of the scale is badly cramped 

One-half of the. scale of this instrument to read 
from 0 to 3.5 ohms, with the first division reading 0.1-ohm. 
It is very easy to read resistance values to an accuracy of 
0.01-ohm as the divisions are large and clear. It is recom- 
mended that resistance values over 10 ohms be read on the 

(Continued on page 244 
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1-INCH TUBE 
VISIBILITY FACTOR —-—- 8.35 
EFFECTIVE AREA#—--- .52so.. 
PATTERN HEIGHT ¥* —--- .79-1N. 
( * DOTTED LINES) 








SIZE OSCILLOSCOPE? 


What with 3 sizes of cathode-ray tubes being used in oscillo- 
scopes, the question is—which one to choose? The facts 
are in this article. 


G. M. BUCHARD eee 


SCILLOSCOPE 
service work has now become fair- 3 sizes of oscilloscopes are almost iden- 


ly well standardized into 3 distinct 


equipment for with the exception of power supply the 


> 


tical in construction insofar as features 
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2-INCH TUBE 
VISIBILITY FACTOR -——33.2 
EFFECTIVE AREA * ——— 2.07sq.is. 


PATTERN HEIGHT* ——— 144 ws. 
(% DOTTED LINES) 














3-INCH TUBE 
VISIBILITY FACTOR---74.656 


EFFECTIVE AREA 
PATTERN HEIGHT 


4.666 so.ws. 
2.16 ins. 
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. sizes. These are—(1) oscilloscopes hav- 1, 


ing tubes with 1-in. screen; and large- 
size equipment with tubes of (2) 2-in., 
or (8) 3-in. screen size. 

Similarity. It is well at this point to 
consider the actual construction of the 
instrument and lay aside for the mo- 
ment the matter of tube size. 

Regardless of tube size the complete 
oscilloscope con- 


2, 3 and 4 are concerned. 

It is true that a certain amount of 
economy in power supply is 
when the oscilloscope is designed for 
the l-in. tube (as compared to 3-in. 
tube), however it can readily be seen 
that this economy is of a minor order 
(Continued on page 243) 


possible 





tains at least the 
following elements : 
(1) Vertical ampli- 
fier, (2) Horizontal 
amplifier, (3) Lin- 
ear time sweep, (4) 
Spot and focus con- 
trols, (5) Adequate 
power supply. 
Now notice that 
regardless of tube 
size the oscilloscope 
instrument must 
have the above 5 
features. In fact, 
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(A CONDENSER 
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Fig. A. A typical condenser analyzer using a bridge-balance circuit. 


N THE SERVICE industry, as well as in many other 
lines of engineering, there has been great advancement 
in the tools employed. It was only some 10 years ago that 
the cathode-ray oscilloscope was more or less a luxury 

and only to be found in the exceptionally-equipped laboratory. 
Today, however, many wide-awake Service Men employ this 
method of analysis which, in many cases, saves time and is 
capable of rendering a real service in the precise analysis 
of receiver performance. 

A few years ago, most Service Men had little more than 
a speaking acquaintance with vacuum-tube voltmeters, but 
in recent years this apparatus has become an almost every- 
day piece of test equipment. New types of testing apparatus 
are appearing on the market almost every month, with the 
result that some of the less-informed are in a quandary as 
to what pieces of service equipment (1) are most valuable 
from the standpoint of customer satisfaction and what pieces 
of equipment (2) are capable of producing real income from 
the standpoint of time saved. 

It is not within the scope of this article to go into a de- 
tailed analysis regarding the uses of all the various pieces 
of equipment which the modern Service Man could employ 
to advantage if his finances were ample. However, it is the 
purpose of this article to discuss some of the complexities of 
modern radio receivers and the test equipment best adapted 
to render customer service at reasonable cost, and to point 
out various types of apparatus which will produce a return 





Fig. |. Analysis of resonance curves of a set obtained on an oscilloscope. 
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IMPORTANCE OF 
MODERN TEST 
EQUIPMENT 


In this pithy article Mr. Browning (remember? 
—the famous "Browning-Drake"’ receiver?) 
relegates "screwdriver and plier'’ radio re- 
pair men to the discard, and shows WHY 
modern test equipment and procedure are 
essential. 


GLENN H. BROWNING 
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more than comparable with the cost of the equipment— 
provided the the volume of business is sufficient. 

In a recent radio service class the writer, as a part of the 
examination, asked each member of the class what equip- 
ment he deemed absolutely essential for the servicing of 
modern radio receivers. Naturally, a good volt-ohmmeter of 
wide range was the first selection. The second selection was 
almost a toss-up between an all-wave signal generator and 
a tube tester. The next choice was a device for testing 
accurately the condition of condensers. The writer certainly 
agrees that no modern service work can be done without the 
aid of the first 3 pieces of equipment. Consequently, we will 
pass on to other, more specified equipment. 


USES OF THE CONDENSER ANALYZER 

It is generally agreed that condensers cause as many 
service calls as any other single component part entering 
into the radio set, though resistors will run a close second. 
Consequently, a good condenser analyzer will save the 
Service Man a great deal of time and trouble. Many make 
the practice of testing all the condensers in the radio receiver 
to determine their condition, for as most work is guaranteed, 
this may save a return call at the expense of the Service Man. 

Paper condensers of small capacity have a somewhat 
prevalent fault of becoming open-circuited, though actual 
breakdowns are far from unknown. Electrolytic condensers, 
on the other hand, either fail or increase in power factor to 
such an extent that their filtering efficiency is impaired. 
Intermittent reception in the radio receiver, which is the 
general bugaboo, is usually due to paper or electrolytic con- 
densers becoming intermittently open. 

A bridge analyzer, such as the one manufactured by the 
Tobe Deutschmann Corp., is a typical condenser analyzer 
which gives a rather complete analysis of the condition of the 
condensers, for not only does it check the leakage of elec- 
trolytic and paper condensers at operating voltages ranging 
from 50 to 550, but also measures their power factors and 
capacity by means of a suitable bridge network. Intermittent 
condensers may readily be determined by obtaining a bridge 
balance and manipulating leads, whereupon an intermittent 
condenser will cause the electron-ray tube or “eye”, used as 
a null indicator, to give a definite indication of such defect. 
Practically every Service Man will find such a device for 
obtaining the complete characteristics of condensers a time 
saver and a financial asset to his business. 


USES OF THE FREE POINT TESTER 
Free point testers (which permit making tests of any two 
tube elements) are many times a great convenience, especially 
where work is being done at the customer’s residence, which 
is, by the way, not recommended as general procedure when 
any major troubles are involved. Even in the shop, however, 
the free point tester in many cases will weed out defective 
tubes which no tube tester is able to definitely indicate. 
By means of free point testers, plate, cathode, and other 
currents may be measured and, consequently, biases cal- 
RADIO-CRAFT OCTOBER, 
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culated on resistance-coupled amplifier tubes, etc. When free 
point testers are used in conjunction with the radio- 
frequency amplifier or intermediate-frequency amplifier, 
erroneous indications may result due to the fact that the 
capacity introduced in the cord leading from the tube socket 
to the free point tester may start spurious oscillations in 
tuned circuits and thus the currents at which the tubes 
actually operate will differ markedly from the normal values. 

In receivers having automatic volume control it is some- 
times essential to measure the bias on the various R.F. and 
I.F. tubes which are being controlled. Poor quality in a 
radio receiver will often result from some part of the auto- 
matic volume control circuit being inoperative. The writer 
has known of cases where the automatic bias, although ob-. 
tained satisfactorily in the diode detector tube (when 
measured across the timing condenser) was not delivered 
to an I.F. amplifier tube, causing faulty operation of the 
receiver. 


USES OF THE INFINITE-RESISTANCE D.C. VOLTMETER 

Recently there has been introduced on the market by the 
Hickok Company an infinite-resistance D.C. voltmeter which 
seems to answer a long-felt need, for by its means the D.C. 
bias on any tube can be readily determined without intro- 
ducing resistance in the circuit which would materially vary 
the bias and thus the operating conditions. 

The potentiometer-type infinite-resistance voltmeter oper- 
ates on a well-known principle of obtaining a balance be- 
tween two voltages, one the voltage developed in the appa- 
ratus itself, and the other the unknown voltage. After the 
2 voltages have been adjusted so as to be equal (this adjust- 
ment is made by means of a balancing system), the un- 
known voltage is measured by actually placing a voltmeter 
across the balancing voltage developed in the apparatus itself, 

This may sound somewhat complicated but in actual prac- 
tice it is very simple, for the leads to the voltmeter are 
placed across the unknown D.C. voltage and a knob is ad- 
justed until a meter reads zero, whereupon a button is 
pressed which throws the voltmeter into the circuit and the 
unknown voltage is read directly from this meter. The A.V.C. 
voltages may thus be measured (on each tube controlled) 
with various inputs from the signal generator. The actual 
bias on resistance-coupled amplifiers may be determined 
with accuracy. A faulty bias resistance, of course, may cause 
distortion. It may be necessary to unsolder one end of this 
resistor to measure its value accurately with a volt-ohm- 
meter since an electrolytic condenser is usually connected in 
parallel which will have some leakage, and this leakage may 
be sufficient to give incorrect resistance values. By means 
of a very high-resistance voltmeter these biases may be 
measured directly. Of course it probably will be necessary 
to disconnect the condensers for test purposes anyway, so 
that the above argument for a high-resistance voltmeter as 
a time-saving device does not always hold true. 


USES OF THE VACUUM-TUBE VOLTMETER 

In receivers embodying automatic frequency control, it 
is almost essential to have an infinite-resistance voltmeter or 
a vacuum-tube voltmeter which will measure D.C. voltages, 
as well as A.C., in order to align the tuned circuit of the 
discriminator with sufficient accuracy. This adjustment in 
most receivers is extremely critical and it is necessary, after 
aligning the I.F. amplifier by means of a signal generator 
and an output meter, to accurately set the tuned circuit 
which is an input into the diode plates. This circuit should 
be so adjusted that the voltage appearing across the 2 
resistors connected in the cathode circuits of the diodes will 
be equal; otherwise the A.F.C. discriminator circuit will not 
function as it should. 

While we are on the subject of vacuum-tube voltmeters, 
it might be pointed out that there are good, bad, and in- 
different types on the market, and a considerable amount of 
discrimination should be exercised by the Service Man in 
purchasing this equipment. The Service Man can readily 
check up to see whether a vacuum-tube voltmeter is suitable 
for general work by the following procedure: If the vacuum 
tube voltmeter measures both D.C. and A.C., it should be able 
to measure the voltage of, for instance, an ordinary drycell, 
and give the correct value (1.5 V.) with a resistance of 2 
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Fig. B. Representative type of infinite-resistance, bridge-circuit voltmeter. 


or 3 megohms in series with the drycell. When used on A.C., 
it should have a sufficiently high resistance so that it may 
be placed across oscillator circuits without stopping oscilla- 
tion. It should have an input capacity at least as low as 25 
mmf., and preferably much lower. 

It would be very advantageous if a reasonably-priced 
vacuum-tube voltmeter could be built for the Service Man 
which would be sufficiently sensitive so that by placing the 
prod near to but not touching the oscillatory circuit in a 
superheterodyne, a reasonable meter reading could be ob- 
tained. By means of this instrument the oscillations could 
be checked in a superheterodyne without de-tuning the cir- 
cuit to any appreciable extent. 


Many times it is difficult to determine the trouble in a 
superheterodyne where the oscillatory circuit has either 
developed a high-resistance connection or has been shorted, 
causing the oscillations to cease. Of course by carefully 
checking the circuits with a volt-ohmmeter (using the low- 
ohm scale) the resistance of the oscillator coil can usually 


be detected on the broadcast and some of the short-wave 
bands on an all-wave superheterodyne. However, when a 


short occurs in the very-high frequency oscillator coils, this 
condition is difficult to detect since the normal resistance of 
these coils is extremely low. Superheterodynes which use a 
6A7, 6A8, etc., sometimes refuse to oscillate in specific 
regions of the bands, causing the receiver to “go dead” 
throughout these regions. Tube tests do not in general in- 
dicate that the tube is defective. However, replacing the 


faulty tube with another usually remedies the trouble. For 
these reasons a quick method of checking oscillations through 
all bands is certainly a time saver. 


USES OF THE CATHODE-RAY OSCILLOSCOPE 

The cathode-ray oscilloscope, especially one of those con- 
taining a frequency-modulated signal generator as an in- 
tegral part of the apparatus, is desirable if the clientele 
served by the Service Man is of a very high-grade type that 
is willing to pay for meticulous alignment of their high- 
fidelity receivers. This applies particularly to sets having 
band-pass I.F. transformers. Of course the cathode-ray 
oscilloscope can be, and is, used as a very handy tool around 
the service laboratory and the ownership of such an instru- 
ment places the Service Man in a favorable position as 
regards customer acceptance. 


USES OF THE SIGNAL GENERATOR 

There are many customers who could be very readily sold 
the idea of having their high-priced sets checked frequently 
for alignment, quality, etc. Checking for quality throughout 
the receiver and loudspeaker requires elaborate equipment. 
In fact, an automatic recording device has only recently been 
placed on the market. This device puts into the radio re- 
ceiver a signal which is modulated at various audio fre- 
quencies, and records automatically on a chart the sound 
pressure delivered from the loudspeaker at these audio 
frequencies. Undoubtedly future signal generators designed 
and manufactured for the Service Man will have their signal 
modulated not only by a fixed 400-cycle note, but will be 
so designed that the carrier from the signal generator may 
be modulated by various frequencies over the complete 

(Continued on page 253) 
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Fig. A. The Boat Radio Set and (inset) relationship of loop to scale. 


OOP-ANTENNA building is a matter of trial and 
error. We have used a very small one for general broad- 
cast—one which works very well. Some builders may 
prefer to experiment somewhat before deciding upon 

definite jobs for service—but we shall describe the construc- 
tion of the one shown in Figs. A, 1 and 2, with the comment 
that it will do a very good job as a direction finder. 


LOOP CONSTRUCTION DETAILS 


Secure 2 ordinary embroidery hoops, one about 8 ins. and 
one about 7% ins. in dia. To the larger, securely affix a phone 
plug. Around the entire rim of the smaller one, drill a series 
of size No. 27 holes %4-in. apart. Insert small, round matches 
in these holes, with an inch or so of each match protruding 
outwardly, and then stagger-wind about 50 ft. of No. 24 
D.S.C. wire around the loop—working back and forth be- 
tween the sticks (as shown in Fig. 2) and in one direction 
until the winding is completed. Cut off the ends.of the 
matches so that the smaller loop will fit tightly into the 
larger, tie the 2 hoops securely together, connect the leads 
to the phone plug. 

See that the jack on the lift cover (described in Part I of 
this article) is connected to the input control-grid—ground 
binding posts. Plug in the loop and tune in a signal some- 
where around 1,400 ke. using the tuning dial control. Vary 
the setting of the auxiliary loop trimmer and note whether 
or not resonance for the R.F. circuit is obtained and where 
it is obtained. If not enough capacity is had to tune the 
loop circuit to resonance with the signal, add wire to the 
loop itself until a “hit” is made with the trimmer set for 
approximately minimum setting. If too much capacity is 
indicated—then reduce the number of turns until a proper 
condition obtains. 

Now tune to a 550 ke. signal. Nearly maximum trimmer 
capacity should be required for resonance here. If the tuning 
will NOT go up to resonance—your trimmer is too small, 
and a larger capacity will be required. Much depends, of 
course, upon loopsize and number of turns. 


OBTAINING DIRECTIONAL OPERATION 


With the loop built and found tunable to broadcast band 
limits, tape it securely together and give it a couple coats 
of protective lacquer. Try it out on weak signals. 

When pointed directly at such signals—that is, endwise— 
the broadcast signal will come in at maximum level. With 
the loop broadside to the signals, the signal level should be 
noticeably less, at times inaudible and unreadable on the 
6E5 “eye”. Even on strong locals—loop turning should afford 
a definite point of maximum and minimum reading on the 
tuning “eye”—with the point of minimum pick-up being the 
more easily and accurately defined. 

Build a loop for the long-wave band— making it somewhat 
larger in size and of such inductance that with available 
trimmer capacity input resonance with the detector circuit 
is obtained. Sometimes it is good policy—and easy construc- 
tion—to simply work out a job with a minimum number of 
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HOW TO MAKE 
“tHE SEAFARER” 
LOOP-TYPE 

BOAT RADIO SET 


‘Part | described the construction of this ma- 


rine direction-finder and broadcast set. Here 
are the loop details and operating data. 
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turns and load it up to high-frequency resonance with the 
trimmer at zero setting by means of fixed capacities bridged 
across it. Build a loop for the selected short-wave band or 
bands—or, if you prefer, add antenna coils for these bands 
and a chassis binding post to which an antenna may be 
connected. 

(Continued on page 240) 
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Fig. |. Details of how the direction-finding loop antenna operates. 
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Fig. 2. Detailed specifications on the construction of the loop. 
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BUILD THIS _— 


“OPTIMUM TEST” 


TUBE CHECKER 


Service Men—A pioneer in the design and construction of 
radio test equipment tells you how to make an ultra-modern 
tube, resistance and capacity tester at low cost. 
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Fig. B. Underside view of the tube checker. 


for the radio dealer and one of the 

most important for the Service Man 
is a Tube Tester. The design and con- 
struction details of an improved type 
will be described and illustrated, in- 
cidentally, the same components are 
utilized to make several types of tests 
other than those of tubes. 

This tube tester (which incidentally is 
commercially available as the Depend- 
able model 306 instrument) has finally 
passed with flying colors all require- 
ments for an “optimum” (best all- 
around) test unit that would quickly 
and accurately test all the present-day 
tubes; and in addition provide for forth- 
coming types! The same unit also 
makes resistance and capacity tests!! 

The general appearance of the com- 
pleted device, in a counter-type case, 
is shown in Fig. A (underside, Fig. B) ; 
the wiring diagram is given in Fig. 1. 

(Continued on page 242) 
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Fig. A. The “optimum-test"’ tube checker. 





TABLE I 


FEATURES OF THE 
“OPTIMUM-TEST" TUBE CHECKER 


(1) Accuracy (circuit error is held to 
optimum value). 
(2) Protection against obsolescence. 

(3) Ability to test all tubes (emission 

test; and improved type of hot 
interelement short and leakage 
tests). 

) Optimum-quality parts. 
) Simplicity of operation. 
6) Low cost ($18). 

}) Ohmmeter ranges  (low-ohms: 
0/10,000 ohms; high-ohms scale: 
0/1 meg.). 

(8) Capacity-meter ranges (0.00!-mf. 
to 10 mf.). 














BUSINESS-LIKE 


“SILENT SERVICING 


ried radio circuits and you could 

buy all the parts at a “dime store,” 
whistles, howls, snaps, and buzzes dis- 
closed many of the ordinary faults of 
a radio receiver. Several million people 
became extremely clever in analyzing 
radio trouble by ear—and repairing 
radio sets with a screw-driver. Service 
Men found it hard to command “respect- 
able” service fees. 


B ‘ie: WHEN the daily papers car- 





"Let the customer see you work, but 
don't let him hear you!" is the advice 
of Mr. J. P. Kennedy, who introduced 
himself to RADIO-CRAFT readers in 


September 1931 as a business-getting 


Service Man. 
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MODERN "SILENT SERVICING” TECHNIQUE 


As circuits became more complex, and 
test instruments were designed to probe 
the mysteries of automatic volume con- 
trol, band expansion circuits, dual I.F. 
channels and phase inversion systems, 
customers still recalled their old famil- 
iarity with the noises emanating from 
the speaker and protested against rea- 
sonable service fees. 


Now instrument manufacturers have 
eliminated the last psychological bar- 
rier to good service fees. With an 
oscilloscope and frequency modulator or 
“wobbulator”, a good signal generator, 
and a multirange volt-ohm-milliam- 
meter, every circuit of a receiver may 
be analyzed without a sound emanating 
from the loudspeaker! These instru- 
ments, plus a good tube tester, will 

(Continued on page 251) 
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20,000-ohms/volt meter. 











Tube checker. 
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Fig. A. A high-grade set analyzer designed against 
obsolescence. Note the replaceable selector block. 
Built-in current jacks automatically place the in- 
strument in series with any tube element. The excep- 
tional usefulness of the series-connected meter is 
discussed by Mr. Morelock in detail. 











; 








Fig. B. The total-emission method of testing tubes, 

used in this specially-designed tube tester, is recom- 

mended by R.M.A. as the most economical, flexible 
and best method of testing tubes. 


BIGGER SERVICE PROFITS 


FROM BETTER TOOLS! 


Locating and correcting radio receiver faults in the minimum 
amount of time results in proportionately increased profits. 
The author describes in detail the manner in which proper 
servicing technique and tools make this result possible. 


O. J. MORELOCK 


N THE RADIO repair business, irre- 
spective of the individual or com- 
pany, the profits accrued or the 
salaries paid depend on the number 

of sets correctly repaired that leave the 
service bench for delivery each day. 

Salaries and profits are a direct in- 

terest in any business, especially in serv- 
ice work and, therefore, an increase in 
turnover of receivers is vital to any 
radio repair man. Of course, in attempt- 
ing to increase the turnover, no change 
in quality of repair work is suggested, 
as this must be kept of the first class in 
order to continue a satisfactory busi- 
ness. From the standpoint of turnover, 
what factors govern the Service Man’s 
ability to accomplish an increase? 

There are, generally speaking, 2 fac- 

tors: (1) a simplified procedure for 
locating the trouble and correcting it 
in the minimum elapsed time; and, 
(2) the use of simplified and accurate 
service tools of known quality and de- 
pendability. 


2 SERVICING PROCEDURES 

As to procedure in locating trouble 
2 methods appear best from the stand- 
point of quick results, preference being 
entirely open to argument in each case. 

(1) Stage Analysis. The first of these 
is the locating of the defective stage 
by making use of an oscillator and a 
vacuum-tube voltmeter or, possibly an 
output meter. This procedure calls for 
measurement of “gain” (amplification), 
working through the receiver stage by 
stage, from antenna to speaker. This 
can be carried out with an oscillator and 
a vacuum-tube voltmeter, of low-input- 
capacity design, making connections to 
the grid caps of the tubes all the way 
through to the ist-detector and carried 


on through the receiver by connecting 
under the chassis to the socket grid 
terminals. Location of a defective stage 
or one supplying incorrect gain calls 
for a further examination of the tube 
and component parts in the circuit sur- 
rounding that tube. 


(2) Free-Reference Analysis. The 
other general method, involves analyzer 
or “point-to-point” (“free point”) meas- 
urement. Voltages and currents at each 
tube socket followed by resistance read- 
ings where incorrect potentials or 
currents appear, will segregate the 
defective part. There are other methods 
employed by some Service Men or or- 
ganizations, but these are, in general, 
modifications of these two procedures 
and may be classed under one or the 
other. 


There is no argument more strongly 
in favor of the Service Man than the 
use of simple, direct-reading, compact 
service instruments. A multiplicity of 
gadgets on test units is not only condu- 
cive to confusion but often causes in- 
correct interpretation of readings, and 
considerable delay. Many such “gadget 
units” appear spasmodically on the 
market to attract attention in advertise- 
ments, but if purchased are usually 
found to be confusing or of no value. 
The money used in construction of test 
units should -be concentrated on the 
basic needs for accuracy, dependability 
through all kinds of weather and work- 
ing conditions, durability and avoidance 
of obsolescence instead of on useless 
controls and devices. What then should 
Service Men look for in each test in- 
strument needed for direct receiver 
analysis? 


(Continued on page 228) 
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Fig. |. Circuit for measuring gain-per-stage in radio equipment by means of a 
vacuum-tube voltmeter. 
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Circuit for measuring automatic frequency control discriminator 
voltages with a conventional vacuum-tube voltmeter. 
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NEW CIRCUITS 
IN MODERN 


RADIO RECEIVERS 


The details of the modern radio receiver cir- 
cuits that make them "different'’ from pre- 
vious designs are illustrated and described 
by a well-known technician. 


Watch for this department as an exclusive 


feature in forthcoming issues of RADIO- 
CRAFT. 
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(1) Improved Transrectification. 

Zenith Chassis No. 5521. Zenith has used the circuit of Fig. 
1A in many late models to improve 1st-detector action at 
high signal levels where the A.V.C. tends to bias the con- 
verter tube near cut-off. 

A lead is brought from the control-grid end of the oscilla- 
tor coil to the converter signal-grid lead, around which it 
is wrapped thus coupling the oscillator signal into the signal 
control-grid. On high bias values where the signal control- 
grid is near the cut-off point, the oscillator shifts the control- 
grid’s operating point closer to the region on the grid- 
voltage—plate-current curve which produces detection. 

(2) Separate Discriminator 2nd-Detector Circuit. 

Fairbanks-Morse 12A Chassis. As per Fig. 1B, the last 
I.F. primary is coupled to 2 secondaries, and each in turn 
is connected to diodes. One actuates the A.F.C. discriminator 
while the other acts as a conventional detector. The benefit 
of this arrangement lies in the resulting circuit simplification. 
(3) Self-Inverter Circuit. 

Phileo Models 38-4, 38-5 Code 121. Philco has found a 
practical way around using a phase-inverter tube which 
adds no gain to the amplifier. The result is shown in Fig. 1C. 
To one screen-grid is added a small load resistor (57) and 
a signal-coupling capacity to the control-grid of the other 
push-pull tube. Operating as an amplifier, but having no 
gain the screen-grid duplicates the control-grid voltage of 
the tube in which they both are, in reverse phase, and feeds 
this voltage to the control-grid of the other tube. 

In this way, a signal is fed to only one grid of the push- 
pull tube and this tube feeds the other push-pull tube; thus, 
the need for an extra phase-inverter is eliminated. 

(4) Tuning-Indicator Sensitivity Adjustment. 

General Electric Models E-91 and E-95. The General Elec- 
tric models E-91 and E-95, Fig. 1D, have 2 A.V.C. levels, 
one high level for the R.F. amplifier and a lower level for 
the converter and I.F. amplifier. For the 2 high-frequency 
bands, where DX of low signal intensity is most likely, the 
colorama tuning sensitivity is fixed at maximum by the 2 
connected lugs at the bottom of band switch Sw.2. For the 
broadcast band, where much higher signal intensities are 
available, as a rule switch Sw.4 provides a choice of lowering 
the colorama sensitivity corresponding to the lower level 
A.V.C. supplied to the converter and Ist I.F. tubes, or using 
it on maximum as usual. This provides more selective tuning, 
while the A.V.C. voltages are undisturbed. 

(5) Novel A.V.C. Signal Delay. 

Philco Model 38-3. One diode plate of the 6Q7G 2nd-de- 
tector—l1st audio amplifier (Fig. 1E) is used without bias 
for signal rectification, while the other diode is used to 
supply 2 separate A.V.C. voltages. It is biased through a 
0.33-meg.—0.1-mf. filter at -3 V. by the drop across the 
19-ohm (section) power resistor (87). This also biases all 
foregoing signal control-grids for proper tube operation and 
the R.F. and I.F. suppressor-grids for better tube efficiency. 

(Continued on page 235) 
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Fig. 1. Breakdown chart of the various causes of errors in test meters. 


OW ACCURATE is the voltage reading you just took 
on that receiver? How accurate are the meters you 
are using in your service work, anyway? 

Are you one of those trusting Service Men who 
think that just because a meter is fairly new or expensive, 
it will give readings that are 100 per cent accurate at any 
point on the scale? Or, on the other hand, are you one of 
the suspicious but disillusioned type who has tried to check 
the accuracy of the meters in his test instruments, only to 
find that no two readings agree exactly? In either case, you 
(in common with most radio Service Men) are the victim 
of an incomplete, or inaccurate knowledge of electrical in- 
strument construction and operating characteristics, for, 
anyone closely associated with electrical instrument design 
and manufacture is well aware that errors exist in all instru- 
ments, and will admit it freely. Fortunately, the entire sub- 
ject of meter accuracy is fairly simple—and interesting. 
Perhaps we can clear up, in this series of articles, some of 
the more troublesome difficulties. 


NO METER IS 100 PER CENT ACCURATE 

First of all, get this fundamental fact firmly in your mind: 
no commercial type electrical indicating instruments are 
guaranteed to read 100 per cent correctly at every point 
on the scale—only very expensive laboratory-type instru- 
ments approach such perfection. 

That means that you cannot, and should not, expect the 
readings you take on your servicing meters to be 100 per 
cent accurate. They really don’t have to be—but that’s 
another part of our story. What you should know is, how 
large the errors are, what their origin is, how you can 
minimize them, and whether they will seriously affect the 
usefulness of your measurements. 

The accuracy, sensitivity, and reliability of an electrical 
instrument are determined by its design, the quality of the 
materials used in it, the care taken in its construction, the 
accuracy with which it has been assembled and calibrated 
at the factory, and how roughly it has been handled since 
made: In order to make meters that can be priced within 
the reach of the average user, accuracy has to be sacrificed 
somewhat. 

Meters can be purchased for from less than a dollar up to 
several hundred dollars. Naturally, the more one pays for 
an instrument, the better the quality of materials used in 
it and the more accuracy and care exercised in its work- 
manship and calibration. The general run of meters used 
in present-day high-grade servicing instruments represent 
a good common-sense compromise between accuracy and 
price—they provide sufficient accuracy (around 98 per cent 
for D.C. instruments and 95 per cent for rectifier type A.C. 
instruments) for the general run of servicing measurements 
to be made, and are priced within the limits of the Service 
Man’s pocketbook. Their manufacturers deserve unstinted 
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HOW DEPENDABLE 
ARE YOUR 


METER READINGS? 


Rare indeed is the Service Man who realizes 
just how, why, and to what extent his service 
meter readings may be inaccurate—and 
how much it really matters! This article ex- 
plains, simply and expertly, the entire subject 
of meter accuracy. The author's published 
works include his well-known "Radio Physics 
Course," "Modern Radio Servicing," etc. 


ALFRED A. GHIRARDI HHH PART | 


praise, for by working out clever designs, careful selection 
of materials, and taking advantage of every technical ad- 
vance and possible manufacturing economy, they have suc- 
ceeded in making really fine, rugged, instruments available 
to the Service Man at reasonable cost. 

But the Service Man should realize that these instruments 
are not perfect—no manufacturer claims them to be! Prac- 
tical construction difficulties make absolutely precise instru- 
ments unobtainable. A knowledge of the errors likely to 
occur, the origin of these errors, and the means used to 
make them negligible (or as small as possible) is of value 
in enabling one to use electrical instruments intelligently 
and obtain the best results from them under working 
conditions. 


WHAT CAUSES THE ERRORS? 

Now that we are reconciled to the fact that errors do 
exist in measurements made with electrical instruments, let 
us see what they are and what may cause them. 

All of the common inaccuracies have been grouped and 
arranged for quick reference in a convenient chart in Fig. 1. 
Notice that there are 4 main sources of inaccuracy: (1) 
those which are inherent in the instrument itself due to its 
design and construction, and which may be present even 
in brand new instruments; (2) those which have developed 
in the instrument as a result of its constant usage, rough 
handling, etc.; (3) those which occur because of the par- 
ticular way the instrument is used, or the conditions under 
which the measurement is made; and, (4) those which 
occur through inaccurate reading of the pointer position by 
the observer. In the chart, each of these is further broken 
down into its contributing causes. 

Let us review these contributing causes of error briefly, 
so that we may understand why they may be present and 
what effects they have on the readings. 

(1) Inaccuracies Inherent in the Instrument Itself 

(A) Temperature errors due to self-heating. Most instru- 
ments contain sources of heat, such as moving coils of fine 
wire, springs, shunts, multiplier resistors, rectifiers, etc., 
through which the currents flow. This heat tends to cause a 
rise in the temperature of the various parts of the instrument 
—resulting in a change in the resistance of these parts, a 
consequent change in the current flowing, and a change in 
the deflection of the pointer. (‘“Carbon” resistors have a 
negative coefficient and hence decrease in resistance value.) 

Naturally, the error which may result depends upon the 
value of the current or voltage under measurement and upon 
the length of time that the instrument is kept in the circuit. 
Fortunately, since the currents involved in the measurements 
made in radio service work are fairly small and the instru- 
ments are kept in the circuit only for a very short time, this 
source of error is not a very great problem. 

By making the shunts and multiplier resistors of resistance 
materials which have a very low temperature coefficient of 
resistance, their resistance change due to heating is 
minimized. The incréase in resistance of the copper movable 
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coil is compensated-for by using a control-spring material 
which produces a restraining spring that weakens just the 
right amount with change of temperature so as to offset the 
effect of the resistance increase of the movable coil. By 
employing these refinements in design, the actual error due 
to self-heating in commercial instruments is kept so low 
that it is negligible. 

(B) and (C) Frequency and waveform errors. Errors due 
to variation of frequency (A.C. measurements), seldom 
bother the Service Man, because these errors are negligible 
for the frequencies of the A.C. circuits he has occasion to 
make measurements on. The same is true of waveform varia- 
tion, which is, to a certain extent, analogous to variation of 
frequency. 

(D) Mechanical errors. The quality of the control springs 
used in an electrical instrument has a very important bear- 
ing on its permanency and accuracy. The springs are such 
important items in the meter, that the rigid inspection they 
undergo before the meter leaves the factory of any reliable 
manufacturer makes them almost certain to be in perfect 
condition. What may happen to them later will be discussed. 

Another mechanical error may be caused by friction in 
the jeweled bearings. This trouble also, has been reduced 
to insignificant proportions by proper inspection at the fac- 


- tories. However, as we shall see presently, rough handling, 


or excessive wear may cause this trouble later. 

(E) Calibration errors. The scales for very inexpensive 
instruments are engraved or printed all in one batch, on 
the assumption of a particular deflection law for a given 
type instrument; generally the individual instruments are 
then adjusted by trial to make their deflections fit the scales 
as closely as possible. Naturally, such meters do not give 
accurate readings; but since the sale price is so low, the 
cost of individually calibrating each instrument would be 
prohibitive, and there is no other alternative. 

For the better grade instruments, it is common practice to 
calibrate the scale of each instrument individually. It is not 
necessary, of course, to determine every scale division by 
test, especially on direct-current instruments with nearly 
uniform scales. It is usually considered sufficient to check 
at only a few points on the scale of a D.C. instru- 
ment by actual test. The intermediate points are filled-in, 
sometimes by hand, preferably by a mechanical method. Of 
course, if the shunts, multiplier resistors, or condensers used 
in the instrument are not accurate in value, this will affect 
the accuracy of the entire instrument. Any subsequent 
changes in these values due to “aging” of the resistors, con- 
densers, control-springs or magnets, will also affect the 
accuracy. (Scales, even, are preferably of metal, for per- 
manence.) 

(2) Inaccuracies Developed Through Use and Handling of 
the Instrument 

A good electrical instrument is as fine and delicate a piece 
of mechanism as a fine jeweled watch. It should be handled 
with just as much care as such a watch, if its original 
accuracy is to be maintained; for many things may happen 
to it at any time, impairing its accuracy and reliability. Such 
a simple thing as a bump, or a fall, always possible with 
portable instruments, may have serious consequences. With 
permanently-installed instruments, a knock or a blow, con- 
tinual vibration, effect of powerful nearby magnetic fields, 
overloads or other disturbances—any of these may affect 
instruments to such an extent as to make their readings 
unreliable. 

(F) Bent pointer and overload. If too great a voltage is 
applied across the meter terminals (or stated in another way, 
too much current is allowed to flow through the meter coil), 
the pointer may strike against the end stop with sufficient 
violence to bend it. See Fig. 2A. If this occurs, never bring 
the pointer back to zero by means of the zero-adjusting 
screw, for this will not bring the indications into even 
approximate agreement with the scale markings. It will 
bring the moving coil into an initial position far different 
from that which it occupied when the initial calibration was 
made. See Fig. 2B. The correct thing to do is to straighten 
the pointer itself, in order to bring it back to zero. (Fig. 2C.) 
Errors due to bent pointers are quickly detected (in most 
instruments) by a lack of parallelism between the pointer 

(Continued on page 236) 
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Fig. A. Appearance of the 60-W. push-pull negative-feedback amplifier. 

















Fig. B. Under chassis view of the amplifier showing wiring and small parts. 


HE BEAM-TUBE high-fidelity dual amplifier to be 
described incorporates 3 well-worked out stages of nega- 
tive feedback. 

Distortion, due to incorrect plate and screen-grid 
voltage regulation, is a very serious condition—particularly, 
in high-power amplifiers that incorporate negative feed- 
backs. Proper methods and carefully-designed feedback 
systems with well-designed power supplies will correct this 
fault and ward off all possible troubles generally encoun- 
tered in this type of audio amplifier design. (A more de- 
tailed discussion of feedback amplifiers in general covering 
their operation and construction will not be taken up in 
this article, since much has been published in previous issues 








HOW TO MAKE A 

CLASS A‘ PUSH-PULL 
NEGATIVE-FEEDBACK 
60-W. AMPLIFIER 


Unlike previous types of negative-feedback 
amplifiers described in RADIO-CRAFT this 
new unit incorporates 3 stages utilizing this 
circuit arrangement. New tubes are featured. 


WALTER J. BRONSON 
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of Radio-Craft magazine.) Let us now see how these re- 
quirements are met. 


CIRCUIT DETAILS 


First, a portion of the signal is fed back from the con- 
trol-grids of the 6F6 push-pull A-prime stage to the cathode 
of the 6C8 push-pull voltage amplifier tube V2. (See Fig. 1.) 
This tube is the driver stage in push-pull combination to the 
6F6 grids. 

Second, feedback is accomplished in the following stage 
by taking part of the signal from the control-grids of the 
6L6s through C13 and C14 including R15 and R16 which 
are connected to the grid-returns of the 6F6 input trans- 
former T1. 

It is well to mention at this point that T1 is especially 
designed where feedback was a prime factor in the design 
of the amplifier. The secondary is constructed with 2 separate 
windings making this an ideal component for this particular 
type of audio work. Although, this transformer can be used for 
the more straightforward audio systems by simply making 
a jumper connection from one secondary section to the other. 

Third, negative feedback is again fed through a resistance- 
capacity network from the plates of the 6L6s to the negative 


grid-returns of the same stage. This not only compensates - 


for certain deficiencies in the “B” voltage supply regulation, 
but also aids in the correction of 3rdharmonic distortion of 
the 6L6s. 


NOTES ON CONSTRUCTION 

In constructing the amplifier and power supply for this 
system, care should be exercised in closely following the 
original layout of components. It is imperative, however, if 
preamplifiers are to be used in conjunction with this ampli- 
fier, that they should be perfectly shielded. Although ample 
gain is available at the 2 primary stages driving the inter- 
stage driving tubes. 

To simplify construction and wiring the system is incor- 
porated into separate units, that is, all audio parts and tubes 


C17, .05-MF, Vv 

LOS S00 BOTTOM 
ViEW OF 
SOCKET 
PLUG ) 


Fig. |. Schematic diagram of the 60-W. push-pull negative-feedback amplifier. The tubes are hooked up in class A-prime arrangement. 
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are on one chassis; and power transformers, including their 
filter systems and rectifier tubes, are on a separate chassis. 
The dimensions of foundation chassis are as follows, 9 x 14 
x 1% ins. deep; 3/32-in.-thick aluminum is used. This ma- 
terial was selected for the foundations to minimize weight 
and for its inherent qualities in the effect of shielding all 
possible stray hums from audio components and wiring. 


TUBE SEQUENCE 

The 6C8s. The primary input stages are comprised of two 
6C8Gs, V1 and V2. These tubes are classified as double 
triodes with the exception of having a separate cathode for 
each triode section of the tube. Due to the development of 
this new tube, voltage amplifier circuits are greatly simpli- 
fied, and especially suited where push-pull operation through- 
out the entire audio system is desired. In the arrangement 
on the schematic diagram, the reader will note that 1 tube 
is equivalent to 2 tubes in a straightforward class A push- 
pull arrangement. 

Improvement in quality reproduction of the 2 input stages 
is obtained by employing separate bias resistors and filter 
networks to each individual cathode. 

Tube V1 is shown in the schematic diagram with an open- 
circuited input: this increases the possibilities of varied 
types of input couplings and multiple mixer stages. By 
having a throw-over switch special detector combinations 
of the phase-inverter type can easily be directly coupled to 
the input of this amplifier. Simplification of volume control 
is procured by using a dual 0.25-meg. volume control having 
an audio taper operating in tandem. The location of this 
control is in the control-grid circuit of the following 6C8 
which is V2. 

The 6F6s. Driver voltage for the 6F6 control-grids is 
accomplished by utilizing the 2 plates of V2 connected at 
the interstage transformer in push-pull class A. Ample 
driving power is obtained at this point when the 6C8 plates 
are operated at approximately 275 V. The grid-returns of 
the 6F6s operated in class A-prime are taken out with a 
lead to the negative return of the power transformer P.T.2 
having the proper dropping resistor to ground. Bias voltage 
for the two 6F6s should be approximately 28 V. negative. 
However, it is best recommended to use a semi-variable 
resistor at this point for obtaining “C’’-bias in cases where 
the bias voltages are apt to be abnormal; this also simplifies 
the adjustments and insures correct tube operation. 

V3 and V4 6F6s are triode-connected (plate and screen 
grid tied together at socket). For V3 and V4, “B” voltage 
is 300 from mid-tap of driver transformer to ground. This 
voltage is taken from a 300-V. point at the P.T.2 power 
supply. These tubes are operated at strictly class A-prime 
driving the control-grids of the final stage. 

The 6L6. This output stage utilizes 6L6s operated in class 
A-prime. Negative “C’’-bias voltage for the 6L6 stage is 
approximately 36 V. for both tubes. A semi-variable resistor 
similar to the one used in the 6F6 stage is also employed 
at this point for correcting bias voltage and simplifying 
adjustments. Supply voltage for the screen-grids of the 
6L6s is secured from a 300-V. point of the P.T.2 power 
supply. Supplying the plates of the 6L6s is “B” voltage, 
taken directly from P.T.1, having exactly 405 V. D.C. from 
mid-tap of output transformer to ground. Unit P.T.1 is 
solely the power supply including filament supply for the 
6L6 plates and filament. 

















Fig. C. Appearance of the heavy-duty power supply of the 60-W. amplifier 




















Fig. D. Under chassis view of the power supply showing wiring. 


“B"-POWER SOURCE 


A glance at the schematic diagram, Fig. 2, will reveal 
an unusual method in securing plate and screen-rrid voltages 
for all tubes. Two heavy-duty power transformers are 
effectively put to use, each transformer having its own 
individual rectifier and “B” filter networks insuring against 
possible current over-loading when the operation of the 
amplifier is susceptible to long hours of grueling work. 

Rectifier tubes consist of an 83 for plate rectification of 


P.T.1 supplying plate voltage and current only to the 6L6 
plates. 

It is not necessary to use a high-current-delivering recti- 
fying tube for P.T.2 since only the plates of the smaller 
tubes including screen-grid supply for 6L6s is being drawn 
from this source; a 5Z3 affords ample output. The total 
current drain from this power supply is approximately 125 
ma. Transformer P.T.2 is rated at 200 ma., therefore, “B” 
voltage and filament supply for a large-size radio tuner can 
be easily drawn from this source. Due to the fact that the “B” 
voltage supply is taken from P.T.2 supplying the input 

(Continued on page 251) 
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Fig. 2. Schematic diagram of the heavy-duty power supply. Actually there are 2 separate supplies, each with its own filter network. 
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Fig. A. The "Cyclops" 9-in. volt-ohmmeter in use. 


LATEST 


TEST APPARATUS 


FOR THE 


SERVICE MAN 
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"CYCLOPS" VOLT-OHMMETER 
IS 9 INS. IN DIAMETER! 


HE AVERAGE shop Service Man 

with his array of tools, hot soldering 
iron, test equipment, etc., spread before 
him and with test prods in his hands 
probing at certain voltage sources, must 
crane his neck and squint his eyes in 
order to get a reading on his small volt- 
ohmmeter; and while he does this one 
of the prods very often slips and he 
loses contact. Follows “cuss words”, etc. 

All this fuss and bother can be elim- 
inated, according to the manufacturer 
of the new 9-inch “Cyclops” Volt-Ohm- 
meter shown in Fig. A. It has a scale 
which is more than 6% ins. long, 
enabling accurate readings from a dis- 
tance of 3 or 4 ft. 

Furthermore, because of its special 
construction, only a 4-in. hole is re- 
quired for mounting. It has a good 
“business-like” appearance, which will 
impress most set owners. Its main job, 
however, which it does very nicely, is to 
afford quick, accurate meter indications, 
easily readable. In this sense it is a 
real time saver and will be appreciated 
in every service shop. 

(1303) 





AN R.F. SIGNAL 
GENERATOR WITH AN ACCURACY 
OF 1% 

NOWN AS the model 110, this direct- 

reading, silver-finish dial may be 
estimated to % of 1 per cent. See Fig. 
B. Its accuracy is claimed to be % of 1 
per cent and its frequency range is 100 
ke. to 31 me. 

The radio-frequency output is con- 
tinuously variable through vernier con- 
trol and a 4-step ladder attenuation 
from minimum to 100,000 microvolts 


(0.1-volt) on all bands. (There is no 
uncontrollable, high-output tap.) A 
uni-selector switch provides 400-cycle 
internally-modulated R.F., unmodulated 
R.F., externally-modulated R.F., and 
400-cycle push-pull sinusoidal audio 
voltage for amplifier tests that is ad- 
justable 0-1.2 V. The rotor-inductor 
switching is done by making all coil 
contacts direct to the oscillating circuit. 

To exclude strays, the entire R.F. 
circuit is enclosed in a separate, copper- 
shielded box. Power supply and modula- 
tor circuits are independently shielded, 
and the power chassis, power supply 
cord, and R.F. units are completely 
isolated by shielded, multi-section filters. 
The outer interlocking case is uni- 
welded and finished in a rich, dark 
green baked crystalac trimmed with 
etched silver designation plates. The 
tube complement is one 76 oscillator, 
one 6X5 rectifier, and one 6N7 modu- 


lator. 
(The Clough-Brengle Co.) 


ENGLISH-READING COMPACT 
VIBRATOR CHECKER 


NOWN AS the model 4100, this 

newly-developed instrument checks 
all types of auto or 6-V. household vi- 
brators, regardless of whether they are 
half-wave, full-wave, synchronous, non- 
synchronous, etc., and regardless of 
what the prong arrangement might be. 
A universal adapter takes care of the 
latter. 

The meter used is of the direct-read- 
ing type, indicating “good”, “weak” or 
“bad” vibrators. It tests for shorts, 
sticking contacts, unsteady output, low 
output and poor starting. Only 2 
switches and a meter compensator need 
be “wiggled”, affording simplicity of 
operation. See dia. Fig. 3 (pg. 217). 





It is furnished in a portable case 
with overall dimensions of 7% x 8% x 
2% ins. Its total carrying weight is 
5% lbs. See illustration at Fig. C. 

(1304) 





HIGH-SPEED FUSES 
PROTECT METERS IN NEW 
PRACTICAL WAY 


SIMPLE METHOD of protecting 

commercial or home-made volt-ohm- 
milliammeters is suggested by a lab- 
oratory that has long specialized on this 
subject. It consists merely of the sub- 
stitution of a double-pole selector switch 
for the commonly used single-pole type; 
in conjunction with special meter-type 
fuses. 

The one pole is connected to various 
shunts as in the original hook-up and 
the other arm is connected to various 
meter fuses of a limited range. Usually, 
the range from 1/100- to %4-A. can be 
split up most effectively by 4 types of 
fuses: the 1/100-, the 1/32-, the %- and 
the 4-A. ratings. This covers the range 
from 1 ma. to 100 ma. which is the 
commonly-used scale. See Fig. 1. 

By using the method described and 
illustrated in Fig. 1, the Service Man 
can speed up the time used in checking 
by quick insertion of the test prod. If, 
by accident, a damaging potential is 
contacted it merely means the blowing 
of inexpensive meter fuses, thereby 
saving the cost of replacing expensive 
shunts and delicate meter movements. 

(1305) 


MUTUAL-CONDUCTANCE 
TUBE AND MULTI-TEST METER 
I fps TUBE TESTER not only tests 
all tubes but also indicates volts, ohms, 
milliamperes, output, microfarads, ca- 

















Fig. B. This signal generator has 0.5% accuracy. 





Fig. C. This new vibrator checker tests all types of 
auto or 6 V. household vibrators. Can be used on 


counter, in the service shop. 
Weighs but 5!/. Ibs. 





or carried around. 





























Fig. |. The simple but very practical method of 
protecting expensive volt-ohm-milliammeters utilizes 
@ 2-deck switch and fast-acting “meter fuses. 


a deck carries the fuses. 


Name and address of any manufacturer will be sent on receipt of self-addressed, stamped envelope. Kindly give (number) in above description of device. 
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Work's more profitable when the Service Man uses the radio 


equipment described on these pages. 


Extended ranges 


feature some of the test instruments here illustrated; others 
bid for attention via other advantages. In several instances 
schematic circuits have been made available to the techni- 
cian so that he may determine for himself the relative merits 


of the respective instruments. 


EU CeCCeeCCCL 


pacity, leakage and decibels! 

As a tube tester it has a dual-reading 
scale, one marked POOR and RE- 
PLACE and the other graduated in 
micro-ohms of mutual conductance. See 
Fig. D. 

In addition to the quantities listed 
above it also indicates the amount of 
hum in filter systems and checks the 
inductance of chokes with or without 
the D.C. component of current. 

The A.C. voltmeter is accurate on 
all commercial and audio frequencies. 
The ohmmeter uses no batteries, oper- 
ates from the built-in power pack. 

The meter used is a d’Arsonval type, 
scale length cover 4 ins., with etched 
dial easily readable, owing to color 
grouping of ranges. The same scale 
is used for reading A.C. and D.C. volts, 
and it is uniform. No _ copper-oxide 
rectifiers are used anywhere in the cir- 
cuit; all rectification is accomplished by 
vacuum-tube circuits. 

The unit is contained in a compact 
case through careful arrangement of 
the component parts. Case is rubbed 
walnut, operating panel is etched 
chromium finish. All necessary leads 
are furnished. Instrument is the model 
AC-51X. 

(Hickok Electrical Inst. Co.) 





SIGNAL GENERATOR 
OR "STATION SETTER" FOR 
PHILCOS 1938-LINE RADIO SETS 
AX A.C.-OPERATED signal genera- 


tor—a precision-built, laboratory- 
type instrument—has been especially 
developed to meet the needs of those 
Service Men who may be called upon to 
service the new line of Philco “Cone- 
Centric Automatic Tuning” radio re- 
ceiver models. See Fig. E. It is essen- 
tial that these radio sets be properly 
set-up to the stations printed on the 


dial, before delivery to the customer. 

To get the maximum benefit from 
Automatic Tuning, the setting of each 
individual station must be exactly on 
its correct frequency. If this setting-up 
is attempted simply by tuning-in a 
broadcast station, it will be found that 
probably no two people will tune the 
radio set to the same point, when 
listening to the same station. To pre- 
vent this possibility, this new signal 
generator and “station setter” was de- 
veloped to guarantee 100% accuracy on 
every station. 

A few of the many features of the 
1938 model 077 signal generator or 
Station Setter are: 

Operates from A.C. outlet; covers 
highest and lowest frequencies (115 kc. 
to 37 mc.), in fundamentals, not har- 
monics; generous overlap of bands; 
combined on-off and modulation switch; 
new knife-edge pointer for accurate 
readings; 3 output connections; ex- 
ceptionally high R.F. output; full at- 
tenuation on all bands controllable in 
steps or continuously; 400-cycle audio 
signal provided; equipped with 6 ft. 
cable and plug having extra outlet 
built-in; unaffected by line-voltage 
variations. 

(1306) 


AC-DC MULTIMETER FOR 
RADIO, P.A. AND AMATEUR 
USE 


HE A.C.-D.C. MULTIMETER de- 

scribed below has been primarily de- 
signed to cover all the ranges required 
in modern radio servicing. Its adapt- 
ability to P.A. and amateur transmit- 
ting needs is due to an additional high- 
voltage range (2,500 V. A.C. and D.C.) 
accessible through a separate set of 
twin tip-jacks. An _ individually-cali- 

(Continued on page 246) 
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Fig. E. Signal generator or 


“station setter’. 
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Fig. 2. Schematic circuit of the A.C.-D.C. meter illustrated in Fig. F. 
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Fig. 3. Schematic circuit of vibrator tester 
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“LEARN-BY-EXPERIMENTING” 
BEGINNERS’ PRACTICAL RADIO COURSE 








EXPERIMENT NO. 1 
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Fig. A. The parts needed for Experiment No. |. 








CONDUCTED BY 





AUDIBLE TONE 
GENERATOR 


("RADIO WHISTLE") 


Here is an entirely new way of learn- 
You learn basic principles 
while building useful radio units! 


SOL D. PRENSKY 











Fig. B. The audible tone generator for code work. 
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T IS THE AIM of these Experiments to show fundamental 
principles of Radio in their practical applications, with 
the additional thought in mind of using commercially- 
available parts, selected and adapted, so that they will 

serve as general-purpose construction material. In this way, 
much of the apparatus used in one Experiment may be used 
again and again for other Experiments, thus keeping the 
cost of the apparatus within reasonable limits. 


VOCATIONAL POSSIBILITIES 

As radio develops, the need for well-trained men becomes 
much greater. The lack of proper training has become all 
the more pronounced with the many new developments like 
automatic frequency control and the like. Many, who are 
sincere in their desire to follow new developments, find 
themselves badly handicapped by the fact that no amount 
of practical experience can make up for the gap left in 


*Suegestions for Texts 

“Radio Physics Course” by A. A. Ghirardi—very comprehensive in the 
fundamentals and quite a large book. 

“Elementary Principles of Radio” by Burns—a much smaller book than 
above. . 

“Principles of Radio” by Henney—a general text. 

“Practical Radio Communication” by Nilson and Hornung—a good 
reference book. 

“How to Become a Radio Service Man” by Louis Martin—a Radio-Craft 
Red Book for those interested in service work and a good start to get an 
idea of what is to be done, and how. 


their training by poor grounding in the basic principles of 
their field. 

In a recent talk, Mr. J. K. Whitteker, Chief Instructor at 
R.C.A. Institutes, said, “Opportunities for Service Men and 
other radio workers are increasing considerably as a large 
number of those in the field drop out because of their in- 
adequate training in the fundamentals of the science of 
radio.” 

It therefore is a matter of first importance to beginners 
and experienced men alike to bend every effort to master 
fundamental principles. These Experiments will go far to 
answer that purpose if the reader actually performs them, 
and in addition, consults a standard text book on principles 
of radio* for explanations of the many topics and terms 
encountered in the Experiments. It is to be emphasized that 
any explanations given here in the course of the Experi- 
ment, are not to be regarded as complete, but simply as 
guides to the principles involved. 

The material to be covered by these Experiments will be 
presented in a sequence of individual Experiments, each of 
which will be a unit in itself, and will assume no previous 
knowledge of radio to any extent, except that which can be 
obtained directly from a text book. Generous use will be 
made of pictorial aids in the beginning. The wood chassis 
in the first Experiment, which can be any cigar box, will be 
found very convenient at first, before it is replaced by work 
with a metal chassis in later Experiments. 
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Fig. 2. The wiring diagram in section A is for the convenience of those who cannot easily follow the schematic diagram in section B. 
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GENERAL PRINCIPLES—THE VACUUM TUBE 

Since practically all radio work centers about the vacuum 
tube, it is necessary that we start with a simple picture of 
how this exceedingly versatile device works. 


A radio tube (or “vacuum tube”) is inherently an amplifier 
or booster device which can increase the strength of any 
given signal (radio program, static, dots and dashes, etc.), 
which is passed through it properly. It can also easily be 
modified to produce its own signal, which can be translated 
by headphones into sound, as will be seen in this experiment. 
However, no matter to what use the tube is put, its funda- 
mental operation is the same, and it will be exceedingly 
helpful, therefore, to carefully consider this basic operation. 

The vacuum tube, used in radio, is shown (see Fig. 1B 
and C) to consist of 3 elements, which are labeled according 
to their physical appearance as follows: 


Filament—a thin wire which is heated by an electric 
current (from a battery or other source) to a point where 
it gives off small particles of electricity called electrons, 
which (when in motion) constitute an electric current. 


Plate—a small sheet of metal which is connected externally 
to the positive side of a battery (or other source of electric 
current) and thus made to attract the electrons from the 
filament, which have a negative charge. The similarity of 
this electric attraction to the well-known magnetic attrac- 
tion between magnets is shown in Fig. 1D and E. 


Here it is seen that when a magnet is presented to another 
magnet suspended by a string, the first magnet when held 
in one position will cause the suspended one to be attracted 
to it (since then, the “unlike poles” [North-South, North- 
South] face each other). When the first magnet, however, 
is turned over so that it is reversed, right to left, it will be 
found to repel the suspended magnet (since now the “like 
poles” [North-North, South-South] are facing each other). 


Grid—a mesh or open lattice-work of wire (placed be- 
tween the filament and plate) with spaces between the wire, 
through which the electrons must travel on their path to 
the plate. When this grid is connected to the positive side 
of a battery, or other source of electrical supply, it will 
increase the flow of electrons since, being positive, it will 
also attract the negative electrons because of their “opposite 
charge.” However, the same grid, if connected to the negative 
side of an electrical source, will now repel the negative elec- 
trons back to the filament, since “like eharges of electricity 
repel each other.” In this case the number of electrons avail- 
able to flow to the plate becomes smaller. 

Thus, as shown in Fig. 1B, when the grid is positive, the 
total number of electrons flowing to the plate becomes 
greater, since the grid is now helping the current (electrons). 

When the grid is negative (see Fig. 1C), the total number 
of electrons flowing to the plate becomes less, since the grid 
now retards the flow of current (electrons) to the plate. 

In this manner, the grid acts as a “control valve” or 
“trigger” so that a small change in the electrical charge of 
the grid controls a large change in the flow of electrons 
(which is the current) to the plate. 

The vacuum tube, in operation, consists of 3 complete 
electrical paths, each a completely closed “loop”, called 
circuits, as shown dotted in Fig. 1F. 

(A) The filament loop is fed by the “A” battery or other 
form of (low or filament) voltage supply which heats the 
filament, causing it to give off electrons. 

(B) The grid loop (input circuit) contains the signal 
which is to be amplified. The electric charge (or available 
energy) from a battery which is applied to this circuit is 
called the “C” (low, to medium, grid) voltage. 

(C) The plate loop (output circuit) contains the signal, 
which has been amplified. The voltage supplied to this circuit 
is called the “B” (high or plate) voltage and the positive 
side of it is connected to the plate to furnish “plate voltage.” 

The tube operates in the following manner: The input 
signal, by means of the electric charge it gives to the grid, 
is able to control the large stream of electrons which travel 
from the filament to the positive plate. By means of such a 
“trigger action” the tube acts as an amplifier. 

The tube and the other radio parts which will be used in 
the first Experiment are shown in photographic form in 

(Continued on page 232) 
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Fig. A. New modern tester desig.ed to test all types of vibrators. 


speeded up by the use of a Vibrator Tester. Before 
describing the testing of vibrators, I believe it is well 
to take the “mystery” out of the operation of vibra- 
tors. Successful servicing of auto-radio sets is entirely de- 
pendent upon the Service Man’s understanding of the funda- 
mentals of vibrators and: their associated circuits. 
Vibrators should be called automatic switches whose time 
constants are governed largely by the mechanical construc- 
tion of the vibrator or switch. 


INTERRUPTER-TYPE VIBRATOR 

Figure 1A shows the interrupter-type vibrator connected in 
full-wave circuit. 

Current from the “A” battery flows through the center-tap 
of the transformer in the lead marked “A HOT,” and with 
the reed in the upper position, the current flows with the 
arrows. The reed remains momentarily in the upper position 
until the electromagnet draws the reed to the lower position 
and current is interrupted through the upper section and 
starts flowing in the lower section of the transformer. The 
contact with the reed is made momentarily until the electro- 
magnet again returns the reed to the top position. (The 
electromagnet is not shown in the circuit as this can be 
either a series or a shunt type coil.) It is easily seen how 
the speed of the reed and the dwell of the contacts will pro- 
duce pulsating D.C. voltage in the primary of the trans- 
former. This pulsating current is reflected as A.C. voltage 
on the secondary. The transformer ratio is generally 40-to-1. 
Thus, we have an alternating voltage in the secondary of the 
transformer 40 times that of the battery. 


A UTOMOBILE-RADIO servicing today, can be greatly 
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tig. 2. Schematic circuit of the vibrator tester illustrated in Fig. A. 


ABC OF MODERN 
VIBRATOR 
SERVICING 


Fundamental theory concerning the opera- 
tion of the interrupter-type and synchronous- 
type vibrators, and the construction of 
suitable test units, are discussed. 


F. E. WENGER 


QUUDUDEUEN DO EDOUED DURES LUDO ALAS PMA ATOMS 


After we have A.C. in the secondary, this is rectified the 
same as A.C. is rectified in the conventional A.C. power pack. 
Filtering is substantially the same as that for home-type 
radio receivers and is designed for the frequency of the 
vibrator. 


SYNCHRONOUS-TYPE VIBRATOR 

Figure 1B shows the synchronous-type vibrator. Note that 
the current in the primary takes the same path as it did 
in the interrupter-type vibrator. However, the reflected 
voltage in the secondary is rectified somewhat differently, 
inasmuch as it does not use a tube, but uses the same reed 
to interrupt the current in the primary and to pass current 
only in one direction. 

During the first part of the cycle one-half of the secondary 
is delivering current to the reed, and during the second half 
of the cycle, the other half of the secondary is delivering 
current to the reed. Thus, we have accomplished the purpose 
of rectification and passing current in one direction only, 
without the use of a tube. The center-tap of the secondary 
in this instance becomes “B+”. The 2 reeds can be elec- 
trically insulated from each other as is necessary in some 
radio sets where the negative return is below (less than) 
ground potential. However, the reed works in synchronism 
with the primary, hence, we have self-rectification. 

By the foregoing description and a study of the action of 
the vibrator and a study of the circuits, it will be noted 
that the transformer and filter systems are separate parts of 
the vibrator proper and should be tested and analyzed the 
same as similar circuits are in conventional home-radio sets. 

(Continued on page 247) 
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Fig. I. Section A shows the interrupter-type vibra- 
tor working ‘'full-wave."" The pulsating D.C. in the 
primary is transformed into A.C. in the secondary 
at a voltage 40 times greater than that in the 
primary. A _ rectifier tube is then required to 
obtain D.C. Section B shows the synchronous-type 
vibrator, also working ‘‘full-wave."' Here, however, 
the A.C. in the secondary is rectified through the 
medium of contacts on the vibrator reed. A separate 
rectifier tube is not required. 
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This department brings to you each month the 
newest developments in electronic, radio and 
Aggressive tech- 
nicians use this department to keep posted on 
the newer and better ways of doing things. 


public-address equipment. 


THE LATEST 
RADIO EQUIPMENT 
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The newest in office intercommunicat- 

ing units includes, in this all-bakelite 

apparatus, 2 pen-wells and 4 ashtrays. 
(1286) 





A cleverly-designed socket that will 
appeal to the radio man is here illus- 
trated. The isolantite top rotates of 
a metal baseplate to any desired posi- 
tion in order to facilitate wiring. (1287) 





A dynamic microphone in a bullet- 

sha housing; a volume control is 

built-on. Frequency response, 20 to 
9,000 cycles, it is said. (1288) 








The earphone supplied in addition to 

the loudspeaker affords, in this un- 

usually fine-appearing interphone, the 
facility of privacy. (1289) 





CRYSTAL 
LOUDSPEAKER IX. 








ULTRA-MODERN DESK-SET 
INTERPHONE (1286) 
(The Webster Company) 


OR THE BUSY business man 

there is now available a combina- 
tion desk set and wire-type inter- 
office communication system. The 
desk set incorporates 4 nested ash- 
trays, 2 fountain-pen funnels, and 
troughs for pens, erasers, pencils 
and clips. Like this desk equipment 
the A.C.-D.C. “Amplicall” inter- 
phone is made of molded black bake- 
lite. Both 2-way and multiple-station 
systems are available in apparatus 
having the same general appearance. 


IMPROVED TUBE SOCKETS 
(1287) 


ADE PARTLY of §isolantite 

these new sockets feature in 
addition a prong-grip that extends 
the whole length of the tube prong. 
The face of the socket is electrically 
“dead’’"—no metal extends through 
it. Still another feature is the design 
which permits rotation, of the 
isolantite body to any one of 6 posi- 
tions on a metal holder, to facilitate 
wiring. An isolantite stand-off pildar 
is provided; except for the octal 
socket which is supplied with 2 
metal pillars. 


NEW BULLET-SHAPE 
MICROPHONE (1288) 


HE NEWEST in bullet-shape dy- 

namic microphones features the 
use of a built-on volume control. 
The response characteristic is said 
to be from 20 to 9,000 cycles. Par- 
ticularly recommended for use with 
a “guitar” amplifier. The bakelite 
ease is available in black, Chinese- 
red or ivory. 


FAST-ACTION ARTISTIC 
INTERPHONE (1289) 
(United Sound Engineering Co.) 


N THE “personal call-phone”’ sys- 

tem illustrated an earphone pro- 
vides comparative privacy; raising 
the earphone from its rest makes 
conversation confidential by bring- 
ing the remote party’s voice over 
the earphone instead of the loud- 
speaker. A busy signal is provided. 
Every station is a master. The finish 
is black with aluminum trim. 


3-IN. INTERPHONE 
CRYSTAL SPEAKER-MIKE 
(1290) 
(The Brush Development Co.) 


LTHOUGH somewhat greater 

amplification is required, the 
new crystal-type speaker-mike here 
illustrated affords a greater fre- 
quency response range than is avail- 
able from the ordinary run of mag- 
netic and dynamic transducers de- 
signed for interphone service. 

As a microphone, its output level 
is approximately -40 db. (0 ref. 
equals 1 V. per dyne per sq. cm.) 
and it is worked directly into the 
control-grid of the first tube with 
a grid resistor of 1 meg. When 
switching the unit to loudspeaker 
position, it is not necessary to use 
an output transformer between the 
last stage and the speaker. It is 
common practice to shunt-feed the 
last tube plate through a typical 
load resistor; and to couple the 
speaker to the plate by means of a 
0.05-mf. condenser (to shunt a %4- 
meg. resistor across the speaker). 


RACK-PANEL 
COORDINATED SOUND 
SYSTEM (1291) 
(Wholesale Radio Service Co., Inc.) 


CHOOLS, offices, factories, 

churches, community centers, 
etc., will be particularly interested 
in the self-contained sound system 
here illustrated. It permits personal 
calling, mass announcements and the 
rebroadcasting of radio programs or 
phonograph records. All components 
are carefully coordinated with each 
other. Includes an all-wave radio 
receiver. 


MICROPHONE HANDSET 
FOR TRANSCEIVERS, ETC. 
(1292) 


MPROVEMENTS in earphones and 

microphones have been combined 
in a new handset for communicating 
systems, radiophone equipment, 
monitoring set-ups, etc. 

Earphone is modernistic type. 
2,000 ohms D.C. resistance (for 
plate circuit of a type 56, 76, etc.). 

Microphone is a crystal unit that 
peaks at 3,500 cycles for improved 
speech intelligibility. Damping pre- 
vents blasting in close-talking 

(Continued on page 238) 




















CRYSTAL 
MICROPHONE 








Handset has crystal microphone and 
magnetic earphone. (1292) 
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A.C. filament rheostat. (1293) 




















Crystal! "‘interphone" transducer has good fidelity. (1290) 
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An aircraft radio receiver that obtains 4-tube efficiency with only 2 tubes. (1295) 
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Fig. B 











1-IN IMAGE 
C-R. TUBE 











Fig. C 








Fig. D 





MODERN SERVICING 


OSCILLOSCOPES 


Increase in oscilloscope sales prove that they are becoming 
more and more popular as regular servicing instruments. 
Outlined in this article are the features of some of the latest 


commercial units. 


CATHODE-RAY 
"ANALYZER" IS NEWEST SERVICE 
TOOL 

IS INSTRUMENT contains the fol- 
lowing sections: a 2-in. oscilloscope 
(cathode-ray tube and its power sup- 
ply), separate amplifiers for the hori- 
zontal and vertical deflecting plates, an 
electronic “wobbler” (frequency modu- 
lator) of improved design, a linear- 
sweep circuit, and a group of variable 
and fixed alignment capacities. 

An all-wave signal generator, either 
external or built-in, is a necessity when 
using any cathode-ray equipment for 
radio receiver alignment. In order to 
prevent obsolescence of modern equip- 
ment which the engineer might already 
own, this instrument was designed to 
operate with an external signal genera- 
tor. 

All the sections of the block diagram 
(Fig. 1) enclosed by the dotted lines 
are contained in the single attractive 
metal case shown in Fig. A. The controls 
have been divided into 4 groups—(1) 
Horizontal, (2) Vertical, (3) Linear 
Sweep, and (4) Alignment Capacities— 
so that the analyzer is easily operated 
and the necessary adjustments may be 
quickly made. 

The fixed oscillator (A, in Fig. 1) 
which operates at a frequency of 800 
ke., is frequency modulated + 15 ke. 
by the “wobbler” (B), thus producing 
a bandwidth of 30 ke. 

This frequency-modulated wave is 
mixed with the unmodulated output of 
the signal generator (C) in the fre- 
quency changer (D), the output of 
which has a contact bandwidth (30 kc.) 
regardless of the signal-generator fre- 
quency. The signal generator must be 
adjusted to a frequency which is either 
800 ke. higher or lower than that de- 
sired. For example, to align a receiver 
at 1,000 ke. the generator must be set 
for either 1,800 ke. (1,000 + 800) or 
200 ke. (1,000 — 800). 

The output of the frequency changer 
is fed into the attenuator (E) which in 
turn feeds into the alignment capacities 
(F). The variable capacity has a range 





Fig. |. Block diagram of the oscilloscope illustrated 
in Fig. A showing circuit sequence. 
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of 125-950 mmf. (it is calibrated with 
the special shielded coaxial cable [G] 
which connects the instrument to the 
receiver being tested), and is used to 
align the antenna and R.F. stages of 
both home- and car-radio sets. This 
feature enables the engineer to correct- 
ly align car-radio receivers which re- 
quire a variety of accurate “dummy 
antenna” values for best results. Fixed 
condensers of 0.1- and 0.5-mf. are in- 
cluded for I.F. alignment. Spare switch 
positions are available should other 
values be needed. 

The coaxial cable is connected to the 
control-grid of an I.F. tube or to the 
antenna of the receiver (H) (the cor- 
rect alignment capacity being used), 
and the “high” side of the diode-load 
resistor of the receiver 2nd-detector is 
connected to the vertical amplifier (1), 
as shown. The horizontal amplifier (J) 
is internally connected to a source of 
60-cycle voltage. 

A few of the many applications in 
which this model 96 instrument will 
save the service engineer time and 
trouble are: aligning R.F. or I.F. stages 
of home- and car-radio sets, adjusting 
low-frequency padders without the 
necessity of rocking the receiver gang 
condenser, aligning A.F.C. circuits (vir- 
tually impossible any other way), and 
correctly aligning “flat-topped” high- 
fidelity circuits. Hum and distortion may 
be easily located and corrected when 
using the linear sweep (K). 





COMPACT FOUNDATION 
OSCILLOSCOPE USES 1I-INCH C.-R. 
TUBE 

ITH PROPER external addition, 

this basic oscilloscope offers facili- 
ties for the study and adjustment of 
numerous circuit problems. It maybe 
adapted for R.F. and I.F. alignment, 
resistor, condenser, vibrator and many 
other tests. See Fig. B. 

The oscilloscope incorporates an RCA 
type 913 cathode-ray tube with 1-in. 
fluorescent screen; has vertical and 
horizontal defiector-plate terminals on 
the front panel, as well as controls for 
intensity, focus, and sweep amplitude; 
incorporates a built-in 60-cycle sweep 
circuit. The instrument is housed in a 
metal case with black “electro-enamel” 
finish and measures only 5% x 7% x 
4% ins. deep. The front panel of this 
model 840 Ranger Examiner is finished 
in silver and black. 

READRITE METER WORKS 
(Continued on page 234) 
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BUSINESS PROBLEMS 
OF THE SERVICE MAN 


The problems confronting a Service Man just 
branching out “on his own" are many and oft- 
times unforeseen. This series of articles treat 
of these problems in a thorough-going, prac- 
tical and personal manner. Don't miss them! 


Conducted by JACK GRAND 


‘6 LL IS not gold that glitters,” 
nor is every idea a howling 
success! We humans have a 
great weakness, we get an 

idea and build it up in our imagina- 
tions until it is beyond reasonable at- 
tainment. Data is collected from all 
sources. We argue the possibilities of 
the idea from all angles trying to con- 
vince anyone who will listen that the 
idea is fundamentally sound. 

Should anyone disagree, then in our 
opinion, they just don’t get the right 
slant. Criticism, even if sound, is dis- 
regarded because of the extreme en- 
thusiasm on our part. 

It is just too bad—in fact, brutal— 
what a pencil and a piece of paper will 
do. Putting an idea on paper allows 
scrutiny and study. It is surprising how 
things change when imagination is 
eliminated. 

When two or more men get together, 
invariably, discussions arise. Qualifica- 
tions and abilities are discussed, oppor- 
tunities and the success of various en- 
terprises are the topics of conversations. 
Ofttimes the desire for a_ business 
career and a partnership is the out- 
come. 

The type of discussion just described 
was instrumental in the creation of an 
idea whereby a partnership arrange- 
ment was created. The “idea” which 
these two men built up in their imagina- 
tion will be our topic for discussion this 
month. 

The names used are, of course, fic- 
titious. We shall call these men Mr. 
Jerod and Mr, Holtz. 

Mr. Jerod, a young, unmarried man, 
is employed by a large chain organiza- 
tion at a fair salary as a refrigeration 
engineer. During his spare time he had 
taken a resident course in radio serv- 
icing and had graduated. Upon com- 
pleting the course, he continued work- 
ing for the chain, and after working 
hours, he would study and experiment 
further on radio subjects and servicing. 

Mr. Holtz, middle-aged and married, 
is employed by the same chain organiza- 
tion as an electrician. He had been with 
this concern for 12 years. Previous to 
this time his home had been in one of 
the north-western states. 


THE. PROBLEM 
As mentioned in the beginning of the 


‘text with reference to group conversa- 


tions, these two men had ideas in com- 
mon. They both wanted to go into busi- 
ness for themselves. Mr. Jerod was a 
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“knock-out” at elec- 
trical refrigeration 


SERVICE BENCH OF SUCCESSFUL SERVICE MAN 
The service bench illustrated above is that of a successful Service Man, 
F. C. Weckman, of Pittsburgh, Pa., who started on a small scale and gradually 





expanded until now he occupies a total floor space of 6,500 sq. ft. 


and radio servicing, The 
while Mr. Holtz 
considered himself 
a “cracker-jack” as 
an electrical con- 
tractor. Mr. Holtz 
also stressed his popularity and large 
acquaintance in his home town. He felt 
that better opportunities presented 
themselves in the North-West than 
here in the East. 

The seed was there and the idea grew. 
They decided on a partnership and pro- 
ceeded to make plans accordingly. 

No sooner said than done. They went 
to the superintendent, presented their 
case and tendered their resignations. 
The superintendent had known these 
men for a long time and thought well 
of them. He offered his good wishes 
and at the same time, in a spirit of 
friendship, offered them the following 
proposition. 

If Mr. Jerod and Mr. Holtz ‘would 
take care of the refrigeration plant in 
the chain branch of that city he would 
secure for them space in the basement 
of that store, rent free. They could 
also put a sign-in one corner of the 
window. The only stipulation being 
that one of them had to be on duty all 
the time. To this Mr. Jerod and Mr. 
Holtz agreed. 

The picture deseribed is beautiful— 
prospects looked bright. Combining 
refrigeration and radio servicing with 
electrical contracting as an all-year- 
’round business was a master stroke— 
and on top of it all—rent free! 

In summation—the following points 
are outstanding: 

(1) Mr. Jerod is a good man on radio 
and refrigeration service. 

(2) Mr. Holtz is a good electrician. 

(3) Both men are good workers, they 
are congenial and have worked to- 
gether for a number of years. 

(4) A place of business has been 
provided—rent free. 

(5) Mr. Jerod has a circle of friends 
and acquaintances as prospective cus- 
tomers. 

(6) The combined financial resources 
are over $1,000. 

Again I repeat—the picture is good. 
Now let us analyze their problem. 


ANALYZING THE PROBLEM 

What in your opinion are the possi- 
bilities of success for Mr. Jerod and 
Mr. Holtz? 
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icture shows a very small portion of the 6,500 sq. ft. of floor space, 
which is used for auto-radio installation and service, quite a bit of which ie 
sent in by dealers who do not inatall or service their radio eeta. On the 
extreme left is a display board which speaks for itself. This board partially 
hides from view the tube shelves. The analyzer shown at left of the bench 
is the new Triplett 4-unit case made up of (1) point-to-point tester, (2) tube 


(Continued on page 246) 


After you have formed your opinion, 
put it down on paper, and see how it 
compares with the following (illus- 
trated) analysis. 

First—neither has had any business 
experience. 

Mr. Holtz has not been in his home 
town for 12 years, and is depending 
upon friends and acquaintances that he 
has not seen for years. 

I learned that neither one knew how 
many electrical contractors were in 
that town, nor could they inform me as 
to the number of radio service shops 
located there. They did not know the 
type or number of industries in the 
vicinity nor did they know. whether the 
homes were in congested or scattered 
areas. They made no effort to determine 
the competitive conditions. 

From this point on, lack of business 
experience becomes noticeable. 

By studying the sketch (Fig. 1) of 
the store and the space allocated to 
these men, it became apparent that in 
order for a customer to get to the serv- 
ice department they would have to go 
through the store, downstairs and to 
the rear. True, the space is large, but 
not readily accessible. 

Although a sign is permitted in the 
window, no merchandise could be dis- 
played, therefore, possible sales of 

(Continued on page 246) 
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Fig. |. The rent-free space offered as ‘fair exchange" 
for one man's full-time services. 
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Radio Service Data Sheet 














CROSLEY MODEL A-157 (FIVER ROAMIO) AUTO RADIO 





5-Tube Superheterodyne; Automatic Volume Control; Direct Tuning 
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The Fiver Roamio 
direct-tuning, auto- 
radio superhetero- 
dyne. The power 
supply and speaker 
are self-contained, 
the latter being 
mounted the 
left the 


nme mo | Bs 


on 
side of 
housing. 
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The Crosley Model A-157 auto-radio set is a single unit, 5-tube super- 
heterodyne receiver, incorporating A.V.C. and many advanced features 
in circuit design. The power supply unit is an integral part of the 
receiver chassis an@ uses a primary-type vibrator. 

Tubes ana Voltage Limits. The following table gives the functions of 
the tubes used, together with the voltage readings between the tube 
socket contacts and the receiver chassis. Voltage readings taken with a 


1,000 ohms/volt, 500-V. voltmeter (except filaments) with receiver in 
operating condition and no signal input. 
TUBE SOCKET VOLTAGE READINGS 

Tube Function H P S Su K Ga Go 
6A8G Osc.-Mod. 60 220 909 — 0 90 0 
6Z7G LF, Amplifier 6.0 220 90 0 0 —_— _ 
6Q7G Diode Det. & A.F. Amp. 60 110 — — 0 _ — 
6K6G Output 6.0 200 220 — 0 — — 
6X5G Rectifier 6.0 — — — 20 — — 


Power Output approx. 4 W. 
Battery Drain approx. 5.7 A. at 6 V. 


Connect the output meter to 3 and 4 of the 6K6G output tube socket. 
Be sure the meter is protected from D.C. by connecting a condenser 
(0.1-mf. or larger—not electrolytic) in series with one of the leads. 

1. Tuning LF. Amplifier to 455 ke. 

(a) Connect the output of the signal generator through a 0.02-mf., 
or larger, condenser to the top cap of the 6A8G Osc.-Mod. tube, leaving 
the tube’s control-grid clip in place. Connect the ground lead from the 
signal generator to the receiver chassis frame. Keep the generator leads 
as far as possible from the control-grid leads of the other screen-grid tubes. 

(b) Adjust the station selector so that the rotor plates of the tuning 
condenser are completely disengaged and turn volume control to max. 

(c) Set the signal generator to 455 kc. 

(d) Adjust both trimmers located on the 
maximum output. 

(e) Adjust both trimmers located on the Ist LF. 
maximum output. 

(f) Repeat operations (d) and (e) for more accurate adjustments. 

In order to prevent A.V.C. action always use the lowest signal generator 
output that will give a reasonable output meter reading. 

2. Aligning R.F. Amplifier. 

(a) Connect the output lead from the signal generator through a 
mmf. condenser to the “ANT.” connection of the receiver. 

(b) Set the signal generator to 1,400 ke. 

(c) Adjust the station selector to 140 on the dial. 

(d) Adjust the trimmer on the “OSC.” section of the tuning condenser 
for maximum output. 

(e) Adjust the trimmer on the “ANT.” section of the tuning condenser 
for maximum output. 

(f) Readjust the station selector for maximum 
the OSC. trimmer. 

(zg) Repeat operation (e) for more accurate 
3. Adjusting Antenna Compensating Condenser. 

(a) Set the signal generator to 600 kc. 

(b) Tune in a 600 ke. signal with the station selector for maximum 
output. 

(c) Adjust the antenna compensating condenser, Cl. 

(d) Repeat operations (b) and (c) alternately until no further im- 
provement can be obtained. 

(e) Set the signal generator to 1,400 ke. again. 

(f) Tune-in the 1,400 ke. signal with the station selector for maximum 
output. 

(gz) Readjust the trimmer on the “ANT.” section of the tuning con- 
denser for maximum output. 

It will be necessary to adjust the antenna compensating condenser to 
the car antenna after the receiver has been installed in the car. 

(a) After the installation is complete, tune-in a WEAK station be- 
tween 55 and 65 on the dial. 

(b) Adjust the antenna compensating condenser for maximum volume 
in the speaker. 


2nd I.F. transformer for 


transformer for 


250 


output. Do not readjust 


adjustment. 











for OCTOBER, 


RADIO-CRAFT 

















1937 























37 





BUILD THIS 


“INTERMITTENT OPEN’ 
CONDENSER TESTER 


A factory-type "breakdown-test oscillator" is described. 
J Oo S EPH M O S | O HUNUUASUAUAEEUNL AT AESEOAEL AL AADEEAATOADUSD NEUEN AOE AAG ACES AL OETA EU ATAU AU ATA PAE EEA Fig. A. 


detect is the problem of open, or “intermittent open” 

paper condensers. To detect these conditions quickly 
and efficiently a special type of tester has been designed and 
is in use in a well-known condenser factory. Service Men 
may wish to duplicate it. See Fig. A. 

The tester consists of a push-pull oscillator circuit that 
will deliver approximately 8 watts of R.F. power. This 
current is sufficient to tend to break down any intermittent 
contact between the condenser terminal, or wire, and the 
condenser foil. In some cases this break-down will occur 


OR: OF THE MOST difficult condenser troubles to 

















Appearance of the “intermittent open" 
condenser tester. 


immediately, and in others it may be necessary to allow the 
condenser to “cook” for 5 or 10 minutes. If such a weak 
contact is present it is certain that the heavy R.F. current, 
which passes through the condenser, will produce the de- 
sired permanent open and thereby the faulty condensers can 
be eliminated. See Fig. 1 for schematic circuit. 


HOW TO USE THE INTERMITTENT-OPEN 
CONDENSER TESTER 


The circuit is so arranged that the condenser under test 
is placed in a series resonant circuit with the variable con- 
denser of the tester. By varying the capacity of the variable 
condenser, CV, with the test condenser in the circuit at 
terminals TEST, resonance is indicated by maximum glow 
of the pilot light, V. Also, it is possible to have a capacity 
indicator by calibrating the variable condenser with standard 
condensers of known capacitance. Intermittent-open con- 
densers can be detected by the flicker of the pilot light; and 
no-glow indicates a completely-open condition. 

In construction of the tester, it may be necessary to 
adjust the coupling of the coils in the resonant circuit to 
obtain maximum glow of the pilot light, however, after a 
few trials this condition can be obtained satisfactorily. Use 


(Continued on page 241) 





NEW INSTRUMENT 
SPEEDS 


FREE-POINT TESTING 


A new device permits breaking various tube 
circuits to obtain current instead of voltage 
measurements. 


GC. H . KOC H SU 


NEW INSTRUMENT has made it possible to quickly 
A and conveniently make the very important current 

measurements and point-to-point voltage and resistance 
tests through the cord-and-plug method of analysis. Also, 
it eliminates the confusion caused by the great number of 
tube types now in use, in new and old receivers. 

Through the use of machined cards (see Fig. A), placed 
over the jack switches, covering the internal connections and 
designations of all types of tubes, the operator has an ideal 
set-up for making a complete analysis without interruption 
of his trend of thought. Tube manufacturers can arrange 
the elements in any sequence they see fit for it is no longer 
necessary to refer to a complicated chart or to try to remem- 
ber the connections or numerology of the various elements. 

This instrument, which has been given the name of 
“Anal-O-Scope,” when used with any volt-ohm-milliammeter 
is a practical and convenient device for taking current 
readings. Due to the complexity of the present-day receiver 
with its complicated and high-value resistance networks, 
the current method of analysis is becoming a very practical 

(Continued on page 249) 
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Fig. A. The new instrument which facilitates free-point testing. Its ‘'series- 
circuit’ jacks permit current readings of any circuit. 
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Fig. |. Schematic diagram of the instrument illustrated above. Note the 


“series-circuit'' jacks for insertion of a current-reading meter 
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TESTING WEIGHT 
ON PLAYBACK 
NEEDLE 








PROPER ANGLE OF 
NEEDLE WHEN PLAYING 
BACK ACETATES 


E, 30 TO 32 DEG. 








pz F, WHEN LESS THAN 30 DEG, 


oe |. A, Adjustments of the —_ pickup; B and 
, Proper playback angle of needle and head. 


UMEROUS articles have been 
N written in the matter of exact 

recording procedure for the mak- 
ing or cutting of instantaneous records 
on both aluminum and the so-called 
acetates. But articles covering the sub- 
ject of correct playback have been rare. 





TRAILING-SHOE 
PLAYBACK NEEDLE 











WAX, ACETATE AND ALUMINUM 
RECORDINGS 


Close examination of recordings on 
wax, acetates and aluminum show that 


Gone 
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(10) Did you ever know that ampere- 
hour is— 

(a) A popular radio program. (b) A 
quantity of electricity. (c) A fractional 
part of an hour. (d) A particular kind 
of time. (e) An astronomical expres- 
sion of distance. (f) The speed of an 
electric current. 

(11) Radio-frequency currents travel 
along the surface of a wire because— 

(a) The shortest distance between 2 
points is a straight line. (b) 2xR is the 
circumference of a conductor. (c) Cen- 
trifugal force drives it there. (d) “Skin- 
effect” is characteristic of high-fre- 
quency currents in a solid conductor. 
(e) Skip-distance effects arise at high- 
frequencies. 

(12) You may not know offhand, but 
E. M. F. means— 

(a) Equipment Manufacturers Fra- 
ternity. (b) Electromagnetic force. (c) 
Electrical motor friction. (d) Electro- 
motive force. (e) Electrical microfarad. 

(13) Did it ever occur to you that 
grid bias is— 
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CORRECT PLAYBACK 
OF SPOT RECORDINGS 


Proper playback of spot recordings is equally if not more 
important than the actual recording. Here are some inter- 


esting facts. 


RALP H & POW ER tnvenanensnennmmmmmmenmnnn PART | 


the ordinary playback pickup totally 
fails to reproduce many of the recorded 
frequencies! 

The average playback set-up is en- 
tirely unsuitable for use on instan- 
taneous recordings, for the following 
reasons: 


(1) Excessive head weight results in 
excessive needle pressure (which causes 
tearing of the groove bottom and sides) ; 


(2) Too-short an arm results in ex- 
cessive side-wall pressure at the ex- 
treme end of the are in the swing of 
the arm across the record. 


While not so serious on cellulose- 
coated material, its most aggravated 
form shows up on aluminum, where 
there is of necessity, a very shallow 
groove together with a soft, pliable 
playback needle which quickly wears 
its point out of the groove and onto 
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(a) A grid, cut on the diagonal. (b) 
A direct component of the grid voltage. 
(c) A neutral voltage on the grid of a 
tube. (d) An intermediate component of 
the grid voltage. 

(14) A haywire hookup necessarily 
must be— 

(a) A circuit wired carelessly. (b) A 
cross-connected radio network program. 
(c) A farm-type radio set. (d) A radio 
set connected by means of wire from a 
bale of hay. 

(15) Volume control. Are you 
thoroughly familiar with these words? 
Would you say that they referred to— 

(a) A device for reducing signal in- 


tensity. (b) A dietician. (c) A weak 
radio tube. (d) A low-loss potenti- 
ometer. 


(16) If you overheard a conversa- 
tion in which you caught only the 
words power factor would you know 
this was a reference to— 

(a) An electricity generating sta- 
tion. (b) The ratio of true to apparent 
power. (c) The nomograph crossover 
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the record space, or lands between the 
grooves when there is any appreciable 
side pressure. Naturally, the remedy is 
to use an arm the greatest longest possi- 
ble length, together with a frictionless 
pivot bearing. 

Further examination discloses that a 
great number of pieces of equipment 
used to playback instantaneous records 
not only fail to reproduce for the listen- 
er the frequencies and quality recorded 
on the dises, but very often the modu- 
lated groove in a single playing is not 
only seriously deteriorated but in many 
cases completely ruined. 


ACETATE RECORDS VS. 
COMMERCIAL PRESSINGS 
It must be borne in mind that there is 
a vast difference between acetate rec- 
ords and commercial pressings. 
(Continued on page 244) 


FREE—a l-year subscription to RADIO-CRAFT to 
each person who submits a WITTIQUIZ that in the opinion 
of the Editors is suitable for publication in RADIO-CRAFT. 
Read the following WITTIQUIZZES; can you spot the 
correct answers? Now send in YOUR idea of one or more 
good WITTIQUIZZES based on some term used in radio, 


and win an award. 


(Contest rules appear on page 235.) 


STEUER 


point of amplification versus percentage 
curves. (d) The amplification factor of 
a power tube. 


(17) Most radio fans know that a 
voltage divider is— 

(a) An official appointed by the 
F.C.C. to see that radio voltages are 
evenly divided among licensed broad- 
cast stations. (b) A voltage-measuring 
instrument. (c) An electrical mathe- 
matician. (d) A resistor provided with 
contacts for obtaining desired voltages 
when a voltage exists across the entire 
resistor. (e) A resistor which generates 
various voltages. 

(18) It is now definitely established 
that the Luxemburg Effect is: 

(a) The peculiar property of micro- 
waves hastening the “souring” of a 
particular cheese. (b) Cross-modula- 
tion of radio waves in the ether. (c) A 
frequency drift of the transmitter due 
to a high cheese content in the casein 
insulating parts. 

(Continued on page 235) 
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OPERATING NOTES 


ANALYSES of 


RADIO RECEIVER SYMPTOMS 


Pilot 114, 115. When the complaint of fading, 
intermittent reception or oscillator drift is re- 
ceived on these models, determine whether the 
fading exists on all bands or only over the low- 
frequency portion of the broadcast band. 

Since an inter-station noise suppressor stage 
is employed, a shift or frequency drift of only 
4 or 5 ke. will produce an inoperative conditic~ 
when the silencing stage *; switched on and 
being used. Reséption can again be obtained by 
ze-tuning t@ the carrier. An intermittent oscilla- 
tor plate coupling condenser, a 0.01l-mf. unit 
(see Fig. 1E), has been found at fault in this 
case. This condenser connects between the type 
76 oscillator tube plate, and the arm contact of 
the rear section of the wave-band switch. Upon 
replacement mount the unit firmly to remove 
the possibility of vibration and consequently 
microphonics. 


RCA Victor RAE-79, RE-81. Although these 
two models use entirely different chassis, they 
are both radio-phonograph combinations wherein 
the phonograph pickup is employed for home 
and radio recording as well as record reproduc- 
tion. 

After some period of use, in every case where 
the home recorded records are produced, it will 
be found that not only will record reproduction 
become weak and distorted but that home or 
radio recordings cannot be made with the same 
volume and clarity as before. Since an additional 
weight is placed upon the phonograph pickup 
when producing home recorded records, the 
pickup device is subjected to a good deal of 
strain, inasmuch as it is not especially manu- 
factured for this purpose, and generates an 
unusual amount of heat when used for any 
length of time. This causes the wax with which 
the pickup coil is impregnated, to melt and run 
down between the pole pieces and armature, and 
upon the rubber damping blocks. Of course, 
this action does not take place until several 
months of operation when the loss in phono 
output becomes markedly apparent. 

The only method of effecting a repair is that 
of dismantling the entire pickup unit, being 
sure to place a keeper across the magnet before 
its removal and noting its polarity in relation 
to the pole-pieces. The armature and pole-pieces 
should be carefully cleaned so as to be entirely 
free from the impregnating compound. In some 
instances, it is necessary to replace the rubber 
dampers, which have become well “soaked,” so 
to speak, before satisfactory operation can be 
obtained. These rubber dampers may be made 
from the rubber of an ordinary baby bottle 
nipple. 

After all parts have been cleaned and the 
rubber dampers installed, the pickup should be 
re-assembled, the magnet remagnetized, if possi- 
ble, and the armature adjusted so that it is 
equi-distant between the pole-pieces. This ad- 


justment must be made with the permanent 
magnet in place, although the latter may be 
turned down in order to gain access to the ad- 
justing screws. It should be remembered that 
the keeper bar must not be removed until after 
the magnet has been returned to its position 
across the pole-pieces. 


Bertram M. FREED 


Majestic 130. Fading on these models is usually 
traced to the grid-return bypass condensers. 
These condensers are in small metal cans located 
under the gang condenser shield. See Fig. 1A. 


Majestic 90. Fading on these models is caused 
by cathode bypass condensers in the R.F. and 
detector stages. Another complaint on this model 
is inability to get stations on portion of dial 
caused by shorted gang condensers. 


Majestic 70. Weak and distorted reception on 
the Majestic 70, which clears up when putting 
the aerial on the grid of the 2nd or 3rd R.F., 
but gets weak and distorted when putting the 
aerial back to the aerial post, is caused by an 
“open” in the volume control. See Fig. 1B. 

InvING ISKOWITZ 

Phileo 54 A.C.-D.C. Distortion. Check wire- 
wound resistor on rear-right of chassis. The low- 
er portion of this unit develops high resistance 
(contact), and gives the type 75 tube triode- 
grid an incorrect bias. Remedy—clean the 
terminals and wire thoroughly, and resolder or 
replace unit. Distortion can also be caused by 
gradual increase in volume control resistance, 
due to wear, which changes the diode load. See 
Fig. 1C. 


RCA Model R-10. When noise, similar to a 
noisy tube or loose connection, is encountered on 
this model, it may be caused by the metal 
grommet through which passes the control- 
grid wire to the Ist-detector being loosely fastened 
to chassis. A minute potential, which shorts inter- 
mittently to chassis, due to mechanical vibration, 
is developed in this small metal loop. This results 
in a varying voltage being superimposed on the 
signal voltage going to the control-grid of the 
tube. As there is a great deal of amplification 
present, the noise resulting is very objectionable. 
See Fig 1D. 

ALEX PLAKADIS 


Wet Electrolytic Condensers. It has been called 
to our attention that occasionally, the electrolyte 
from wet electrolytic condensers will leak out 
of the container, run down the side and harden, 
leaving an unpleasant deposit. This is entirely 
natural due to the chemical action in condensers 
of this type. 

In the manufacture of these condensers, sev- 

(Continued on page 249) 
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SERVICING 


QUESTIONS 
& ANSWERS 


Service Men may write, requesting answers to 
specific service questions. Address inquiries to 
Service Editor. For questions answered by mail, 
a service fee of 25c per question is made. Only 
questions of wide interest can be published. 
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Note: An effort is being made to maintain 48- 
hour service on mail inquiries, from Service Men, 
addressed to ‘Servicing Questions & Answers." 
Let us help you on that rush job. 


A PFanrn 
ow FFAVEN 
(26) Db. J. Fink, Long Beach, L. L 
(Q.) What is meant by a “fader” as applied 
to a P.A. system? How is same used and why? 
(A.) A fader system that is usually associated 
with P.A. work is a means of regulating the 
intensity of the input signals (voice or music) 
by the operator of the system in order to permit 
a mixing of voices, or phonograph recordings, 
or both. 
A series of potentiometers, connected to the 
various inputs, is so arranged that, by rotating 
the controls, mixing is accomplished. 


BURNED-OUT AUDIO 
TRANSFORMER 


27) H. C. Johnson, Springfield, Mass 

(Q.) I have a  Silver-Marshall model 730 
“Round-the-World 4,”" battery operated. In the 
schematic circuit of this receiver a No, 255 
Silver-Marshall unit is used in the Ist audio 
stage, and a potential between 45 V. and 135 V. 


is specified. I am using a B” « ator ir 
place of the “B” batterie On the 90-V. tap of 
the “B” eliminator I get a v e reading of 
135 at the plate prong of the UX 222 socket 
In an effort to improve reception, I stepped up 


the voltage regulator on the “B” e! 
as a result burned-out the pr 


minator, and 
mary side of the 


No. 255 transformer I replaced it with a 
straight audio transformer having a ratio of 
3-to-1 and it works, but not very satisfactorily 


Please advise me how I can correct this trouble 

(A.) The reason that the voltage reading on 
the plate of the type 222 R F. tube seems to be 
excessive is primarily due to a minimun 
of your set; in other words, the “‘B”’ 


drain 
eliminator 


was designed to supply more plate current— 
approximately from 60 to 100 Ma 
Therefore, you can readily understand why, 


with very little plate current being drawn by 
(Continued on page 254) 
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Fig. 927. Open resistor in S-M model 730 set. 
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Fig. |. Operating notes on: A, Majestic 130; B, Majestic 70; C, Philco 54; D, RCA R-10; E, Pilot 114-15, 
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Fig. 928. Defective electrolytics in RCA 4-17-M. 
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BIGGER SERVICE PROFITS FROM BETTER TOOLS 


(Continued from page 210) 


IN ANALYZERS 


Devices of this type are and probably 
always will be the most important dollar 
earners of the radio service business. These 


devices when fundamentally built depend on the 
basic units of the radio industry, namely—volts, 
ohms and amperes. An analyzer should be built 
around a high-grade meter incorporating a 
properly-treated magnet, sapphire jewels and 
the hardest pivots obtainable. Poor treatment 
of magnet steels may cause a drop of 10 per 
cent or more in an instrument sensitivity after 
a period of weeks or months; soft jewels will 
soon wear sloppy and cause errors when the 
atialyzer is used in different. positions such as 
nt- 48 deg. angles or when mounted upright in 
a test panel; and blunt pate “Yesult in bad 


friction. Any one of.-these defects may not jugt_ 


make the meter inaccurate but may render. it 
entirely useless and $1 or $2 more spent on the 
instrument can be entered in the “well assigned 
cost” column. 

Since all voltmeters are adjusted milli-or micro- 
ammeters with accurate series resistors and, there- 
fore, the accuracy of a voltmeter is directly 
dependent upon the construction and tolerance 
of the resistor used. No voltmeter can ever be 
better than the grade of resistance unit in- 
corporated with the instrument. Accordingly, 
manganin-wire-wound spools or other types of 
high-grade precision resistors are vital if any 
reasonable accuracy is expected from the device. 

Commercial carbon resistors will function all 
right in receivers where 10 per cent tolerances 
are sufficiently accurate for general receiver 
operation, but in voltmeters they add con- 
siderably to the overall tolerance in the form of 
inaccurate adjustment and differences in resist- 
ance with temperature and humidity. These 
resistors are commonly made up of carbon par- 
ticles held together with a binder of glue, or 
some similar substance which is in itself hygro- 
scopic, attracting and holding moisture under 
wet weather conditions. This substance will also 
expand and contract, changing the position of 
the carbon particles in contact and, therefore, it 
is very difficult to expect any sustained accuracy 
for meter work on resistors of this type. For a 
few cents more per resistor, %-per cent-adjusted 
precision resistors can be used with the instru- 
ments and maintain the basic meter accuracy 
over each of the voltage scales. 

Rectifiers for A.C. ranges should always be 
of the full-wave type if uniform results on 
various waveforms and frequencies are expected. 
These units depend upon the current density 
used in the discs for accuracy over wide tem- 
perature and humidity limits, and therefore, 
where 1 milliampere or lower sensitivities are 
used, the discs should be as small as possible. 
In addition, all of these full-wave meter recti- 
fiers come under the Weston Instrument Com- 
pany’s patents and a great deal of research has 
been done by this company on the method of 
construction of the discs for meter work. 

High sensitivities in analyzers are becoming 
more important daily due to the high impedance 
and resistance circuits used in many of the 
modern receivers. Analyzers of 20,000 ohms/volt 
type have been placed on the market by the 
Weston Company and these analyzers have a 
great many advantages over the former 1,000 
ohms/volt types. Not only are high-sensitivity 
voltage ranges available for accurate direct- 
reading measurements of plate, screen-grid and 
control-grid voltages with minimum instrument 
drain, but current readings down to 0.5-micro- 
ampere can easily be measured with these new 
instruments. The current readings thus obtain- 
able are just as important as the high-sensitivity 
voltage ranges in measuring detector diode cur- 
rents, oscillator grid currents, high-mu triode 
plate currents, and output pentode distortion 
grid currents. The Service Man in purchasing 
his equipment should not afford to overlook these 
extended advantages in the advancement of the 
radio instrument art. 

Current readings are as vital as they ever 
were in servicing the modern receivers. Analyzers 
with attached cord and plug, and built-in sockets 
are, however, not obsolescence-proof and it is 
highly advisable to purchase an analyzer with a 
detachable selector block. Instruments of this 
kind have been on the market 4 years with no 
change whatsoever in the analyzer proper; a 
small skirted adapter unit being the only 
purchase required to carry through a complete 
gamut of octal tubes announced during the last 


Please Say That You Saw It in Rapto-CRaFtT 


2 years. This in itself is an enviable record for 


any piece of equipment and should point out the 
advisability of purchasing an analyzer unit de- 
pendent only on volts, ohms and milliamperes, 
and mechanically independent of all tube base 
connections, 

For accurate service work, current readings 
are indispensable and should always accompany 
point-to-point analyses to protect all parts in 
receivers from overload. Tubes may draw exces- 
sive currents under conditions not directly 
obvious such as incorrect grid bias potentials, 
and these in turn may cause excessive currents 
to be drawn through output transformers or 
other parts that may not stand the overload. 
Where well-regulated’ power supplies are in- 
corporated in the receiver, these overloads may 
ha gyerlooked without a direct-current measure- 
ment, being made “&eetly at the plate; excessive 
current often. causes a transformer failure to 

. = a, | 
occur a week or two after.deliveny of the receiver. 
A photograph of the selector block detachable 
from an analyzer with built-in current jacks 
which automatically put the instrument in series 
with any of the tube electrodes, is shown in 
Fig. A. Plate currents, control-grid currents, 
screen-grid currents, diode A.V.C. and A.F.C. 
currents can all be measured quickly and effec- 
tively with such a device. 


IN TUBE CHECKERS 


In tube testers the method of standard measure- 
ment, the flexibility of circuit, the construction 
of the instrument and the grade of other parts 
used are primarily important. 

With the large number of tubes on the market 
today the total emission method of measurement 
as worked out by the sub-committee on tube 
testers of the Radio Manufacturers Association 
has proved to be the most economical, most 
flexible and best method of testing tubes both 
for the Service Man and the dealer. 

There was always argument with regard to 
mutual conductance versus emission readings and, 
in general, mutual conductance readings are best 
where they can be measured accurately. To make 
correct measurements, however, requires most 
definitely a patch-cord system of jacks and plugs 
to handle the multitude of tubes encountered 
today. Potentials directly proportional to the 
ratings as released by the R.C.A. License Bureau 
must be applied to each of the electrodes and 
this in turn requires several instruments for the 
electrode potentials in addition to a direct-reading 
mutual conductance meter. Testers such as this 
are available on the market and are continually 
sold to certain organizations and to some of the 
larger service concerns, but at prices in the 
order of $300 or $400, and in general, the margin 
of profit on tubes handled by the Service Man 
will not warrant an expenditure of this amount. 
Furthermore, in testing a large number of tubes 
patch cords are rather complicated to handle and 
the average Service Man or dealer could not 
take the time to set up each tube base for test 
while the customer waited. This R.M.A. circuit 
as mentioned above, with maximum flexibility 
of switching for the tube bases incorporated in 
a tester of high grade construction, is the best 
answer for the tube tester problem as far as 
Service Men are concerned. A typical tester of 
this calibre is illustrated in Fig. B. 

Accurate measurement of transformer poten- 
tial is vital as read directly on the tester instru- 
ment; coupled with a method of line voltage con- 
trol that will afford good regulation and complete 
adjustment all the way from the lowest to the 
highest line voltages encountered. Sockets that 
do not grip the tube too tightly and thus wear 
out easily should be used, this requirement being 
very different from that found in the average 
radio set where tubes must be gripped tightly 
and inserted only 3 or 4 times during the life 
time of the receiver. A single tube tester con- 
tact may have to outwear 100,000 tube pins 
inserted during the life of the tube checker and 
this requires special design. 


IN VACUUM-TUBE VOLTMETERS 


These are basically radio-frequency and audio- 
frequency tubes, and should in general be 
considered, except where actual A.V.C. direct- 
current potentials are to be measured. A vacuum- 
tube voltmeter is the type of R.F. voltmeter 
needed for gain-per-stage measurements right 
at the control-grids of the tubes, audio measure- 
ments across grid windings and bypass conden- 

(Continued on page 230) 
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FOR DEALERS - SERVICEMEN 
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65 GREAT NEW KNIGHT RADIOS! 
Automatic Tuning, powerful performance ond rich 
tone are the features of the new KNIGHT Radios. 
Models for every taste and purse, from.5 to 16 
tubes, for AC, AC-DC, 6 Volt, 32 Volt, Battery ond 
Auto operotion, Beautiful Console, Choirside, 
Phono-radio, Table. and Chassis models—ot un- 
beatably low prices. See all 65 models in your 
1938 ALLIED Catalog! 





26 LATEST AMATEUR RECEIVERS! 
See the. most complete line of Amateur receivers 
in Radio—beginning on page 114’ of your 1938 
ALLIED Catalog! Radio's leading makes—Nationoal, 


SOUNDMEN - AMATEURS - EXPERIMENTERS 


32 TESTED AND APPROVED KITS! 
Radio Builders—here's on ossortment of kits 
ranging from a.1 Tube set to a 14 Tube All 
Wove Superhet—kits for every purse and 
purpose! Write for Free Ports Lists—for ony 
kit described in any radio publication. 

















MORE THAN 12,000 RADIO PARTS! 
Listing more than 12,000 exact duplicate and 
replacement parts, the 1938 ALLIED Cotolog 
offers a tremendous assortment for repairing 
or building any rodio circuit. This great book 
enables you to spot the port you wont— 
conveniently, quickly, exactly! 





Hallicrafters, RCA, Sargent, Hammarlund, etc. Also 


latest RCA, Utah, 
and All-Star Trans- 
mitters; books, 
parts, tools. Every- 
thing from oa grid 
cop toa % KW 
X-mitter! 


Differ® 


WRITE FOR ALLIED’S NEW 1938 CATALOG—RADIO’S LEADING SUPPLY GUIDE! 
Send for this great book today—164 big pages packed with Everything in Radio! Thousands of parts, dozens of radio 
sets, kits, Public Address Systems, Test Instruments, Amateur Receivers, books, tools, etc.—ot prices that will save you 
money on every purchase. See the separate P.A., Amateur, Service and Radio Set sections—see the revised, extended 
parts sections—see 1938's latest radio developments—all in your 1938 ALLIED Catolog! It's new, complete, and different 
from any other radio book ever published—a book written by and for radio men. Every page has been planned to make 
your radio buying easier and more profitable. Write for your FREE copy now—it's radio's easy-to-read, easy-to-shop, , 


easy-to-order-from catalog! 











EVERYTHING IN RADIO — AT LOWEST PRICES! 
ALLIED carries in regular stock all leading radio lines at lowest prices. We can obtain for 
you special or “hard-to-get” equipment on short notice—our central location under one 
great roof means faster service for you. Consolidate your purchases—fill all your radio 
needs from one single dependable source—ALLIED—Radio’s Leading Supply House! 


ALLIED RADIO 


CORPORATION 


833 WEST JACKSON BLVD., CHICAGO, ILL. 
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26 MODERN P. A. SYSTEMS! 
KNIGHT “Integrated” Sound Systems 
from 8 to 60 watts——-portable, perma- 
nent and mobile—for 110 Volt, 6 Volt 
and Universal operation. Also—new 
2-Way, Selective and Superselective 
KNIGHT Intercom Systems 





68 NEWEST TEST INSTRUMENTS! 
Radio's most extensive line of test in- 
struments—new 2” Cathode Ray Os- 
cilloscope, Oscillogrophs, Ana- / 
lyzers, Tube-Checkers, Set-Tes- 
ters, Signal Génerotors, Meters 
etc. Also, new Build-Your-Own 
Kits and 20,000 ohms-per 
volt equipment 


164 PAGES PACKED WITH SETS - 


PARTS + KITS - AMATEUR GEAR - 
P.A. SYSTEMS + TEST EQUIPMENT 


SEND COUPON 

















co 


Allied Radio Corp., 
Dept. 2-K8, 


Chicago, Ill. 
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Civavpacrarn 
Magic Magnet Speakers 


—extensively utilized by all leading radio re- 
ceiver and P. A. equipment manufacturers—are 
available in a complete range of sizes from 512 
to 18 inches, to meet your every radio require- 
ment. 

If you demand utmost dependability and fidel- 
ity of reproduction from your equipment—in- 
sist on Cinaudagraph P. M. speakers. Carried 
in stock by all progressive distributors. Free de- 
scriptive literature on request. 





CINAUDAGRAPH 


CORPORATION 


Speaker Division »« 


Stamford, Conn. 





boo 
ELECTROLYTICS 
* 


* 


* 
New CATALOG: seh Anniversary Edition. 


V. 


Your choice of either metal-can or card- 
board-case general-utility electrolytics. 
Compact. Fit anywhere. Inexpensive. 


600 v. D.C. working. Provide extra safety 


margin. Use them to meet high surge 
voltages. 
Metal-can type inverted-screw mounted. 


Cardboard type has Adjustimount univer- 
sal metal flanges. 


pages. Many 
jobber—or 


new 
write us 


items. 
direct. 


Ask your 





CORPORATION 
} __70 Washington St er Brooklyn, M. ¥.. 
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BIGGER SERVICE PROFITS FROM BETTER TOOLS 


(Continued from page 228) 


sers, R.F. potentials in superheterodyne oscillator 
circuits, in trap circuit adjustments and in 
response-curve measurements. 

Copper-oxide rectifier instruments cannot be 
used to advantage on R.F. resonant circuits be- 
cause of frequency limitations and due to the 
fact that any loading of these circuits tends 
to pull them out of resonance. The direct inser- 
tion of a vacuum tube is about the only other 
method of measuring the potentials across these 
circuits. In this regard, a well-designed volt- 
meter should have a minimum input capacity, 
connections being made directly to the tube with 
no voltage divider or selector switch being used 
in the circuit. Such component parts will shift 
the capacity a few micro-microfarads each time 
a new section of the voltage divider or a new 
position on the rotary switch is used, thus 
shifting the resonant frequency of the circuit 
on which the measurement is being made. This 
will, of course, cause a direct error in the read- 
ings as the voltage thus read will differ on each 
range. 


IN OSCILLATORS 

Accuracy of calibration, frequency stability 
and shielding should be looked-for. Accuracy of 
frequency calibration is important in alignment 
work both at intermediate frequencies where 
it is vital and on the various wave bands where 
specific alignment points are mentioned by the 
manufacturer. No oscillator regardless of how 
well it is calibrated will maintain sustained ac- 
curacy without good coil construction and air- 
dielectric condensers. Trimmer or compression- 
type padders have very poor humidity coefficients 
and are, in general, the very parts that cause 
drift in alignment of receivers. They, therefore, 
should be eliminated in oscillator construction 
and air condensers used throughout. Carefully- 
constructed coils, preferably on molded bakelite 
forms, should be used to assist in maintaining 
good accuracy. The Service Man should expect 
individual calibration of each oscillator that he 
purchases if such a unit is worthy at all of 
maintaining any kind of a frequency tolerance 
throughout its useful life. 

Battery operation has several advantages 
coupled with some disadvantages, but allows 
very complete shielding as the energy source is 
completely enclosed within the shielded case. A.C. 
operation can be used but must be very carefully 


filtered so that signals will not feed back 
through the line into the receiver under test thus 
making it impossible to attenuate the signal in 
the receiver to a point where it later can be 
aligned. In any event shielding must be com- 
pletely incorporated so that alignment below the 
A.V.C. level on all receivers can be carried out 
in case it is difficult or impractical to eliminate 
A.V.C. action during the alignment procedure. 

Input impedance must be as high as possible 
and should be limited only by the measuring 
tube itself, as this impedance will load the cir- 
cuit under measurement. Stability of readings is 
essential as devices, especially line-operated 
types, will fluctuate with line voltage potentials 
and cause incorrect meter readings unless some 
form of regulation is used. Without regulation 
on the lower ranges the instrument pointer will 
vibrate with small line potential surges and make 
it extremely difficult to obtain any kind of a 
reading. 

The vacuum-tube voltmeter will be sold con- 
tinually in parallel with the oscilloscope as there 
are definite advantages in each type of instru- 
ment. For service work the vacuum-tube volt- 
meter with its direct readings in volts is much 
easier to understand and simpler to operate 
and, in general, will handle all the measurements 
required of the Service Man. The A.V.C. or any 
direct-current potentials cannot be read on the 
oscilloscope, as, an axis shift only will result 
and in turn, actual gain-per-stage readings in 
volts cannot be taken. Furthermore, the resist- 
ance-coupled amplifiers used in oscilloscopes are 
notoriously poor on radio frequencies, some of 
them completely distorting the waveform; direct 
connection to the tube plates appears to be the 
only answer where R.F. measurements are con- 
cerned. Sensitivity, however, directly at the 
plates is not sufficient for many operations and 
here again vacuum-tube voltmeters can be built 
with much higher sensitivities. 

The oscilloscope will, however, be used where 
an image of the waveform is required but this 
in general, is not a definite requirement for 
Service Men in regular repair work. In any 
event, the operator should be quite familiar 
with the oscilloscope before attempting to make 
a large number of measurements with it. 

Two circuits showing methods of measuring 
automatic frequency control discriminator voltage, 
and gain per stage, appear in Figs. 1 and 2. 





THE AIRCRAFT-RADIO SERVICE MAN 


(Continued from page 202) 


EQUIPMENT REQUIRING SERVICE 

The itinerant flyer may have in his plane only 
the simplest of radio equipment—perhaps only 
an aviation weather broadcast receiver and not 
even a transmitter. On the other hand, his 
equipment may be so comprehensive as to in- 
clude a beacon receiver, aviation weather re- 
ceiver, and a so-called auxiliary beacon receiver 
capable of all-wave reception and thus permitting 
reception of broadcast programs; and, a direc- 
tional-loop antenna that in conjunction with one 
or another receiving sets permits taking cross- 
bearings from either beacons or  broadcast- 
station signals. This receiving equipment plus a 
l- or 2-way transmitter for both code and tele- 
phone operation may comprise the more inclu- 
sive radio set-up. 

The Department of Commerce reports that 
there are approximately 1,000 private and public 


landing fields (soon, many more—including 
emergency landing fields—will dot the land) ; 
and approximately 4,750 privately-operated 


airplanes. Since all the commercial airplanes have 
their own radio service crews it is unlikely that 
the average aviation-radio Service Man will have 
much opportunity to make repairs to the radio 
equipment of such installations—except, perhaps, 
in a case of extreme emergency. 

Space does not permit the lengthy discussion 
that would be necessary to completely analyze 
the faults and remedial measures connected with 
private-aviation radio servicing—books have been 
written on this subject alone—suffice it to say 
that antenna and counterpoise systems, battery- 
and generator-operated radio transmitters and 
receivers and their respective types of current- 
supply systems; and even in the more modern 
installations, private communication systems be- 
tween pilot and co-pilot or passenger, all come 
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within the range of equipment that must be 
kept in top-notch condition, regardless of (rea- 
sonable) expense, by competent radio Service Men. 
T | 
SOURCES OF REVENUE FOR THE AVIATION- 
RADIO SERVICE MAN 

(1) Servicing existing radio receiving 
and transmitting equipment, including the 
power supplies and antenna systems. 
(2) Modernizing existing radio equip- 
ment to include additional services, such 
as pilot-to-copilot (or passenger) com- 
munication system, directional-loop anten- 
na, extended frequency range, etc. 
(3) Locating and minimizing or eliminat- 
ing ignition interference. 
(4) Sale of replacement components. 
(5) Sale of new transmitting and re- 
ceiving equipment. 
(6) Custom construction of radio trans- 
mitting and receiving equipment. 


NEW TRANSMITTER AND 
PUBLIC ADDRESS MANUAL 


Not only radio amateurs and public address 
men (to whom it is dedicated) but anyone at all 
interested in radio will welcome this excellently- 
prepared manual. It is ehock-full of theory, dia- 
grams and practical data on transmitters and 
P.A. Some of its chapter headings are: R.F. 
Circuits; Audio Circuits; High-Fidelity Audio 





Circuits; Controlled-Carrier Modulation; Plate- 
Supply Design; Typical Rectifier Circuits ; Power 
Supply Filters, and others. The book is avail- 


able from United Transformer Co. for 25c. 
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AUDIO BEAT 
RAO) AM OSCILLATOR 


Based on Developments of 


H. J. BERNARD 
NCORPORATING the original develop- 
0-1 0 000 ments of H. J. BERNARD, managing 
» | of World,”’ 


editor “Radio d, this Audio 
Beat Frequency Oscillator, our AUDIO- 
C | METER, combines stability with enormity 
yc e s e es of output voltage. Direct-reading in audio 
frequencies, 0-10,000 cycles, and also 

direct reading in output volts, 0-2 volts 
Other beat frequency oscillators cost twice 
as much or more, yet provide only 1} 








y 





volt output or I ; 

The audio beat frequency illator retofore 
! been restricted largely to labora 13e. due 
to prohibitive prices. However, y specialize in 
producing precision equipr tatal 
men can afford. So for t time . n 
can check the fidelity of au am pli fier re 
eivers, of publi adadre veten f st ae and 
ther acoustic devices 4 » | } of hy 
output, decd amplifier be tracked ri : 
to their offending shor ; 

The AUDIOMETER provided with < - 
7.5 inches in dias ordinary 5 
vernier dial and « 
l ilibrated » t ev 
frequencies for tu a 
be r 1 ex y 

Our instruments, expertly designed, carefully manufactured, are sold only by us, the The instrument is equipped wit adit , 
manufacturer, only to you, the consumer. Our no-middleman policy SAVES YOU erated frequencies are alw : \ - 
UP TO 50%. 2-¢. of any oor quency 
cycle la ‘ V ‘ 
Ww five tul re 

v ht 8 Ibs. Net $14.40 


INFINITE IMPEDANCE A-C and D-C VOLTMETER 


NFINITE resistance voltmeters enable UST to show what an astonishing ir 


very accurate d-c measurements of cir- strument tl is, we have a 0-500 
cuits in which hardly any current flows, microammeter of d’Arsonval movement 
such as diode loads and a-v-c supplies. Moreover, the meter | neal { 
Infinite impedance volt-meters permit inches of spread cl 
a-c measurements of tuned circuits or visibility. Then there re cal 
any other networks. Here is a remarkable 0-1.5-5-15-50-150 volts, ; or « 
answer to the serviceman’s crying need for The INFINOMETER ha = 
such an instrument. Not only does the IN- cuit for zero meter re ne. tw yg een 
FINOMETER draw absolutely no current in ; : ay ' 
making d-c measurements, but it is also a tip jac! at a tion ange 


vacuum tube voltmeter that duplicates the ; switch. It works on ar frequency a.c., 
same feat on a.c., measuring voltage of any also or d.c., 90-130 -. 
frequency. Despite this double service—meas- shnge. wt. 10 lbs. Complet $ 40 
urement of both a.c. and d.c. without loading th in ee , 

the price is less than half that of most with | thre Eb ces €s, 20N 
current-drawing instruments that measure . . : capacit Ue prod cabit 
only d.ec. net price ‘ sé woneed 











GENEMETER ..rt VAaracte TUBE TESTER ALLMETER 2° !NSTRUMENTs 


AUDIO FREQUENCIES Emission type perfected tube tester ALL IN ONE 


Our superlative signal generator, direct reading for any and all types receiver tubes, The Allmeter, a 1,000-ohm “per-volt a’ Ar nval 
fundamental frequencies, 100 ke. to 22 mc., and including metal and metal-glacs. instrument, ir ead of being just a volt-ohm- 
direct reading also to 100 mc., has modulation Tests shorts and leakage. Accurate, ammeter, is suc h ar instrun ent, plus a.c. read- 
on-off service, with bandspread audio frequencies simple, sturdy, direct ings for voltage and currer » also accurately 
25-10,000 cycles. Audio, in three bands, is saw- -— English reading < -40 pO agree be % aw re oe crom Below one 
tooth wave and useful also for (Bad-?-Good). Ship- ohm, also high resistance, capacity, henries and 


oscilloscope sweep. Complete $ 4 ping weight, 9 Ibs. decibels, comprising twenty instruments in one. 
with Souae pe a Shipping 14: 0 — — For a.c. 60 eycles for all 20 uses Shipping 
weight, 10 Ibs. weight 6 Ibs. 40 cy. $2 extra: 25 cy. $3 extra. 
, 0-15-150-750-volts and milliamperes, a.c. and d.c. 
12 to +- 30 decibles. .03—500 
ohms. 500—500,000 ohms. 5 
1,000 henries .01—50 mfd. $ 1 Q-40 


Continuity Tester. 
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Dept. RC-10 136 LIBERTY STREET N. Y. CITY 
Send for Our Catalogue PV in Colors — It’s FREE! 
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Infinite Ohms Per Volt 


seo 


ZERO CURRENT 
VOLTMETER 





This instrument may be connected 
to grids in any circuit without dis- 
turbing operation of set, built-in 
power supply furnishes balancing 
voltage,—adequately filtered. 


This instrument indicates: 


D.C. Volts at infinite ohms 
per volt 
A.C.-D.C. Volts at 
ohms per volt 
A.C.-D.C. Milliamperes 
Ohms and Megohms 
Microfarads, Leakage 
Decibels 


Henries 


1000 


Wide ranges assure complete cover- 
age for radio testing. 


Model 4955S 


Universal Volt 
: 1 Ohm Milliammeter 
Edad | Larger Meter — 
| (ens) More Ranges 
For Quality, Accuracy 
and Dependability use 
HICKOK TEST INSTRUMENTS 


ZERO CURRENT VOLTMETERS 
VOLT OHM MILLIAMMETERS 
SET TESTERS 
TUBE TESTERS 
OSCILLATORS 
OSCILLOGRAPHS 
MODULATORS 
APPLIANCE TESTERS 
PANEL METERS 


Write for literature on the 


complete HICKOK line. 


HICKOK 


ELECTRICAL INSTRUMENT CO., 
10413 Dupont Ave., 
CLEVELAND, OHIO 
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"LEARN-BY-EXPERIMENTING" 
BEGINNERS' PRACTICAL RADIO COURSE 
AUDIBLE TONE GENERATOR 


(Continued from page 219) 


Fig. A; and the corresponding symbols for these 
parts, in Fig. 1A. 


EXPERIMENT—AUDIBLE TONE GENERATOR 
("RADIO WHISTLE") 


OBJECT: To study the Operation of the 
Vacuum Tube in Producing Audible Tones, 
known as audio frequency oscillations. 


PRINCIPLES INVOLVED 


In this Experiment, the operation of the vacuum 
tube as an amplifier of an input signal is modi- 
fied so as to have the tube produce its own 
signal which can be heard in the phones. Such 
a “generator of tones” which can be heard may 
be called a “Radio Whistle” or more correctly 
an Audible Tone Generator. 


The purpose for which each part, other than 
the tube, is used in this Experiment is explained 
in the following listing: 

Rheostat (R). A moving arm making contact 
with resistance wire, that is, wire which opposes 
the passage of the electric current through it. 
By turning the rheostat knob to the right, we 
include less and less of this resistance in the 
circuit, and thus allow more current to flow. 


Transformer (T). A unit consisting of 2 coils 
of many turns per layer and many layers of 
insulated wire wound around an iron core. Cur- 
rent is sent through the first coil, called the 
primary (marked p and b in diagram, Fig. 2A 
and B). When this current is caused to change 
in any way, such as by electrical vibrations, 
these changes are transferred by the iron core 
to the second coil wound on it, called the sec- 
ondary (marked c and g, in diagrams). Although 
these 2 coils are in no way electrically connected, 
the fact that they are wound on the same core 
gives the result that any changing current in 
the primary winding produces corresponding 
changes in the secondary winding. When, as in 
this case, the number of turns of the secondary 
is much greater than the number of turns in the 
primary, the changes produced in the secondary 
are also much greater than the original changes 
in the primary. This accounts for the name 
“step-up” transformer, and, since it is used here 
in connection with audible sounds, it is technically 
known as an audio transformer. 


Variable Condenser (C adj.). A condenser con- 
sists, in general, of 2 conducting plates (usually, 
of brass or aluminum) separated by an insulator 
(mica, air, etc.). Its effectiveness in any circuit 
is judged by the amount of its capacity, which 
means its ability to store an electric charge. 
In this case we can make the capacity greater 
by turning the adjustment screw to the right, 
which brings the 2 metal plates closer together, 
though they are still separated by the insulator 
which is a sheet of mica. Its use here is optional, 
since its effect of making the pitch lower, which 
is obtained by increasing the capacity, can be 
obtained without it, to a smaller degree, by 
using the rheostat to increase the filament cur- 
rent which (by indirectly effecting the “tube 
capacity’’) has the same effect. 

Key (K). Has the same action as a pushbutton 
switch in closing a break in the circuit thus 
forming a complete path (a closed circuit) and 
allowing the current to flow. 

Phones (Ph.). A device for converting the vary- 
ing flow of electricity into audible sounds. This 
device will be considered in detail in the next 
Experiment. 

Battery (4% V.)..A unit composed of a num- 
ber of cells which generate electricity by chemical 
action. Each cell contains a zine and carbon 
element operating in a chemical paste. Since 
this paste, though always moist, is not in liquid 
form, the cell is called a drycell. Such a drycell 
could, for example, light a small flashlight bulb, 
since each cell is rated at 1% volts, which 
signifies its effectiveness in supplying the 
“electric pressure” required to force the cur- 
rent through the circuit against the opposition 
or resistance of the wire in the bulb. By connect- 
ing 3 such cells, as shown in the diagram, we 
have a series connection and the voltage of the 
entire battery is then 4% V. (or volts). A “C” 
battery of 4% V. is simply a unit containing 3 
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small cells already connected internally, and 
thus is equivalent to 3 individual drycells of the 
same small size. Although larger cells will last 
longer, this size is sufficient, in this Experiment, 
for operation over a few months. 


ANALYZING THE CIRCUITS OF A TUBE 

Referring to Fig. 2B, let us_trace the 3 circuits 
of the tube in this arrangement. We will start 
with the “filament circuit” (or “loop’’). The 
filament current which heats the tube is con- 
trolled by the rheostat. Turning the knob to 
the right decreases the amount of resistance of 
the rheostat being used, and so the current in 
the filament becomes greater, heating the fila- 
ment more. 


The “grid circuit’ contains the secondary 
winding of the transformer in which “electrical 
vibrations” (or oscillations) will be produced. 

In the “plate circuit,’’ when the key is pressed, 
plate current flows through the primary winding 
of the transformer setting up the electrical 
vibrations. These vibrations are transferred to 
the secondary winding in the grid circuit, be- 
cause—as previously stated—both primary and 
secondary coils are wound on the same iron 
core. These vibrations, in the grid circuit appear 
in turn, in amplified form, in the plate circuit. 
Since the plate circuit is continually feeding back 
energy to the grid circuit the electric vibrations 
do not die out but are sustained so as to be 
continuous at a certain rate (or frequency). For 
this reason this device may be called an “audible 
tone generator” or more technically an audio- 
frequency oscillator. 


The sound in the headphones caused by these 
continuous vibrations can be controlled by the 
key to send signals in the International (or Con- 
tinental, as it is also called) Code, which is 
shown in Fig. 1H. 

We can also change the pitch of this tone by 
adjusting either the rheostat or the optional ad- 
justable condenser. For example, by turning the 
rheostat knob to the right, the increased filament 
current causes a lower pitch; this same effect 
can be obtained to a greater degree by adding 
the greater capacity of the condenser to the cir- 
cuit. This lower pitch indicates that the vibra- 
tions are taking place at a lower frequency. The 
principle involved in this case is that in any 
such “oscillating circuit,” if the characteristics 
of the coil (its inductance) are kept constant, 
the frequency of oscillation will then depend 
upon the amount of capacity (condenser effect) 
in the circuit; the frequency, and therefore the 
pitch, becoming lower as the amount of capacity 
is increased. 


PROCEDURE AND RESULTS 
A—Code Signaling 


(1) Assembling. The appearance of the parts, 
before and after mounting, is shown in the 
photographs, Figs. A and B. The wiring between 
these parts is shown pictorially in Fig. 2A and 
in symbol form (schematically) in Fig. 2B. 


(2) Wiring. In making connections by solder- 
ing (The reader is referred to the article ““How 
to Solder” which appeared in the July, 1937, 
issue of Radio-Craft.) the order in which the 
connections are made should follow the plan, 
shown in Fig. 2A and B, as made up of the 
following 3 “loops” or circuits: 

Filament Circuit—The wiring, starting from 
the binding post or connection terminal marked 
“A+”, will include the 2 terminals of the 
rheostat; “f+” and “f-—” terminals of the socket 
into which the tube is later to be plugged; and 
back to the “A-” binding post. 

Grid Circuit—The wiring, starting from the 
G terminal of the socket includes the g and ce 
terminals of the transformer secondary; and 
back to the “A-—” binding post. If condenser C 
adj., is used across the transformer secondary, 
leave one wire unconnected until later. After 
the set-up has been worked without it, it can 
then be connected to determine its effect on the 
circuit. 


Plate Circuit—The wiring, starting from the 
p terminal of the socket includes the transformer 
If any 


primary p and b terminals; (NOTE: 
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transformer, other than the one suggested, is 
used, it may be necessary to reverse these p and 
b terminals to get the device to work. To allow 
for this possibility, use long leads on these 2 
terminals.) The circuit also includes the phone 
(that is, headphone) binding posts; the key (or 
pushbutton) ; and the “B+” binding post. The 
circuit is completed by the “B-—” terminal join- 
ing the “A+” terminal; if a “C” battery is 
used, it is connected as in Fig. 2A in which 
ease the “B—” is already connected within the 
battery to the “A-+”’, thus completing the circuit. 
Notice that when using a “C” battery, which 
has the terminal designation shown in Fig. 1A, 
use the (-4%4) terminal for minus (-); the 
(-1%) terminal for +3 V., and the (+) 
terminal for +414 V. 

(3) Operation. Turn the rheostat to the right 
up to about the first of the 10 divisions indicated 
on the dial plate. (CAUTION: When the fila- 
ment of the type 30 tube is operating at its cor- 
rect temperature, there is no perceptible glow 
visible. Be sure to keep the rheostat turned well 
down [to the left] to avoid a bright glow on 
the filament, since this is injurious to the life 
of this type of battery tube.) 

Pressing the key should cause a note to be 
heard in the phones. If nothing, or only a 
“click” is heard, the circuit connections must 
be checked, before anything else is done, since 
the primary of the transformer may have to be 
reversed, as explained before. Practice sending 
a short word, such as some name, by the code 
signals shown in Fig. 1H. 


B—Changing the Pitch of the Note 

(1) Increase the filament current, noting pre- 
caution mentioned above. A change in the fre- 
quency of oscillation will be indicated by a 
change in the pitch of the note. Determine 
whether the filament current must be increased 
or decreased in order to give a lower pitch. 

(2) Connect the adjustable condenser, as 
shown in the diagram and determine the effect 
(of introducing this condenser) on the pitch; 
then note the effect of increasing its capacity 
(by turning the adjusting screw to the right), 
on the pitch of the tone. 


OPTIONAL ADDITION 

An additional diagram, Fig. 1G, is given for 
using this device from the A.C. or D.C. socket 
power. Although it may be found convenient to 
use this method in some practical applications, 
where it is desired to operate a loudspeaker with- 
out the use of more batteries, it is not as suit- 
able as the battery-operated outfit for the pur- 
pose of this Experiment, because, in the power- 
operated case, a strong “hum” (humming sound) 
from the commercial power lines is super-im- 
posed on (added to) the pure note of the genera- 
tor. However, for any who wish to use it, the 
diagram is given in a self-explanatory form, so 
that it may be considered separately from the 
List of Parts for the battery-operated unit. 


CONCLUSION 


Statement of Fundamental Principle. An 
audible note is produced in the phones by the 
electrical vibration of the vacuum tube at an 
audible rate (that is, at a rate or frequency 
which is within the range of hearing). This 
device, therefore, is called an audio-frequency 
oscillator. 

*Questions on Principles of Experiment No. 1 

Ques. 1. When the rheostat is turned to the 
right to decrease its resistance, the filament cur- 
rent becomes (greater) (less). 

Ques. 2. Increasing the filament current causes 
the tone to become (higher) (lower) in pitch, 
and therefore, indicates a (greater) (less) fre- 
quency. 

Ques. 3. Increasing the capacity of the con- 
denser causes the pitch to become (higher) (low- 
er) and therefore indicates a (greater) (less) 
frequency. 

Ques. 4. Producing signals by interrupting the 
note is accomplished in this Experiment by break- 
ing the (grid) (plate) (filament) circuit. 

Ques. 5. The pitch, and therefore the fre- 
quency of oscillation depends on both the coil 
effect (amount of inductance), and the condenser 
effect (amount of filament) in the grid circuit. 

*Answers to these questions appear on page 
241 of this issue. 








School Radio Clubs are invited to write to 
Radio-Craft, attention of this department, con- 
cerning the use of these Experiments for club 
groups. 
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JUST TOUCH BUTTON 


LATEST 18-TUBE MIDWEST TUNES ITSELF BY 
ELECTRIC MOTOR! 


Only Midwest's Direct - From - Factory 
Policy Makes This and Other Sensational 
Features Possible at Amazingly Low Prices! 


“The sensation of the radio world’’ — that’s 
what experts said when they saw the amazing new 
1938 MOTORIZED Midwest. You'll be astounded 
at the lightning-like motorized action—just touch a 
button (on top of the radio) . . . and its corresponding 
station zips in. The famous Midwest factory-to-you 

lan (proven by 18 years of success) is just as exciting! 
fe enables you to buy at wholesale prices — to 
save up to 50% —to make your radio dollar go 
twice as as far — to enjoy 30 days FREE trial in your 
own home — to pay as little as 50 cents a week. 
















































































Now, you can enjoy the luxury of radio at its best— 
you can tune your Midwest by merely touching a 
in 9 perfectly tuned stations in 3 seconds. All thas 
happens in_\4 second with Midwest Perfected MOTORIZED 

3) Electric motor speeds dial towards corresponding station; 
4) Colorful Bull’s Eye darts across dial and locates itself 
resonance and eye “winks” as program cores in perfectly tuned. 
Days In Your Own Home! Don't Risk A Penny! & 
Act at once on this unusual 

Midwest radio you desire to your home. | & TU BR fe 

You use it 350 days, and compare it with 

if you wish, without risking a penny. 

You have a year to pay, if you decide 

Midwest a fair trial. You are triply 

protected with Foreign Reception 

and Money - Back Guarantee. 

18 TUBES for PRICE of 10 

12 or 14-tube set when you can buy 

an 18-tube Super DeLuxe 101-feature 

money. It will surprise and delight im 

you with its brilliant world-wide 

and more miles! It will thrill you with its 

marvelous 6-continent overseas rec eption. 

Amateur, Airplane, Ship broadcasts . . . 

and the finest foreign programs. 


mutton! Zip... Zip... Zip... you can bring 
Tuning: (See above illustrations). (1-2) You touch button; 
behind station; (5) Dial stops itself at station’s exact center of 
Enjoy the World’s Most Advanced Radio For 30)% 
factory-to-you offer. We send any 

other radios you have owned or heard. 

Then, you can return it to the factory, 6 WAVE BAN DS 
to keep it. We trust you to give the 

Guarantee, One- Year Warranty 

Why be content with an ordinary 10, 

Motorized Midwest for the same 

reception on 6 bands, and range of 12,000 

Secures American, Canadian, Police, 

Send for FREE 1938 Catalog 






Join nation-wide : 
Midwest service organiza- | 
jon, Write for free de tails.J 


eo 
CINCINNATI, OHIO Send No Money Now! 


MIDWEST RADIO 
CORPORATION Name _..... 
Dept. EE-12 Cincinnati, Ohio Pali tiene 


Send me your new Free catalog 
and complete details of your 


liberal 30-day Free trial offer. Town a en oe State 





(Continued on page 241) 
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DEMAND 


OHMITE 
RESISTORS 


m for QUALITY— 
ECONOMY—SERVICE 


It’s more profitable to use Ohmite Resistors. 
Built to last, they do a better job, and you 
et no profitiess ‘‘call-backs’’. Use Obmite, 
t means ‘“‘more money in the pant’s pocket."’ 
Your jebber has them. 





Built like Ohmite’s big industrial units, with 
porcelain core protected by a special acid 
and moisture proof vitreous enamel. All 
standard values! 























ft ‘as. Ue 
8 ™ 1 WATT — 
a ae “4 RESISTOR F414 


A real wire wound unit rated at 1 Watt, 
compact in size and permanently noiseless. 
All standard vaiues! 












“RED DEVIL "fd 


The ‘‘standard’’ replacement resistor, with 


high overload capacity and freedom from 
deterioration. Wire wound porcelain core 
covered with special high temperature re- 
fractory cement. 


OHMITE 


MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
4847 Flournoy St. Chicago, Ill. 


Manufacturers of 
RHEOSTATS — RESISTORS 
TAP SWITCHES 














ADVANCED HOME STUDY TRAINING FOR 


“SERVICE MECHANICS” wuo want 
to sccome EXPERT SPECIALISTS 


Actually it is not a case of WANTING to become a 
**Service Specialist’’—It is a NECESSITY! New de- 
velopments and changes in circuit designs make it 
urgent for you to keep pace with the progress of 
Radio The serviceman who lacks the necessary 
is eliminating himself from a better po- 
sition and better pay. 

START TRAINING NOW FOR THE FUTURE 
RSI training in Radio Service and Public Addres 
work gives you thorough, basic knowledge of ow 
complex circuits work and what goes into modern 
receivers. Write today and learn all the facts. 


Write today for FREE il- 
| lustrated booklet: ‘‘The Key 

to Successful Servicing.”’ 
@ Get all the facts now! 


RADIO SERVICE INSTITUTE 


SUBSIDIARY OF CRE! 
Dept. RC 10, 3308 14th St.,N. W., Wash., D. C. 













Turn to Page 249 of this issue and read 
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MODERN SERVICING OSCILLOSCOPES 


(Continued from page 222) 


KIT-TYPE SERVICING 
OSCILLOSCOPE UTILIZES A 
2-IN. LENS (1500-A) 


HE INSTRUMENT, back and front views 

of which are illustrated in Figs. D and E, 
is a servicing oscilloscope available in kit form. 

The design, it is claimed, incorporates every 
feature of the larger 3-in. oscilloscopes, such as 
vertical and horizontal beam centering controls, 
built-in linear and 60-cycle sweeps, provision 
for external sweep for alignment, both vertical 
and horizontal amplifiers and an efficient sweep 
lock circuit for perfect synchronization. See Fig. 
2 for circuit. (Component values are given in 
Table I at the end of this department.) 

An outstanding feature of this kit is the use 
of a 2-in. magnifying lens. This increases the 
size of the image on the 913 screen to a full 
2 ins. with unusually good definition. 

The arrangement of parts of this model 
T-11K16 kit oscilloscope has resulted in an ideal 
shape and size—6% x 10% x 53/16 ins., just 
right for rack and panel mounting or easy 
portability. The use of an etched panel and 
erackle-finish case give the completed unit a 
truly professional appearance. 


NEW KIT-TYPE OSCILLOSCOPE 
HAS VERTICAL C.-R, TUBE 
1500-B 

UILDING the —_.. the kit of its 
parts naturally affords a keener insight into 
its possibilities, and the details of its operation, 
at the same time cutting its cost to a minimum. 
The oscilloscope shown in Fig. C was 
ticularly designed for radio servicing. It uses 
the Dumont 2 in. cathode-ray tube. A feature 
of particular importance, seldom included in low- 
cost oscilloscopes, is the internal amplifier for 
increasing the sensitivity of the instrument to 
minute voltages. The saw-tooth sweep frequency 
(60 cycle line A.C., for example) substituted 
at will. Eight external controls are provided: 
vertical beam centering control; intensity con- 
trol (and A.C. on-off switch) ; focusing control; 
frequency vernier (and sweep oscillator on-off 
switch); frequency selector switch; frequency 
amplitude control; vertical amplifier on-off 
switch, and vertical amplifier gain control. 
Greater familiarity with his instrument, and 
very much lower cost, are the advantages the 
Service Man derives from buying his cathode-ray 





par- 


TABLE I (1500A) 
Cathode-Ray Oscilloscope Controls 
Rl, R22, 0.5-meg. ; 
R2, 1 meg. ; 
R10, Rll, 0.1-meg. ; 
R12, 50,000 ohms; 
R13, 25,000 ohms ; 
R14, 3 megs. ; 
$1, 2-pole, 2-position switch; 
$2, 2-pole, 3-position switch ; 
S3, 1-pole, 5-position switch. 
Resistors 
R3, R4, R20, 5,000 ohms; 
R5, R6, 0.5-meg. ; 
R7, R8, 2 megs. ; 
R9, 75,000 ohms ; 
R15, 50,000 ohms; 
R16, 0.75-meg. ; 
R17, 40,000 ohms; 
R18, 8,000 ohms ; 
R19, 800 ohms; 
R21, 200 ohms. 
Condensers 
Cl, C4, C5, C6, C18, 0.1-mf.; 
C2, C3, 0.003-mf. ; 
C7, C8, C9, C10, 8 mf.; 
Cll, 25 mf. ; 
C12, C13, 0.5-mf. ; 
C14, 0.13-mf. ; 
C15, 0.04-mf. ; 
C16, 0.007-mf. ; 
C17, 0.0014-mf. 


Names of manufacturers will be supplied upon 
receipt of a stamped and self-addressed envelope. 
Kindly give (number) in description of 
device. 
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oscilloscope in kit form and assembling it 
himself. 
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NEW U. S. COAST GUARD AVIATION RADIO 


(Continued from page 203) 


homing device has and is proving itself of 
inestimable value in bad weather out at sea, etc. ; 
since no time is lost in taking complicated bear- 
ings the plane for instance can proceed quickly 
to the aid of a ship in distress. 

The radio operator aboard the plane wants 
to locate a freighter sending distress signals, 
let us say. The loop is turned until it points at 
the source of the signals; though unlike a com- 
pass needle which due to the earth’s magnetism 
operates automatically the radio compass must 
be operated manually to maintain this directional 
indication. However from then on as in the in- 
stance of using a Magnetic compass the plane 
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has only to follow the direction indicated by the 
radio compass. 

Most of the equipment involved in the Coast 
Guard's new direction-finding loop antenna equip- 
ment appears in one of the views which shows the 
directional loop in the foreground. 

The second development of interest is the 
intercommunicating feature; the radio operator 
is able to utilize the audio system of the radio 
set for voice amplification in a “private’’ tele- 
phone connection to the pilot. The earphone that 
is used for both the radio receiver and inter- 
communication services is shown in the second 
photograph in its mounting directly above the 
transmitter’s flameproof telegraph key. 
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NEW CIRCUITS IN MODERN 
RADIO RECEIVERS 


(Continued from page 211) 


Up to 3 V. peak signal across te last LF. 
secondary (51) the receiver operates normally 
without A.V.C. at maximum sensitivity. When 
a peak exceeding +3 V. reaches the lower 
diode plate through the coupling capacity (50), 
this diode will start drawing current, building 
an A.V.C. voltage across the 1-meg. diode load 
resistor (61) and the 0.33-meg. filter resistor. 
At the junction of these (61 and 58) about %4 
of the total A.V.C. developed is conveyed to the 
control-grid of the 6K7G IF. amplifier. The 
total is conducted to the other grids through 
resistance-capacity filters. 

(6) Suppressor Volume Expander 

General Electric Model F-53. Making use of 
an ordinary triode power detector as the 2nd- 
detector as shown in Fig. 1F, advantage is 
taken of the fact that the cathode becomes posi- 
tive in proportion to the average modulation 
intensity of the signal. The cathode is, there- 
fore, connected to the suppressor-grid of the 
LF. amplifier and as it becomes more positive, 
the signal is given additional amplification. 
When the signa! is lower, the amplification is 
decreased and volume expansion is accom- 
plished by varying the amplification in propor- 
tion to the signal strength. 

(7) Noise-Limiter Circuit 

General Electric Model E-155. This receiver 
makes use of an additional 6H6 tube to function 
for delay bias in A.V.C. and a noise-limiter cir- 
cuit. See Fig. 1G. The signal voltage is taken 
from the 2nd-detector diode load at the junc- 
tion of R21 and R22, the drop across R21 being 
the desired signal. This is fed to the first audio 
amplifier through a diode plate circuit (11-13), 
coupling condenser TC-55 and volume control 


R34. 
The cathode of section (11-13) of the 6H6 
noise limiter is maintained somewhat more 


negative than the plate of the same section due 
to its connection at a more negative point in 
the 2nd-detector load and hence a constant cur- 
rent flows in this diode circuit as soon as any 
signal is tuned-in. This current may rise to a 
predetermined maximum allowing full volume 
output, but at this point the diode is drawing 
near-saturation current. A noise impulse or 
any signal disturbance having greater ampli- 
tude will drive the diode into saturation. Above 
this point to reasonable limits, all additional 
signal drop will occur across the diode and 
hence be diverted from the A.F. system as the 
saturation current tends to remain constant in 
spite of increased plate voltage. 

In this way any noise which is above the 
desired signal level is effectively eliminated. 


Well, fellows, how do you like this new de- 
partment in Radio-Craft? Constructive criticisms 
will be mutually advantageous. 





RADIO WITTIQUIZ 


(Continued from page 226) 


Answers 
(10b) (13b) (16b) 
(1ld) (14a) (17d) 
(12d) (i5a) (18b) 


Contest Rules 

(1) An award of a l-year 
Radio-Craft will be given to each person who 
submits a WITTIQUIZ that the Editors con- 
sider suitable for publication in Radio-Craft. 

(2) WITTIQUIZZES must be typed; use only 
one side of paper. 

(3) Submit as many WITTIQUIZZES as you 
care to—the more you submit the more chance 
you have of winning—but each should be good. 

(4) Each WITTIQUIZ must incorporate 
humorous elements, and must be based on some 
term used in radio, public address or electronics. 

(5) All answers must be grouped, by ques- 
tion number and correct-answer letter, on a 
separate sheet of paper. 

(6) All contributions become the property of 
Radio-Craft. No contributions can be returned. 

(7) This contest is not open to Radio-Craft 
employees or their relatives. 

(8) The contest for a given month closes on 
the 15th of the 3rd month preceding magazine 
issue date. (For instance, contributions to De- 
cember, 1937, Radio-Craft, on the newsstands 
about Nov. 1, must be received at Radio-Craft 
editorial offices not later than Sept. 15th, 1937.) 
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Open to everyone .. . servicemen ... amateurs ... engineers . . . experimenters. So simple 
anyone can win! Complete details on how to obtain these valuable prizes found on Page 
ONE of the BIGGEST CATALOG IN RADIO HISTORY. Send for it immediately and get 
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LLIAMMETERS TO OsciLtoscores! } 


ap You Need To hn 


MODERN RADIO 
SERVICING 


Ghirardi’s great servicing book gives you over 400 pages 
of solid dope on ail kinds of radio test instruments— 
ammeters, milliammeters, voltmeters, ohmmeters, volt- 
ohm-milliammeters, Wheatstone Bridges, output meters, 
vacuum-tube voltmeters, condenser testers and capacity 
meters, tube checkers, set analyzers, test oscillators, 
Cathode-Ray oscilloscopes, etc. For each type of instru- 
ment you get (a) a detailed explanation of the whole 
theory of operation, design and construction: (b) de- 
scription of latest commercial models, with circuit dia- 
grams and electrical constants, and explanation and 
illustration of special features; (c) full details on build- 
ing many practical, up-to-date testing instruments your- 


self—diagrams, constants, etc., included. 

This great 400-page instrument section forms only 
one-third of whole 1300-page volume. The other two- 
thirds explains how to use these instruments in service 
work—-how to do servicing! You've got to get this book 
sometime—GET IT NOW! 

Over 1300 Pages 706 Illus. 


CLIP OUT! MAIL NOW! 


RADIO & TECHNICAL PUBL. 
45 Astor Place, New York 


co. 
best. RC-107 


() Encl. find $4 for os RN RADIO SERVIC- 
ING postpaid. (Foreig $4.50) 

(0 Encl. find $6 for MODERN RADIO SERVIC- 
ING and RADIO FIELD SERVICE DATA, 
incl. Jan. & J > ‘37 Supplements to 
latter. (For. -< 

(J Send free circular describing both books. 


Address 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 


MILLION TUBE 
TESTER 


FEATURES 


Emission 


Electrolytics 
By-Pass 
Condensers 
D’Arsonval 
Meter 


MODEL CP 


$1. 3% 


MODEL TM $16.95 Has 3” square meter and 
continuous line voltage adjustment. 
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¢ 
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° 


Direct orders require deposit and name of your 
jobber. 
RADIO AND TELEVI- 


Mi j LL 10 4 SION LABORATORIES 


559 N. UNION ST., CHICAGO, ILL. 
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shaft and the scale markings. 

How much overload a given meter will stand 
depends upon its design, and how the overload 
is applied. Overloads of reasonable magnitudes 
will not harm properly-designed instruments. If 
the overload is applied for only a short time, and 
gradually, so there is no violent movement of the 
pointer, the instrument will most likely stand con- 
siderable overload without damage. (The meters 
of at least one prominent test instrument manu- 
facturer are designed to stand overloads as high 
as 10 times the normal value.) However, if 
the overload is applied suddenly, so the move- 
ment is violent, a much smaller amount of 
overload will surely bend the pointer and also 
possibly dull the pivots or pit the jeweled bear- 
ings with resultant lagging and sticky action. 


Incidentally, an overload of the wrong polarity, 
forcing the meter needle BACKWARD off-scale 
is very hard on meters and should be cautioned 
against. It is always good policy to start measur- 
ing an unknown quantity with the range selector 
of the instrument in the HIGHEST range posi- 
tion, gradually backing it down until a range is 
reached where the needle deflects without going 
off-scale to the right. This, of course, is the range 
where the user will receive his most accurate 
results, and this policy of working down to the 
proper range will save many a meter from a 
burn-out due either to too much deflection for- 
ward or, a disastrously high voltage or current 
of the wrong polarity (as far as the meter con- 
nections are concerned). 


(G) “Zero” shift. If accurate readings are 
desired, it is apparent that the pointer must 
stand exactly at the “zero” point on the scale 
when no current or voltage is applied to the 
instrument. 

If the pointer is not at the zero position to 
start with, it is evident that all indications at 
other points on the scale will be in error. Prac- 
tically all commercial-type meters are provided 
with a zero-adjustment screw (see Fig. 2G), 
which varies the tension of one of the control 
springs, allowing the meter pointer’s “at rest” 
position to be adjusted over several scale divisions, 
so that it may be centered exactly over the posi- 
tion marked “zero” on the meter scale. 


Always make sure that the pointers on your 
instruments are in the correct “zero” position 
before taking readings! If the zero error is 
found to be beyond the range of the adjusting 
screw, or if a sudden zero error of considerable 
magnitude is observed, it is safe to assume that 
the instrument needs checking and possible 
repair. 

When “zero”’-adjusting a meter be careful to 
avoid “parallax error” (explained later). This is 
particularly important when “zero’’-adjusting 
most ohmmeters, for in these instruments the 
“zero”-adjustment screw does not adjust the 
meter pointer position directly but usually ad- 
justs a resistor which compensates for variations 
in the potential of the battery supplied with the 
instrument. A fresh battery will, of course, 
apply a higher voltage to the instrument circuits 
than after it is partially discharged. Further- 
more, because the resistors used in these meter 
circuits are not absolutely precise in value, there 
is some variation between the accuracy of the 
various ranges of the instrument. Therefore, each 
range of the instrument should be “zero”-ad- 
justed separately—just before using. 

The Megohm ranges of ohmmeters are usually 
powered by a miniature power supply working 
from the house or shop line voltage, Variations 
in this line voltage can be, and should be com- 
pensated-for by means of the Ohms Zero Ad- 
juster, or whatever the manufacturer calls the 
“zero”-adjusting control. 


Do not confuse simple “zero error’ with that 
due to a bent pointer. If the pointer is very 
much off-zero because it is bent, it should not 
be brought back to zero by manipulating the 
zero-adjusting screw; for such an adjustment 
brings the moving coil into an initial position 
far different from that which it occupied when 
the initial calibration was made. The bent 
pointer itself should be straightened! 


(H) Spring errors. The springs play one of 
the most important parts in maintaining the 
accuracy of the instrument; for they not only 
conduct the current to the movable coil, but 
also supply the “restoring” torque (or twist) 
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which resists the “actuating” torque of the 
movable coil, and then returns the coil and pointer 
to the “zero” position when the current is shut 
off. Any change in the “restoring” torque pro- 
duced by the springs will cause a change in the 
position of the movable coil and pointer—causing 
an error in the readings. 


Within the past few years, phenomenal metal- 
lurgical advances have been made in spring 
design which almost eliminate the “fatigue” and 
“aging” of springs which manifested them- 
selves in a “drift” of calibration in older in- 
struments. The improved springs used in instru- 
ments of reliable manufacture render negligible 
any probable error from this source, so long as 
they are not subjected to mechanical or electrical 
abuse. 


Of course, if the springs have become over- 
heated by prolonged abnormal current flow, they 
will lose some of their “temper”. This will 
decrease their “restoring torque’, and make the 
instrument more sensitive. (See Fig. 2, D and 
E.) Consequently, its readings become inaccurate 
insofar as its original scale calibration is con- 
cerned—and such errors may often be of con- 
siderable magnitude. This abuse of the springs 
by prolonged overload is difficult to detect be- 
cause, as a rule, the meter seems to operate in 
a perfectly normal manner, no sluggishness or 
stickiness being evident. 

The springs may also become “kinked’’. This 
fault will frequently manifest itself. by the fact 
that the reading at a certain point of the scale 
will be different on “increasing” from “‘decreas- 
ing’ values. Another error may creep in from 
“softened’”’ springs which sag. These cause un- 
even torque, and an abnormal “‘zero error” of the 
pointer. 


In general, the control springs of an instru- 
ment should be maintained in as nearly perfect 
a mechanical condition as possible by not abus- 
ing the instrument by serious overload, rough 
handling, etc. If the springs of an instrument 
have received any form of damage, it should be 
returned to the manufacturer, or an authorized 
repair shop, for repair, if accurate measure- 
ments are to be made with it. 


(I) Bearing friction. The hardened and highly- 
polished steel pivots and the almost-frictionless 
sapphire jewel bearings which support the 
movable coil are subject to wear and damage. 
(See Fig. 2E.) They are finely shaped and 
polished, and accurately adjusted before the in- 
strument leaves the factory; but friction may 
develop, due to excessively worn or damaged 
jewels or pivots. Rough handling of the instru- 
ment, overloading, dropping and tampering are 
all common causes of damage to the bearings. 

Friction in the bearings usually manifests 
itself in a stickiness and lag of pointer move- 
ment, and a noticeable uncertainty in its zero 
position. Bearing friction will not usually cause 
errors in the readings, provided the instrument 
is gently tapped when the readings are being 
taken; but since its causes are likely to be 
productive of more serious results, they should 
be eliminated whenever possible. 


Friction may also be caused by rubbing of 
the pointer on the scale, or on fine fibres loosen- 
ing from the substance of a paper scale and 
projecting out so the pointer touches them. 
This trouble may become evident only during 
certain atmospheric conditions, and usually at 
certain parts of the scale; and it may be difficult 
to discover. 


Small particles of foreign matter which have 
worked their way into the short air gaps of 
the magnet generally cause “sticky” operation 
and make the pointer indications erratic. 

It is interesting to note that “sticky” meters 
due to foreign substances lodging themselves in 
the movement seem to rank highest among the 
most frequent meter repairs not due to owner 
negligence or carelessness. Sticky action is apt 
to occur even in new instruments, due to the 
jarring and shaking received during shipment. 
Although manufacturers take extreme care to 
insure receipt of the instrument in perfect con- 
dition and despite the care taken in assembling 
the meters, “trash” in the form of minute metal 


filings and bits of insulation or fibre may work 
into the movement. A meter service station should 
remedy this because the average radio Service 
Man is not capable of handling the delicate job 
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of cleaning out and adjusting the movement. 
Anyway, the usual manufacturer’s guarantee will Ej d 
generally cover the cost of the adjustment, if it V1 O’VSE 
becomes necessary, within about 90 days of the o e o > * 
“ purchase date. 
A “sticky” meter may be detected immediately. ca a 
- Sticky or defective meters should be repaired at By Leading Service 
“ once rather than “borne with’’ as a man who 
uses an instrument which is not in 100% working o = 
le : : F send os 
ve order will subconsciously build up a psychological Organizations 
mad” at the instrument’s manufacturer. If it OQ 
is repaired, he soon forgets that there was any- 
l- thing wrong with it. — oe 
r! “Backlash” in the moving parts is due primarily 
to loose fits in them. This trouble is not common, 
~- nor serious, since errors due to it may be ma- HIGHEST QUALITY 
” terially reduced by gently tapping the instru- 
i= ment while taking the readings. oe — 
a4 (J) meer ice = ——- a a 
tion are those’ troubles which may develop in 
al the electrical circuits of the instrument after HIGHEST PROFIT 
it has been assembled, tested and calibrated. 
po Poorly-soldered joints, loose or broken conductors, * > 4 
4 and partial or complete “short-circuits” or 
“grounds” are some of them. It is surprising how 
e many loose or badly-soldered joints develop in FREE EQUIPMENT 
d supposedly well-made instruments, unless the 
e manufacturers are careful to inspect them rigidly 
= at the factory. 
\- “Opens” due to breakage of the fine wire NATIONAL UNION 
s comprising the movable coil or that employed 
- for the multiplier resistors in voltmeters, have 
n given trouble in some models of instruments. Of RADIO TU BES 
r course, in such cases, the meter fails to operate 
either on one or more ranges—or altogether, so haem 4 
. the trouble quickly makes itself evident. These | National Union manufactures a complete 
t electrical troubles can usually be detected by | line of radio tubes—glass, metal and This “Sign of Efficiency” 
le observation of the instrument for erratic action. G-type. National Union’s high quality has 
“1 When they are detected, they usually require a | made them outstanding favorites in the Can Help You, Too. 
n careful and complete repair before the instru- | padio service profession. All sales policies Get It = 
“ ment can again be considered reliable for service. . ° é “4 
Th id a ee ti have been formulated with the idea of 
e e copper-oxide rectifiers used in rectifier s he “ea” . 
type A.C. instruments can cause an increase in making National Union radio tubes the FREE from N U 
u meter inaccuracy. These copper-oxide rectifiers ideal replacement tube for the radio ” a 
ri are inherently delicate and can be easily over- | dealer. This has been backed up with a 
“ loaded. The eae See < on will ae ee a — —_ — 
h pass a maximum of bu a ew mi iamperes, anc elp to the wide-awake dealer. Deal- 
; shove ‘which the rectiter “breaks down." This | Gry and jobbers handling National Union The NATIONAL UNION 
e ere atin ais vtcietl, .. | radio tubes are the leaders in repair parts WAY 
measuring-meter circuit whether it be strictly a ts ses 
‘ series-dropping resistor type or one in which and service. Through National Union’s help, radio 
, condensers and resistors are used. Care should Z — meg lpn have been 
therefore be exercised in the application of A.C. = able to set up better equipped shops to 
le voltages to these meters, for vaca wer often re- Free Equipment Includes: > be nen ae } a oe 
. : amage -tifi g , . chandise heips that produce more cus- 
. —- Eb eesag: aaggueer St ang tieceea- Eegree Tube testers, set analyzers, oscillographs, tomers. National U: ion h 1s constantly 
: culeiians ats ante qeuanteshhe Ga enttied signal generators, modulators, meters and put, the lates é advan es in ientific 
d manufacturer. Therefore, damaged rectifiers other servicing instruments. In shop aids within reach of the service dealer 
7 should be replaced by the instrument manufac- | equipment items available include stock The National Union Deal calls for a 
y turer, or by some reliable meter repair firm, for | cabinets, coats, display signs, electric oo -— hee yi bated whe 5 Bee 
d they sometimes go bad even while being placed | clocks, etc. All items absolutely free the jurchased. Over 70.000 — Pee = 
“4 in the instrument. The copper-oxide rectifiers | National Union Way. Every service dealer hould inve tigate ' 
e should never be touched with the hands as : 
ee, in one’s — will usually PTITITLILirTLLeELCLLLLLLOCLULLLLLLw 
cause early rectifier failure. 2 " 1 Py 
. The ratio of the rectified current to the applied q fe THE ROAD TO = Clip! Mail Now! *%°! ' 
current may change for a given rectifier. ) L UNION RADIO CORPORATION ' 
- Troubles such as the above cause this ratio to Sz» BETTER BUSINESS 570 yee Now York, City . ; : 
t pr to sometimes half the original ratio. Varia- VA Full guorontee on 4. NeW. jobber stocks 1 am also interested ir ' 
y ions are also possible due to variations of tem- highest quality ore compiete...0in ' 
. perature, humidity and the amount of current vadits tubes atin tis aale ' 
i applied to the rectifier each time it is used for types . Name . ' 
a measurement. In other words, the rectifier will Cut price business ' 
. ' have one ratio when say 0.l-ma. is applied, not solicited Timely business Adare : 
F | another when 0.5-ma. is applied, etc. Price Protection building oids City State ' 
i (K) Magnet weakened. Properly-designed per- ee ee ee eee ee ee eee eee ee ee ee elt 
. manent magnets of the types which are being 
. used in recent high-grade instruments will stand _ — _ aS ee 3 
" a surprisingly large amount of rough handling 
t before their magnetic strength will change 
sufficiently to result in incorrect readings. Other 
parts, such as the jewels and pivots, springs, 
ete., which are more susceptible to damage by 
: mechanical shock, are more troublesome in this 
: sompeet. However, the safe rule is to handle your 
nstruments carefully and avoid all m i 
; cen dade. = We Carry Almost Every Radio Set Made 
3 senor Dae eg ectrment 2 | TREMENDOUS DISCOUNTS 
. Made ee On Tubes, Amplifying Equipment, 
: . . = Public Address Systems, Auto, Home, — 
; There are several inaccuracies which are apt ‘es CATALOG and Farm Radios in all Styles, Types, — — 
° i to creep into measurements made with electrical CONTAINING HUNDREDS CESSORIED and Voltages. We can supply you with 
. : instruments simply because of the way the in- OF AMAZING any Manufactured Set. 67M1 
. anager = is +a age the conditions under which RADIO VALUES ALL MERCHANDISE GUARANTEED 1938 
. a are — Segre which may a ie Factory Sealed Cartons. No Seconds 
. Fy present when a particular instrument is x RRITORY 
l ' used for one measurement may not occur when LOW PRICES AVAILABLE 70 LIVE REPRESENTATIVES AUTO SET 
; ; it is used again under different operating condi- LIST $54.95 
| tions—and vice versa! Some things to watch 72 CORTLANDT ST. o7 
: for will be pointed out in Part II. OST RADIO OB) 74 2 DEP’T [Fj NEW YORK,NY. 50 /0 OFF 
) (Continued on page 247) ane 
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CENTRALAB VOLUME CONTROLS 





says Mr. Owen O. Tressler 
of Elmira Heights 


“Sir,” says Old Man 
Centralab, “I am 
overcome with pride 
at this overwhelming 
vote of confidence. 
But, (ahem) I can- 
not feel but that my 
long years of smooth 
service to the radio industry merit 
this recognition.” 





Yes ... Mr. Tressler is but one of 
the thousands of radio men from 
coast to coast who takes his hat off 
to OLD MAN CENTRALAB 

and who is doing a better and more 
satisfactory service job because of 


the smooth performance of these 
world famous volume controls. 





MILWAUKEE WISCONSIN 
way bos a te ae ae. 
Canterbury Rd., 
London N.W. é, Menolend 
CENTRALAB 
118 Avenue Ledru-Rollin 
Paris X1, France 
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biggest 
opportunities 
still ahead 


In a decade radio has become a 
giant industry. The opportunities 
created are being enjoyed by 
trained men. The International Cor- 
respondence Schools Radio Course, 
prepared by leading authorities 
and constantly revised, WILL MAKE 
YOU A TRAINED MAN! 


A fascinating 
book — FREE. 





INTERNATIONAL CORRESPONDENCE 


SCHOOLS 


Box 6680-C, Seranton, Penna. 
Send me—/free—information on subject checked: 


Radio Radio Service Man 
Radio Operator Electrical Engineer 





Address 
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RHEOSTAT FOR PRIMARY 
CONTROL ON SECONDARY 
VOLTAGE (1293) 
(Ohmite Mfg. Company) 


PARTICULARLY convenient control of 

filament-transformer secondary voltages, in 
order to obtain maximum tube life (as in trans- 
mitters, etc.), is afforded by means of a power 
rheostat connected in series in the primary cir- 
cuit. An improved vitreous enamel heavy-duty 
rheostat suitable for this purpose is illustrated. 
It is constructed entirely of porcelain and metals 
and thus contains nothing which can char or 
burn. 


ORATOR-TYPE VELOCITY 
MICROPHONE (1294) 


VELOCITY microphone which has 

especially designed for pulpit and “desk 
work”, or for all those applications where the 
orator generally assumes a fixed position, is 
illustrated. By an ingenious application of the 
directional “fins” developed for an earlier-type 
microphone of the same make (Radio-Craft, 
item No. 1438, August 1937, page 93), and by 
placing the motor unit horizontally, an extremely 
wide angle of pick-up is obtained; this allows 
complete freedom of motion on the part of the 
speaker—within a radius of 3 ft. 

This design is more sightly than the earlier 
“banquet” stand type of mounting. The base may 
be tilted to obtain best sound pick-up. Available 
with a noiseless rotary switch. Output level is 
-65 db.; impedance either to grid or 200 ohms 
(latter-type unit is equipped with a 25-ft. length 
of cable) ; frequency response 50 to 12,000 cycles ; 
weight, 3 Ibs.; finish, gunmetal. 


been 


NEWEST RADIO SET FOR 
AVIATORS (1295) 
(RCA Manufacturing Co., Inc.) 


FN beecangge may for both 6-V. and 12-V. opera- 
tion, the new aviation radio receiver here 
illustrated features sensitivity and light weight. 
Only two type 6F7 tubes are used in the re- 
ceiver to afford the services of (1) R.F. ampli- 
fication, (2) detection, and (3) A.F. amplifica- 
tion in 2 stages, in a T.R.F. circuit. 

Frequency range of 200 to 400 ke. permits 
coverage of airport traffic control, and radio 
beacon-weather broadcasts. White dots spot the 
primary weather broadcast frequency of 236 kc., 
and the airport traffic control frequency of 278 ke. 
Feather-weight headphones are utilized. Weight 
of complete receiver, power supply, cable and 
phones is 8.5 Ibs. Dimensions for both receiver 
and power supply—6™% x 5% x 3% ins. deep 
for each unit. 





AIRCRAFT MICROPHONE (1296) 
(Universal Microphone Co.) 


NNOUNCED as being “100-per cent direc- 

tional and all extraneous noises excluded” is 
the aircraft-type microphone here illustrated. A 
thumb-operated pushbutton is installed on the 
periphery. This is a double-contact switch, one 
side of which closes the circuit for microphone 
current, and the other side operates the relay 
for throwing the transmitter into action. 


NEW WIDE-RANGE SERVICE 
OSCILLATOR (1297) 
(Radio City Products Co.) 


NE OF the latest in signal generator (or 
“service ascillators’’) developments is the 


portable, A.C. operated instrument here illus- 
trated (size, 8 x 11% x 5 ins. deep; weight, 
11% Ibs.). 


Five bands afford a continuous range of funda- 
mental frequencies from 125 ke. to 15 mce.; 
harmonics extend the high-frequency range to 
16 megacycles. 


Of importance to the Service Man is the means 
—a full-vision direct-reading 444-in. vernier-type 
airplane dial with multicolor calibration—pro- 
vided for speeding the reading of frequencies 
without recourse to charts or tables. Another in- 
teresting feature that facilitates the alignment of 
supersensitive radio receivers, as for instance 
car-radio receivers, is the use of special lead- 
coated steel for the case and chassis ; plus separate 
shielding of the coil assembly, attenuator and 
R.F. circuits. 


The possibilities of dead-spot effects are re- 
duced through automatic shorting of unused 
coils; and electrostatic shielding of the power 
transformer prevents R.F. feedback through 
the power line. 

Audio modulation of 30% at 400 cycles, sine- 
wave, is also available externally; also, other, 
external frequencies may be applied to the R.F. 
circuit. Sweep and “‘wobbler” circuits of cathode- 
ray equipment may utilize the A.F. modulation 
from this signal generator. 


Panel and fittings are finished in chromium, 
aluminum and black. The cabinet is gray. 


14-26 WATT PORTABLE AMPLIFIER 
(1298) 


RIEFED, the features of this amplifier are: 
electronic mixing of 2 microphones; pro- 
visions for mixing 2 microphones and 1 phono- 
graph; includes velotron microphone (on ban- 


quet stand) ; has two 10-in. dust-proofed dynamic 
reproducers (said to be especially designed for 
P.A. work) ; tone control; beam power tubes. 


Unit furnishes field supply ; P.M. dynamics also 
may be used. Speaker No. 1 plugs into the ampli- 
fier. Speaker No. 2 plugs into speaker No. 1. 
This permits placing the second reproducer a 
maximum of 50 ft. from the amplifier. 





Latest emis- 
sion-type tube 
tester makes 
hot emission 
tests of all 


types of 
tubes. (1299) 


















































New aircraft mike. (1296) 


A wide-range oscillator with con- 
tinuous range of fundamentals 
from 125 ke. to 16 mc. (1297) 
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New 14-26 W. portable amplifier 

uses velotron microphone and 2 
10-inch dynamic speakers. Input 
uses electronic mixing. (1298) 
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The new “etched-foil' electrolytics. (1301) 


EMISSION-TYPE TUBE TESTER 
(1299) 

(Million Radio & Television Laboratories) 

HE TUBE TESTER illustrated on page 238 

makes hot emission test of all types of tubes. 
English-reading indications appear on _ the 
scale of a large meter. Neon test of shorts and 
leakage is available up to 2 megs. Jacks provide 
external use of the leakage test; as well as 
measurements of resistance in continuity test. 
Operates on 110 V. A.C. The power circuit is 
fused ; and all test circuits are insulated from the 
power line. 


INEXPENSIVE PRIVATE PHONE 
(1300) 

ARRYING the trade name of “Privaphone,” 

this intercommunication system requires only 
a built-in battery to operate it. Consequently, un- 
like most previous types of such systems, it may 
be applied in many services that do not have 
available a 110 V. supply. 

The unit comprises a microphone and earphone, 
and a buzzer—all battery operated. May be used 
in connection with dictating, detective work, tem- 
porary point-to-point communication, etc. 


COMPLETE RANGE OF ETCHED- 
FOIL ELECTROLYTICS (1301) 
(Cornell-Dubilier Corp.) 

OTH THE types KR metal container and JR 

silvered cardboard container small-space 
etched-foil condensers are now available in a 
complete capacity range from 4 to 16 mf. at 200 
to 525 V. rating. As a protection against exces- 
sive humidity and abnormal temperatures these 
units are triple-sealed. 


NEW LINE OF REPLACEMENT 
CONDENSERS (1302) 


| ADDITION to the number of special uni- 
versal-service condensers one manufacturer 
(Continued on page 247) 





New line of replacement condensers. (1302) 
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DEVELOPED for HIGH FIDELITY! 


AND ONLY 


=e 


FROM FACTORY 
T0 


You! 


A 30 WATT AMPLIFIER 


COMPLETELY ASSEMBLED BUT NOT WIRED 
8 agen the new 1221 Sylvania non-microphonic input pentode which permits 
you to use full gain of this powerful FOUR STAGE AMPLIFIER. Push- 
pull 6L6 beam power output with two input channels and faders for any type 
of microphone, radio or phonograph pick-up. 


A RARE OPPORTUNITY FOR THE SERVICE MAN 


Just what you need for rentals; delivering anything from a whisper to ful! auditorium volume and 
handles from one to four speakers, maintaining its perfect clarity at full volume 


K-30 HIGH FIDELITY AMPLIFIER; assembled complete with wiring diagram 





& instructions less only wiring, chassis cover and tubes $17.45 
Ventilated heavy gauge chassis cover, as illustrated 3.25 
Complete set of matched Sylvania tubes: |—122!, |1—6C5, 2—6L6G, 2—46J5G, I—5Z3 4.10 


EASTERN RADIO & TELEVISION CO. iNew Voni ny: 




















" FOUNDATION 
OSCILLOSCOPE 


wir BUILT-IN 
60 CYCLE SWEEP 


@ Uses No. 913 Tube with 1” 
Fluorescent Screen for Sharp 
Images 

@ Controls for Intensity, Focus 
and Sweep Amplitude 

@ Vertical and Horizontal De- 
flector Plates 

@ A.C. Operated 









A practical foundation unit 
for amateurs, engineers, 
sound and radio service- 
men. With proper external 
additions it offers facilities 
for the study and adjust- 
ment of countless circuit 
problems. May be adapted 
for R-F and I-F alignment, 
resistor, condenser, vibra- 
tor and many other tests. 


SEE YOUR JOBBER WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 





MODEL 840 


§ READRITE METER WORKS 

1 1016 College Dr., Bluffton, Ohio 

Without obligation please send me more information or 

Model 840. I am also interested in 

8 oN 

g Name 

‘ Address 

pm i RANGER 
. Sta 
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Now—a high-powered— 






New 


The Library now 
comprises a re- 
vised selection of 
books culled from 
latest McGraw- 
Hill publications 
in the radio field. 


Radio 
Engineering 













Library 


—especially selected by radio specialists of McGraw- 
Hill publications 





—to give most complete, dependable coverage of facts 
needed by all whose fields are grounded on radio 
fundamentals 
—available at a special price and terms. 
These books cover circuit phenomena, tube theory, net- 
works, measurements, and other subjects—give specialized 
treatment of all flelds of practical design and application 
They are books of recognized position in the literature 
books you will refer to and be referred to often. If you are 
practical designer, researcher or engineer in any field 
based on radio, you want these books for the help they 
give in hundreds of problems throughout the whole field 
of radio engineering. 
Svolumes, 3064 pages, 2000 illustrations 
1. Glasgow’s PRINCIPLES OF RADIO EN- 
GINEERING 
2. Hund’s PHENOMENA IN HIGH-FRE- 
QUENCY SYSTEMS 
3. Chaffee’s THEORY OF THERMIONIC 
VACUUM TUBES 
4. Terman’s MEASUREMENTS IN RADIO 
ENGINEERING 
5. a 8G RADIO ENGINEERING HAND- 


10 days’ examination. Special price. Monthly payments. 
$25.00 worth of books cost you only $23.50 under this 
offer. Add these standard works to your library now; pay 
small monthly installments, while you use the books. 


porto -- + 


SEND THIS ON-APPROVAL COUPON 


McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc. I 
330 W. 42nd St., New York, N.Y. 


Send me Radio Engineering Library, 5 vols., for 1© 
days’ examination on approval. In 10 days I will send 
2.50, plus few cents postage, and $3.00 monthly till 
23.50 is paid, or return books postpaid. (We pay | 

stage on orders accompanied by remittance of first 
nstallment.) | 


TURE ccccessccesecssreccssorccovecescecseces ] 
Pe ey ES”. | 
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IF ITS TOUGH -DON 7 CUSS 
Turn To RADIO-KINK-AIDS 


Practical Repairs For Over 
3000 Hard-Te-Fix Radics. 
Just pull out the card corresponding to the name 
and model of the set you are repairing, and there 


AKRAD PRODUCTS CO. 
362 WOOSTER AVE Akron, O 
Tear out this ad, write your Name and Address in the 


i oncateee margin, send $1.95 and we will send outfit at once, 

















RADIOS 


WHOLESALE 


Our complete NEW line of FAMOUS 
ZEPHYR RADIOS open for your selection, 
at 50% discount. Send for FREE catalog 
showing A.C.-D.C., All Electric or Battery 
sets and Auto Radios. All latest modeis 
with newest features—World-Wide recep- 
tion, 5 to 15 tubes. 30 days Trial—Money 
back GUARANTEE. Earn EXTRA MONEY 
ask about our Agent-User Plan. 


ZEPHYR RADIO COMPANY 


13141 Hamilton Ave., Detroit, Michigan 
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HOW TO MAKE "THE SEAFARER" 
LOOP-TYPE BOAT RADIO SET 


(Continued from page 208) 


LOOP-POSITION INDICATION 


For each, loop, secure or accurately draw a 
360-degree protractor of convenient size. (See 
Fig. 1.) Cardboard affairs will do nicely. Center 
the protractor on the loop plug and fix it in 
position in such a way that its 0- and 180-deg. 
markings are broadside to the loop (90 and 270 
deg. markings therefore in line with the endwise 
plane of the loop antenna). Make definitely sure 
that the scale will not slip and will turn only 
when loop and plug are turned. 

Place a pointer on the front of the cabinet’s 
cover so that it will record against the scale. 
Adjust the position carefully, making sure that 
when the loop is turned to read zero (deg.) 
or 360 (deg.) against the pointer, the finder is 
exactly parallel—endwise—to the length, left to 
right, of the cabinet. 


OPERATION 


In operation, the radio-direction finder is 
positioned in direct line with the course of the 
vessel. That is, the instrument heads directly 
toward the ship and the pointer indicates this 
line of direction of travel. 

A chart of local waters will be required—a 
knowledge of magnetic variation figures for 
these particular waters, and a ship’s compass. 
These, of course, are common enough to any 
mariner’s store of seafaring apparatus and in- 
telligence. 

All bearings and positions are taken with 
reference to a ship’s course. 

Bearing-station on-course. Is station ZZZZ, 
which is coming in strongly, known to be exactly 
in line with a desired course? Is its position 


right where we want to go? Then we simply 
take a bearing on it with our finder, adjusting 
the loop for minimum reading or inaudibility. 


(The mazximum-response reading is not as 
accurate.) Our pointer will read against the 
scale and indicate the number of degrees this 


station lies away from our present line of direc- 
tion. We note our course on the ship's compass 
and then simply correct our heading until course 
and signal are in line. We may now “ride the 
signal” into port without “much of any’’ trouble. 

Bearing-station off-course. Is the bearing of 
station ZZZZ unknown and do we wish this 
bearing? Then we note our course of direction, 
as shown by our ship’s compass, correct it for 
magnetic variation, get a direction reading on the 
signal with our finder, find out its bearing from 
our present course by noting the degrees differ- 
ence between the 2 lines of direction, add our 
own bearing from true-North to this difference 
—and get an actual true bearing on the signal. 
By extending this line seaward on our chart we 
will have something to work on, for we'll at 
least know we are on this line! 

Do we want a “true position”? Then we take 
a bearing on 2 stations, if such bearings are 
not known, “triangulate” or extend both lines 
seaward, and note on our chart where they 
cross. That cross or “fix” is our true position 
and we know exactly where we are! 

But these are matters for mariners. Your job 
as a radio builder will be to construct a model 
receiver, get it into proper working order, and 
scamper down to the nearest yacht club for an 
exhibition. When you do—if you do—make such 
a trip, you may take along plenty of advance 
assurance of an immediate sale and some profit- 
able orders for the season. 





NEW TUBES FOR THE RADIO 
EXPERIMENTER 


(Continued from page 204) 


Max.-signal plate current 60 ma. 
No-signal screen-grid current 3 ma. 
Load resistance 2,000 ohms 
Power output 3.6 W. 
2nd-harmonic 2.5% 
38rd-harmonic 9% 
(Data courtesy Raytheon) 
6V6G (glass) Unipotential-cathode Tetrode 


Power Amplifier. Transformed or impedance in- 
put are recommended for use with this tube. If 
resistance-capacity coupling is used the D.C. 
resistance in the control-grid circuit must not 
exceed 0.5-meg. with self-bias, or 0.1-meg. with 
fixed-bias. Note that the voltage between heater 
and cathode should be kept as low as possible. 
A direct connection is recommended. See Fig. 1D. 


Characteristics 

Heater voltage 6.3 V. 
Heater current 0.45-A, 
Plate voltage (max.) 300 V. 
Screen-grid voltage (max.) 300 V. 
Plate and screen-grid dissipation 

(total) 12.5 W. 
Control-grid voltage -12.5 V. 
Amplification factor 218 
Plate resistance 52,000 ohms 
Mutual conductance 4,100 
Plate current 45 ma. 
Screen-grid current 4.5 ma. 


Operating Conditions, Class A Amplifier 
Plate voltage 250 V. 


g 


Screen-grid voltage 250 V. 
Control-grid voltage ~12.5 V. 
Peak signal 12.5 V. 
Plate current (no signal) 45 ma. 
Plate current (max. signal) 47 ma. 
Screen-grid current (no signal) 4.5 ma, 
Screen-grid current (max. signal) 6.5 ma. 


Load resistance 


vo 
5,000 ohms 

Power output 25 W 
2nd-harmonic 4.5% 
8rd-harmonic 3.5% 

Operating Conditions, Class AB (2 tubes) 
Plate voltage 250 300 V. 
Screen-grid voltage 250 300 V. 
Control-grid (see item in text 

concerning input systems) -15 -20 V. 
Peak signal (grid-to-grid) 30 40 pk. V. 
Plate current (no signal) 70 78 ma. 
Plate current (max. signal) 79 90 ma. 


Please Say That You Saw It in Rapio-CrarFrtT 





Screen-grid current (no 


signal) 5 5 ma. 
Screen-grid current (max. 

signal) 12 13.5 ma. 
Load resistance (plate-to- 

plate) 10,000 8,000 ohms 
Power output 8.5 13 W. 
8rd-harmonic 3.5 3.5% 
Total harmonic 4 4% 


(Data courtesy Raytheon) 


1G5G Lew-Plate-Voltage Power Output Pen- 
tode. This tube is designed especially for opera- 
tion from a 90 V. “B” supply and will be used 
mainly in battery receivers, particularly where 
current limitations are a factor. 

Resistance coupling may be employed and the 
rated output obtained under class A operation. 
Larger power output is available by employing 


2 tubes in push-pull service. (See Fig. 1E.) 
Characteristics 
Filament voltage 2V. 
Filament current 0.12-A. 
Over-all length (max.) 4 11/16 ins. 
Diameter (max.) 1 13/16 ins. 
Bulb ST-14 
Base Medium G Type Octal No. 6-X 
Operating Conditions and Characteristics 
Filament voltage Sy. 
Filament current 0.12-A. 


Plate voltage 
Screen-grid voltage 


90 V. max. 
90 V. max. 


Control-grid voltage -6 V. 
Plate current 8.5 ma. 
Screen-grid current 2.7 ma, 
Plate resistance 0.135-meg. 
Mutual conductance 1,500 umhos 
Amplification factor 200 

Load resistance 8,500 ohms 
Power output 300 mw. 


Tota! harmonic distortion 9% 
(Data courtesy Hygrade-Sylvania Corp.) 

25L6G (Glass) Beam Power Tube. This tube 
has electrical characteristics that are identical 
to those of its metal counterpart the 25L6 de- 
scribed in the April, 1937, issue of Radio-Craft. 
However unlike the 25L6 which uses beam de- 
flector plates the newer tube incorporates sup- 
pressor grids. (See Fig. 1F.) 


(Tube is now available from RCA Radiotron, 
Raytheon, Sylvania, etc.) 
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CRYSTAL 
HEAD PHONES 


SOUND CELL 
MICROPHONES 


Information on request 


THE BRUSH DEVELOPMENT CO. 
3312 PERKINS AVE + CLEVELAND, OHIO 





























— RADIO COURSES 


RADIO OPERATING: Prepare for Gov't 
License Exam. @ RADIO SERVICING: 
Including Short Wave@ AMATEUR CODE 
@ ELECTRONICS TELEVISION © 
Day and Evening Classes—Booklet Upon Request 


New York YMCA Schools 


4 W. G4th Street, New York City 


BUILD IT YOURSELF 


You. can peste a 
Trailer with 


tools easily ms on 
step-by-step constructional 
and pe pines Biucgetate, | 
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MODERNIZE YOUR OBSOLETE 
TUBE CHECKER OR SET 
ANALYZER with “PRECISION” 


Write for details. Mention make and model 
number of your old instrument. 


PRECISION APPARATUS CORP. 
821 EAST NEW YORK AVE, BROOKLYN, N. Y. 














RADIOS. SAVE 50% 


‘DEAL DIRECT...FACTORY FF 
PRICES! Many models to se- 
lectfrom: AC-DC; A’ 


enc Ee. 30- = 
DAY TRIAL plan | and fe 
agent-user propos’ 
GOLDENTO! 
DEPT. B10, 














PATENTS—TRADE MARKS 
AD cases submitted given personal attention by 
members of the firm. 

Form “Evidence of Conception” and 
instructions 
“How to Establish Your Rights’’—Free 


LANCASTER, ALLWINE & ROMMEL 
PATENT LAW OFFICES 
436 Bowen Bldg. Washington, D. C. 

















$500,000 GENUINE 
MAJESTIC-GRIGSBY GRUNOW 
REFRIGERATOR & 

RADIO PARTS. 

2000 REFRIG- 


Ga&aG 
FRIGERATOR & RADIO PARTS SERVICE 
5801 W. DICKENS AVE. CHICAGO, ILL. 











pS TUBE SUPER KIT—— 


456 K.c. 15 to SO Meters 200 to SSO Meters 
Kit consists of: I.F. Trans., Var. Condenser, Chassis 


Pan, Coils, Sockets, Padding, Filter and By Pass 
Condensers, Resistors, Power Trans. and Schematic 
Drawing. 

All above parts with 6%” speaker ......... $5.95 
All above parts with 8” speaker ........0.... 6.95 


25% Deposit Required With Order 
WRITE FOR OUR NEW 8 PAGE FLYER 


ARROW SALES COMPANY bert. s 
631 WASHINGTON BLVD,, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
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“LEARN-BY -EXPERIMENTING" 
BEGINNERS’ PRACTICAL 
RADIO COURSE 


(Continued from page 233) 
LIST OF PARTS FOR EXPERIMENT NO. 


*One general purpose, audio microphone trans- 
former, T; 

*One adjustable condenser (optional), 0.0003- to 
0.001-mf. (equivalent to 300 to 1,000 mmf.) ; 

One rheostat, 20 ohms, R; 

*One 4-prong socket, with screw terminals for 
type 30 tube; 

*One knob and dial-plate; 

Five binding posts; 

One type 30 tube; or, type 01A tube may be 
used, with rheostat advanced to full, since this 
tube requires a greater operating current; 

Three drycells, or one 4144 V. “C” battery; 

One pair of standard headphones, 2,000 ohms 
resistance, Ph.; 

One key, may be home-made, as shown, or push- 
button, K. 

*Names of manufacturers will be supplied upon 
receipt of a stamped and self-addressed envelope. 


The author of this course has been identified 
with the teaching of radio for many years in 
both private and public schools, and at present 
is an Instructor in Radio in a New York City 
High School. His experience qualifies him ad- 
mirably for presenting the technical material 
of radio from the learner’s viewpoint. 


ANSWERS TO PROBLEMS 
ON EXPERIMENT No. 


(See page 233) 


(1) Filament current becomes greater. 

(2) Tone becomes lower in pitch indicating a 
slower or lower frequency. 

(3) Pitch becomes lower indicating slower or 
lower frequency. 

(4) Breaking the plate circuit. 

(5) The amount of capacity in the grid circuit. 





BUILD THIS 
“INTERMITTENT OPEN" 
CONDENSER TESTER 


(Continued from page 225) 


will-insulated test prods and keep safely away 
from the R.F. output of this “breakdown-test 
oscillator” in order to avoid high-frequency 
burns. 

Coil L consists of 76 turns of No, 24 enam. 
wire wound on a form (preferably, air-core) 
1% ins. in dia. Coils L1 and L2 each consist of 
50 turns of No. 14 enam. wire wound on a 
form 1% ins. in dia. 

The following List of Parts is suggested to 
builders who may want to try out this idea in 
a lab. set-up. Substitutions may be made by the 
experienced radio man as necessary to suit in- 
dividual convenience. 


LIST OF PARTS 


One Standard Transformer Corp. power trans- 
former, 650 V., 150 ma. sec. and a 2.5 V. sec., 


=3 

One Standard Transformer Corp. 
200 ma., Ch.1; 

One Hammarlund R.F. choke, 150 ma., Ch.; 

One Hammarlund variable condenser, 250 mmtf., 
CV; 

Two Tung-Sol type 45 tubes, V1, V2; 

One Tung-Sol type 80 tube, V3; 


filter choke, 


Two Sprague condensers, No. TX-24-70, 70 mmf., 
1,500 V., C; 

One I.R.C. resistor, 25,000 ohms, 5 W. (no less), 
R; 

One Sprague condenser, No. TC-25, 0.005-mf., 
400 V., Cl; 

One Sprague condenser, No. TR-11, 0.01-mf., 


800 V., C2; 
Two Sprague condensers, No. OT-21, 2 mf., 800 
Vv... GS: 
One R.F. coil unit 
data) L, Ll, L2; 
One S.P.S.T. toggle switch, X; 
One bulb (and socket), 2.5 V. filament, V.; 
Three 4-prong sockets. 
This article has been prepared from data sup- 
plied by courtesy of Sprague Products Co. 


(see text for construction 
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SELL 
hl 


How would you like to have a 
good stock of nationally adver- 
'tised radio tubes on your shelves 
— without paying a nickel until 
they’re sold? 

That's how the Tung-Sol Con- 
signment Plan works for radio 
dealers who can qualify. You 
don’t pay for the tubes until 
you’ve collected your cost and 
profit. That's worth looking into 
I—to see if you are eligible for 
‘this unique plan. 


| More than 8,000 dealers have 
qualified—and are going places 
in the tube business. 

Full profit—no investment—no 
ldead numbers to write off at a 
jloss. Easy to sell, because your 
trade knows that Tung- Sol means 
top flight tube efficiency. 


BEFORE 
YOU 
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TUNG-SOL 


Jone-flow RadioTubea 


TUNG-SOL LAMP WORKS, INC. 
Dept. F Radio Tube Division 
SALES OFFICES: Atlanta, Boston, 
Chicago, Charlotte, Dallas, Detroit, 
Kansas City, Los Angeles, New York. 
General Office, Newark, N. J. 
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TYPE 


CONTROLS 


... are available in a complete 
line of exact duplicate replace- 
ment types. 
... also, hot off the press comes 
the new IRC Control Guide 
listing replacements for almost 
every receiver. 
Ask your jobber—or write di- 
rect to us—for a free copy of the 
ide. Prepare to use the finest 
proved controls on EVERY job! 


INTERNATIONAL RESISTANCE CO. 
401 N. Broad Street + Philadelphia, Pa, 


...’‘The Name 
Tells You It's a 
Masterpiece’ 





“LET ME TRAIN YOU at Acme 


wey FoRA GOOD 
9 By \o (emo): 


< —_™ Get in Line for Big Money 


Directing Engineer Radio is growing fast. Modern receivers 

require thoroughly trained experts for 
service and maintenance. You can become such an expert 
right at home... through R.T.A. methods and begin 
earning money almost from the start of your course. In 


a very short time you will 
Be the ONE Man|INCLUDED 
WITH OUR 


in 1,000 
who understands everything there TRAIN ING 


is to know in order to give quick 
*‘sure-fire’’ service to all kinds of 
receivers. You can be the one man 
who can take the service business 
away from the old-time radio 
**tinker.”’ 





No Experience Needed 
Even though you know nothing 
about Radio now, you can quickly 
qualify the R.T.A. way to step 
right into a well-paying position 
—Or start your own profitable 
business. Use your spare time and 


LEARN AT HOME 


Most R.T.A. members start mak- | saving, trouble-find- 
ing money right from the begin-| ing Circuit Analyzer 
ning. The special servicing equip- and Resistance Tester 
ment which is supplied without hel u to make 
extra cost makes this possible. elps = yo 1 
Don’t wait—get started now. Write | money without delay. 
today for our Interesting Radio | Our Free Book tells 
Book FREE. you how. 


Don’t Put It Off—Send Coupon Now 


RADIO TRAINING ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 
4525 Ravenswood Ave., Dept. RC-80, Chicago, Ill, 
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This efficient time- 





' 
g RADIO TRAINING ASSN, of AMERICA a 
1 Dept. RC-80, 4525 Ravenswood Ave., Chicago, 11. a 
Mt Gentlemen: Send me details of your Enrollment Plan § 
and information on how to learn to make real money P] 
@ in radio quick 
' J 
‘ 2 
1: DEMMAS ccc cccccccesececeseceseeseces a | 
‘ a 
' ' 
' RGGTOEB ccccccccecccccccevcvcescecceseeseess | 
s : 
§ City . ++ees State : 
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BUILD THIS "OPTIMUM TEST" TUBE CHECKER 


(Continued from page 209) 


The features incorporated in this unit are 
grouped in Table I. The reasons as to just WHY 
these various elements were considered essen- 
tial in the design of this new tube-resistance- 
capacity tester make interesting and instruc- 
tive reading. 


DESIGN FEATURES 


(1) Accuracy. This is determined by the type 
of test circuit used, as well as the accuracy of 
the component parts which comprise the circuit. 

A review of the R.M.A. recommendations and 
consultation with the engineering departments 
of the largest and most progressive tube manu- 
facturers emphatically concludes that the most 
accurate test which can be made in a practical 
commercial instrument is the emission-type test 
under applied voltages and loads as recommended 
by the R.M.A. This circuit was therefore adopted 
after investigating power output and medium- 
price transconductance circuits. It is true that 
a finer, more elaborate transconductance tester 
could be built but it would be a very costly 
laboratory instrument, difficult to operate, and 
impractical for a dealer or Service Man. 


The meter selected is a d’Arsonval moving- 
coil type with an accuracy guaranteed within 
2%. The tolerance of each of the resistors as 
well as the regulation of the transformer must 
be guaranteed within 5%. Even under extreme 
circumstances the total circuit error will not 
be as much as 5% as the tube under test has a 
relatively high resistance compared to the other 
circuit constants. With all that, we would feel 
highly flattered if any commercial tube tester 
(including this one) could achieve an accuracy 
of 5% in grading tubes. 

The accuracy of line-voltage indication is im- 
portant and here a time-tested circuit is em- 
ployed utilizing the 6H6 tube as a rectifier. This 
special circuit (described in detail in past issues 
of Radio-Craft) was developed by the writer 
and to-day is in use in 


many fine measuring 
instruments. 


Hot interelement short and leakage tests and 
hot cathode leakage tests are fundamental re- 
quirements, yet, most instruments use only the 
neon lamp indication for both measurements! 
It is essential to note that interelement leakages 

as differentiated from cathode leakage—have 
very high resistance values which necessitate the 
use of a highly-sensitive neon lamp. However, 
there is always a permissible limit of cathode 
leakage which would cause a sensitive neon lamp 
to glow and erroneously indicate that a good 
tube should be discarded! 
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The usual practice, in order to overcome this 
defect of the ‘“‘neon test,” is to decrease the 
sensitivity of the lamp indication so as to be safe 
on cathode leakage indication; but this auto- 
matically would show as OK some tubes having 
troublesome high-resistance interelement leakage ! 

This fault is overcome by keeping the neon 
indication highly sensitive and then making an 
additional cathode leakage meter test; this pro- 
cedure is considered by the tube manufacturers 
to be far more desirable. 

(2) Protection against obsolescence. Some 
assurance that the apparatus will not be out-of- 
date in a short time is essential when consider- 
ing the construction or purchase of a modern 
tube tester. 

During the past 5 years there has been a 
great deal of ballyhoo in the claims of tube- 
tester manufacturers as to their designs pro- 
viding for future changes and additions. With 
an occasional exception it was necessary for 
the manufacturer to bring out one new model, 
and sometimes two, every year as the previous 
model would be obsolete. It would not meet all 
of the requirements that were necessary for 
properly testing the tubes of the following year. 

One of the primary factors is the complete 
free-point, free-reference of both filament leads 
to all sockets without being tied into any active 
circuit bus at the same time. This design as 
can readily be seen from the wiring diagram 
enables the complete isolation of the filament 
supply to any 2 desired terminals of the tube 
including shell and cap. (There is not to my 
knowledge another tube tester regardless of 
price that has this feature.) 

Furthermore any other individual element can 
be isolated, as desired, so that it need not be 
tied to the cathode or plate bus; which is not 
the case with all other emission-type tester 
The flexible plug in connectors A, B, C, etc., 
provide this unusual and comprehensive protec- 
tion and are operated the same as the conventional 
method for toggle switches. 

There is provided a spare circuit (see diagram) 
with full switching capacity as for any present 
element so that an additional element or a 
9-prong tube presents no problem. (No commer- 
cial emission tester on the market seemingly 
has such provision.) Space is also available on 
the panel for the addition of several new sockets 
should future tubes require new types of sockets 

(3) Tests all tubes. A good tube tester must be 
sufficiently comprehensive to test all types of 
tubes that are now in use including metal, glass, 
M.G. (metal-glass), obsolete battery and A.C. 


types, as well as cold-cathode rectifiers. Very 
few modern testers if any will test cold-cathode 
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Fig. 1. Schematic diagram of the “optimum-test"’ tube checker. 


Please Say That You Saw It in Rapio-CRaFtT 





eT 







2qQqQeaeoe 


r 


= 


mas GO oe 


ee = Fe a= 


wFwyrest wOwes 
























RADIO-CRAFT for 


rectifiers although there are a number of these 
tubes in use. 


This design provides suitable voltage and load 
for proper test of such tubes at position “special 
No. 1” as seen in the diagram. An additional 
spare switch position is provided for some future 
special voltage and load requirement. 


“Comprehensiveness’” must also include the 
complete number of tests for properly determin- 
ing the worth of a tube. This involves the quality 
emission test and sensitive inter-element leak- 
age indication with a less-sensitive cathode leak- 
age indication. Shorts, opens and loose elements 
should be readily detected as is easily done with 
this instrument because of the feature of isolating 
any element at will. 


In addition the instrument also serves as an 
accurate ohmmeter and capacity meter, and also 
as a condenser leakage indicator. These extra 
features have been incorporated because they 
are so necessary in service work and on the 
dealer’s counter, and involve very little in addi- 
tional cost and no additional space to the tube 
tester. 


(4) Optimum-quality parts. It is just as much 
of a fallacy to follow the assumption that “the 
best is cheapest in the long run” as it is to 
believe that “the cheapest price is the most 
economical.”” Here is where the optimum value 
plays the important role. 

Only high-quality parts have been used in this 
instrument but not necessarily the most expen- 
sive ones. Molded wire-wound resistors are used 
in values below 2,500 ohms, and insulated and 
molded carbon resistors of ample watts rating 
are used for high-resistance units. The line- 
voltage power rheostat, rated to carry 25 W., 
is of the vitreous enamel type. Panel layout and 
design is very pleasing; etched to give a 2-color 
effect. Construction is sturdy so that the instru- 
ment should be good for at least 5 years’ service 
if it is not abused. 

(5) Simplicity of operation. This factor is 
realized in that there are only 2 selector switches. 
The operation is similar to the conventional 
emission-type tester only there are no special 
sockets or precautions that are necessary with 
so many other testers. 


(6) Economical in Design. Economy is veri- 
tably the shining light that has automatically re- 
sulted from simplicity and efficiency in design. 
Just think—this unusual tester with its splendid 
features and high-quality parts can be con- 
structed with little effort and at a cost to the 
Service Man of only about $18. 


(7) Ohmmeter Tests. Resistance-test facilities, 
with 2 direct-reading ranges, are included. Low 
range: 0-10,000 ohms, with self-contained 1%, V. 
flashlight cell. High range, 0-1 meg., self-con- 
tained power supply. 

(8) Capacity-meter operation. Condenser-ca- 
pacity tests may be made over 2 ranges from 
approximately 0.00l-mf. to 10 mmf. 


LIST OF PARTS 


One Dependable milliammeter, 0-5 ma., with 
combination scale dial, Ml; 


One Dependable etched and fabricated panel; 

One Dependable special tube-testing transformer, 
Ti; 

One wire-wound shunt rheostat, 200 ohms, VR1; 

One Dependable vitreous enamel rheostat, 25 W., 
500 ohms, VR2; 

One Dependable selector switch, 6-pole 12-posi- 
tion, Sw.1; 


One Dependable filament switch, Sw.2; 
Six sockets, V1, V2, V3, V4, V5, V6; 
One insulated, double control-grid cap with lead, 


Eleven insulated tip-jacks, Red—P1, P2, P38, P4, 
P5, CP, Heater-Heater, Black—K1, K2, K3; 

Ten metal shell tip-jacks, N1, N2, N38, N4, N5, 
N6, N7, N8, N9, N10; 

Ten flexible lead connectors with insulation ; 

One line-cord and plug; 

One Westinghouse neon lamp, 4-W., NL; 

One socket for neon lamp; 

Three Dependable indicating knobs with insulated 
tips, H1, A, B, C, D, E, F, G, Spare H2; 

One Dependable round knob; 

One fuse holder and fuse; 

One insulated carbon resistor, 4-W., 1 meg., R1; 

One molded wire-wound resistor, 1 W., 148 ohms, 
R2; 

One molded wire-wound resistor, 1 W., 240 ohms, 
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One molded wire-wound resistor, 1 W., 2 ohms, 
R4; 

One molded wire-wound resistor, 1 W., 1,000 
ohms, R10; 

One molded wire-wound resistor, 1 W., 200 ohms, 
Rll; 

One molded wire-wound resistor, 1 W., 2,400 
ohms, R12; 

One molded wire-wound resistor, 1 W., 5,000 
ohms, R13; 

One Dependable wire-wound rheostat, 200 ohms, 
VRI1; 

Two molded carbon resistors, 4-W., 25,000 ohms, 
R5, R6; 

One molded carbon resistor, 44-W., 18,500 ohms, 
R8; 

On wire-wound resistor, 1 W., 20 ohms, R7; 

One insulated carbon resistor, 1 W., 8,400 ohms, 
R9; 

One flashlight monocell, 144 V., B1. 
This article has been prepared from date sup- 

plied by courtesy of Radio City Products Co., Inc. 





WHAT SIZE OSCILLOSCOPE? 


(Continued from page 205) 


as compared to the total value and cost 
of the finished instrument. The same comment 
in general might be applied to a comparison 
between the 2-in. screen size and the 3-in. screen 
size. 


OTHER DIFFERENCES 

Although we have shown by the foregoing that 
the oscilloscope instrument proper (less tubes) 
costs nearly the same regardless of tube size, 
the performance of the several sizes may differ 
considerably. 

Visibility Factor. The Visibility Factor may be 
defined as “the ratio of the smallest-size image 
useful for practical examination to the largest- 
size pattern which the area of the screen will 
permit.” A pattern 14-in. wide by 14-in. high is 
considered the smallest useful for examination, 
while the largest pattern is governed solely by 
the size of the cathode ray tube screen. 

It can be compared to band-spread on a radio 
receiver which permits micrometer adjustment 
of frequency for fine tuning. Likewise, the 
visibility factor determines the extent to which 
an oscilloscope pattern can be enlarged to allow 
precise examination of its waveform. 

Figures A, B and C (on page 205) give com- 
parative visibility factors for the several tube 
sizes. It is worthy of note that a “visibility 
factor” of 75 is obtained with the 3-in. tube, 
whereas a factor of only about 8 and 23, re- 
spectively, are obtainable from the 1- and 2-in. 
tubes. From an examination of these figures 
it can be seen that the 3-in. tube benefits greatly 
by comparison with the smaller sizes. 

Effective Area. Figure 1 compares the area of 
the 3 tube sizes. The actual figures of effective 
area are given, at A, B, and C, page 205. It is 
well to consider a cathode ray tube screen from 
the angle of effective usable area, because in 
this way the true proportions of the image can 
be anticipated. 


SUMMARY 
It is entirely possible that servicing work in 
the near future will require more extensive use 


of full-size oscilloscope equipment. Ultra- 
modern receivers and the possibility of servicing 
work to be done on television equipment make 
it necessary for the wide-awake Service Man to 
carefully consider the type of cathode ray equip- 
ment to be purchased. Using the method outlined 
in this article to judge tube screen sizes will 
assist in making this decision. 

This article has been prepared from data sup- 
plied by courtesy of The Jackson Electrical Jn- 
strument Co. 
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COMPARATIVE CHART SHOWING 

THE RELATIVE SCREEN AREA. 

OF SEVERAL CATHODE- RAY 
TUBE SIZES. 


Fig. 1. Comparative C.-R. tube screen areas. 
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Enclosed find {0c in coin or stamps 
Pocket Data on Radio Interference Elimination. 
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Quiet Your Razor 
to Quiet Your Radio! 


Filternoys Suppressor FO1DH is an 
approved plug-in device to be at- 
tached to any electric razor and 
plugged into the electric fixture. It 
takes the noise of an electric 
razor’s motor out of your radio 
programs. 

CONTINENTAL Filternoys 
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radio servicemen a handy profit- 
able item to sell on many service 
calls. Carry a few in your kit. Any 
CONTINENTAL CARBON  dis- 
tributor can supply you. 


CONTINENTAL CARBON Inc. 





13914 LORAIN AVE., Cleveland, Ohio 
Also, Toronto, Canada 
Makers of Carbon Resistors, Paper Condensers, and 
Noise Suppression Filters 
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NEW SET TESTER 
FEATURES LOW-OHM SCALE 


(Continued from page 205) 


2,000-ohm scale, again to take advantage of the 
very open scale distribution from zero to center 
scale, with each division representing 1.0 ohm. 

These low-resistance readings give very 
accurate checks of the resistance of transformer 
resin joints, etc.; shorted 
turns in speaker voice coils; contact resistance 
on variable-condenser shafts; shorts and grounds 
in 6-V. genemotor (motor-generator) armatures 
used on mobile P.A. systems, also armatures of 
rotary converters, etc.; and many other places 
in electrical and radio circuits. 

It is also interesting to know that the current 
drain from the battery on the 200-ohm range is 
very low, in the order of 60 to 70 ma., instead 
of several hundred milliamperes in the usual 
circuit. This low current drain is accomplished 
by a special combination shunt-series circuit of 
high accuracy, as shown in the schematic dia- 
gram of Fig. 1. It requires only a single 1.5-V. 
battery for operation. 

The high-resistance range of this instrument 
provides for every ordinary contingency; the 
scales are: 0/2/20 megs. Requisite high voltages 
are obtained from an internal power pack. The 
D.C. scales are: 0/1/7/35/140 ma. 


(For those technicians who require dimen- 
sions, etc., in order to determine whether the 
equipment will properly match existing apparatus, 
and so-on, we add the following data: 

(The bronze panel assembly is mounted in a 
quartered oak carrying case with a slip-hinge 


cover, ample tool compartment and leather 
handle. Size 74 x 10% x 4% ins. deep. Weight, 
only 9 lIbs., complete.) 

For the Service Men who require a high- 


sensitivity instrument (for laboratory work, etc.) 
there is available the type 542 set tester. This 
unit is similar in all respects to the model 541, 
except that it employs a forged, cobalt-steel 
magnet, and a dead-beat, microammeter with a 
sensitivity of 40 microamperes at 25,000 ohms/ 
volt; and will measure current values as low as 
40 microamperes. 


This article has been prepared from data sup- 
plied by courtesy of Supreme Instruments Corp. 





CORRECT PLAYBACK 
OF SPOT RECORDINGS 


(Continued from page 226) 


The record’s acetate coating is a tough, 
but only a semi-hard substance, while the press- 
ing is what might safely be said to be flint-hard. 
The latter is formulated in a press under several 
tons pressure and is cured by the application of 
heat, thus producing a very hard, firm, inflexible 
disc with a highly glossy surface. 


With the advent and use of a greater number 
of instantaneous records, it is essential that the 
user acquaint himself with, and fully recognize 
not only the advantages but as well, the special 
and very necessary requirements for proper 
playback. We will discuss these in the order of 
importance, giving in each instance, reasons for 
construction in the pickup to bring about maxi- 
mum results both in the matter of quality of 
reproduction and in the life of the instantaneous 
record itself. 


(1) Freedom of Armature Movement, Of first 
importance is the freedom of movement of 
armature of the pickup. Aside from the fact 
that it should be as small as it is possible to 
construct and likewise as light in weight, it 
also must be damped in the very lightest manner. 
The damping adjustment (point C in Fig. 1A) 
therefore should permit free sideward move- 
ment of the armature and should require only 
the very slightest pressure on the needle. 


As a test, when the finger is applied to the 
pickup needle, D, the physical movement of the 
armature should be very easily and readily seen 
with the naked eye. The armature should be 
short (as stated above) and under no instances 
should it exceed in length that of the pickup 
needle itself. In other words, the damping, using 
the pivot of the armature as the center of a 
lever, would resist the side effort in the groove 
to move the armature between the pole pieces. 
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If the needle were short and the armature long, 
the damping would have to be lighter and far 
more delicate than is possible to obtain in a 
practical assembly, therefore the armature is 
made shorter from the damper to the pivot than 
it is from the pivot to the end of the needle. 
Any pickup with a stiff or over-damped armature 
will destroy frequencies (on a record) directly 
in ratio to the excess of damping used. 

(2) Needle Pressure on Disc. The next point of 
importance is the matter of weight on the needle 
which should be in all cases as light as possible 
—never over 8 ozs., and preferably less. A pickup 
having a heavily-damped armature of course will 
require more weight on the needle to make 
that the lateral movement in the groove 
actuate the armature before the 
to jump out of the groove. 

(3) Needle Angularity. The third point that 
must be followed for maximum reproduction and 
life of acetate discs is needle angularity, Ex- 
haustive experiments have proven that 30 
brings about longer life without affecting re- 
production (point E in Fig. 1B). 

In the case of certain pickups mounted at 
an angle of less than 30° to the vertical, a bent 
needle such as is shown at point G in Fig. 1C is 
resorted-to in order to correct the angle of the 
needle at its point of contact with the record. 

(4) Length of Pickup Arm. The next point of 
importance is the arm length which should be 
maximum at all times. Longer arms create less 
side pressure on the groove, eliminating distor- 
tion in the pickup; and, in describing the arc 
over the record being played, are less liable to 
side-wall wear because the needle has greater 
leverage (due to the longer arm) against any 
friction in the pivot. 

Part II will discuss many problems in selecting 
the correct needle for playback of spot recordings. 

This article has been prepared from data sup- 
plied by courtesy of Universal Microphone Com- 
pany. 
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THE “RESONOSCOPE" 
NEW ELECTRONIC DEVICE 
DETECTS "OFF-KEY" NOTES 


(Continued from page 200) 
chromatic 


scale are calculated for a true tem- 

pered scale, which has the most practical use 
for all types of tuning. The pitch of the scale 
is 440 cycles-per-second for A, this being the 
“International pitch”—musical reference point- 
for tuning. (This standard of pitch is the one 
used in the present models of the resonoscope, 
but any other pitch can be had by substituting 
a new set of tuning forks.) 
UTILITY 

The resonoscope seems definitely destined to 
become an indispensable aid to every branch 
of the musical art, especially so when it is noted 
that skilled musical instrument tuners will be 
off at least by 1/3-cycle on their fundamental 


notes, and more on the higher and lower octaves, 


in usual ear tuning! While such discrepancies 
may not be noticed in the individual notes, they 
produce a general discordant effect which is 


displeasing to critical musical ears. 

The new “electronic robot’, on the other hand, 
permits tuning to within a very minute part of 
a cycle. Its tuning forks are tuned to an accuracy 
of 0.002-per cent! 

It facilitates the tuning of such musical in- 
struments as pianos, accordion reeds, harmonic 
reeds, Organs, and so-on, not only for funda- 
mental notes but for all octaves. Each instru- 
ment of an orchestra or band may be so 
curately tuned that an entirely new ensemble 
effect is obtained. Likewise a singer can de 
termine precise pitch and adjust his or her 
voice accordingly. In busy broadcasting stations 
where musicians and artists hurriedly form 
various groups in various studios, the device is 
already being used to obtain correct pitch for 


ac- 


individual instruments and vocalists, so that no 
time may be lost. 

Because the resonoscope permits the vocalist 
to actually see just how his or her voice sounds, 
and to analyze its pitch and quality in the most 
critical manner, this instrument is being hailed 
as a great aid in voice culture. The singer can 
adjust his or her voice, while watching th« 


screen pattern, until it matches that of 
singer who is to be emulated. 


a great 
Because the instru- 





ment indicates pitch, character of note and 
volume, in a visual manner, it becomes the 
first electronic music master for music lover 


everywhere. 
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TUNING ASSEMBLY 


The Meissner All-Wave Tuning Assembly is the entire 
“front end” of the radio receiver. Each unit is completely 
wired and accurately balanced and aligned. READY FOR 
USE. Only six wires to be connected to any 456 ke. LF. 
channel. 


FEATURES 


1. Meissner Multi-Wave 5-Band Coil assembly; individual coils for each Li t 
band; Meissner Align-Aire trimmers thru out, six-gang shorting switch; ts 
fully shielded. . 

2. Meissner three-gang tuning condenser; low minimum capacity. Price 
3. Modern 8-in. oval dial; two-speed control; calibrated 5-Band scale; scale 

for Band Spread. 


4. Compactly mounted on rigid cadmium-plated steel chassis. S 50 
5. All components including all resistors, by-pass condensers, coupling con- pnt 


densers and AVC network. 

6. Every unit laboratory tested and completely aligned and padded. 

7. Available in two ranges. Model 7512—5 to 555 meters (540 kc.-60 mc.). 
Model 7511—7.5 to 2140 meters (140 kc.-40 mce.). 


NOTE: See your dealer or write direct to Dept I for our New 32-page descriptive catalog 












MEISSNER MEG. CO. 


Mt.Carmel Illinois 
FREE!! New 1938 Radio Catalog 


Servicemen—Radio Salesmen and Agents—be- 
come a MODELL representative in your community without any investment. 
Earn up to $100 a week in commissions selling Nationally Known Radios. 
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to earn extra money in their spare time. address nearest you. 
Write for this big cata- soti's AGO, ILL. ATLANTA, GA. |New YORK, 
log today. 6 W. Washington St.| S57 Forsyth St. 58 ee ‘sc 
































accessories, tubes and whatever else could be sold 
is limited to those who would actually come down 
to the service department. 

The next point to be covered is, how much 
is the space worth? If offered the equivalent 
in cash, would they service the store refrigerator 
for this amount? The answer was decidedly— 
NO! The rent was not worth over $40 a month 
and upon examination it was determined that 
they could not afford to tie up one man for 
that amount 





HAMMARLUND 
25th YEAR 
RADIO CATALOG 


The most complete catalog ever pub- 
lished with special illustrations, 
drawings, curves and a complete 
description of the famous 16 tube 
“Super-Pro.” Write Dept. RC-10-37. 


HAMMARLUND MFG. co., INC. It readily becomes apparent that “something 
424-438 West 33rd Street, New York for nothing is no bargain.” Free rent in this 
. etneneees — —— : case was of no advantage, in fact it becomes a 
great disadvantage. 

The store, of necessity, must be non-competi- 


QUALITY recommends | tive, therefore, it does not attract the type of 








LATEST IN TEST APPARATUS 
FOR THE SERVICE MAN 


(Continued from page 217) 


brated, direct-reading decibel scale is also in- 
corporated on the scale plate enabling db. read- 
ings from -10 to +68 db. in 5 ranges. 

The instrument incorporated in this unit has 
a base sensitivity of 400 microamperes at 100 
millivolts and is of the modern, wide-open square 
type, size 4 x 4% ins., allowing all scales to 
be easily read. The A.C. correction scale is 
printed in red to readily differentiate between 
A.C. and D.C. voltage readings. 

RANGES: A.C. voltage (at 1,000 ohms/volt), 
0/10/50/250/1,000/2,500; V. D.C. voltage (at 
1,000 ohms/volt). 0/10/50/250/1,000/2,500. V 
D.C., 0/10/50/250/1,000 ma. Resistance, 0/400 
ohms/1/10 megs. Decibel meter -10 to +63 in 5 
ranges of 0/+14/+28/+40/+48 db. Output 
meter indications. 

As noted in Fig. F and circuit diagram, Fig. 
2, all A.C. and D.C. voltages (except 2,500 V.), 
D.C. and resistance measurements are available 
at only one set of polarized tip-jacks through 
the use of the master range selector. This rotary 
range selector permits speedy range change 
without the necessity of removing and re-insert- 
ing test leads. 

The Low-Ohms circuit makes use of the 
Shunt Method (back-up scale) for low-resistance 
measurements. Referring to the circuit diagram, 
Fig. 2, it will be noted that when the range 
selector is rotated to the low-ohms position, a 
shunt is placed across the meter posts, and at 
the same time a section of the current-limiting 
resistor is shorted out, enabling full-scale ad- 
justment to be made through the use of the 
Adjust Ohms control. The combined resistance 
value of meter and shunt is exactly 20 ohms. 
The current drain of the low-ohms circuit is 
approximately 5 ma. It therefore can readily be 
seen that any low value of resistance placed 
across the test tip-jacks of the multimeter, will 
cause the current flowing through the meter to 
drop accordingly. An individually-calibrated and 
direct-reading low-ohms scale is incorporated on 
the meter scale plate for this low-ohms range. 
Resistance values as low as %4-ohm can readily 
be measured. The 20-ohms indication is located 
at the center of this scale. 

(Precision Apparatus Corp.) 
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BUSINESS PROBLEMS OF THE 
SERVICE MAN 


(Continued from page 223) 


customer desired by Mr. Jerod and Mr. Holtz. 


A SOLUTION 

The better afrangement for Mr. Jerod and 
Mr. Holtz in the event that they insist on the 
North-West location, is to obtain the best store 
available for around $50 a month. This amount 
usually is sufficient in smaller towns for a 
reasonably good location. Then, use about $750 
of their capital for modest store fixtures and 
for putting in a reasonable stock of tubes, small 
radio sets, replacement parts, electrical appli- 
ances, etc. The balance of their reserve is to 
be used as a surplus fund for emergencies. If 
the friends and acquaintances of Mr. Holtz come 
through as expected their chances of success 
are indeed promising. 





checker, (3) volt-milliameter, and (4) signal 
ry generator. The tools shown are mounted to 
P — hinged doors opening to a cabinet about 4 ins. 
ad ~ = deep and 18 ins. high, which forms the back of 
WET . .. DEY OL AR the bench. This cabinet is used to hold condensers, 
witen| _ i resistors, spools of wire, screws, nuts, bolts, 
> Please Write for Details washers, etc. The top of the bench is set off with 
an aerial made up of about 30 ft. of wire mounted 
S1O) 7:9: 0 ROME OLO) °4 2 a ee on two stand-off insulators. To this aerial is 
ot vite clipped the antenna leads of the sets being 

tested or repaired. 
The machine to the right of the bench is a 
small air compressor and tank which is used 









RADIO ENGINEERING 


RCA Institutes offer an intensive course of high) : ‘ . 
standard embracing all phases of Radio. Practi | to blow out the dirt from condenser plates, 


cal training with modern equipment at New speakers and the house sets. (There are other 





York and Chicago schools. Also specialized) pieces of equipment, not shown, such as bench 
courses and Home Study Courses under ‘‘No 


obligation” plan. Catalog Dept. RT-37. | drill, lathe, emery wheels and portable drills.) 
RCA INSTITUTES, Inc. Directly under the antenna is the rack for 
A Radio Corporation of America Service | spare tubes used for testing. The center of the 
75 Varick St., New York 1154 Merchandise Mart, Chicago! back of the bench is built up from the Confidence 
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SERVICE BENCH OF SUCCESSFUL SERVICE MAN 


(Continued from page 223) 


tube, vibrator and condenser checker. Under this 
is a panel composed of jacks, which are con- 
nected to all instruments, and these, with the 
use of short wires and plugs as jumpers, will 
make most any test necessary. 

The 2 meters to the left of the center are in 
the 6 V. D.C. circuit, one a voltmeter, the other 
an ammeter, showing current consumed by a 
given set while being tested. The meters to the 
right are first an A.C.-D.C. meter and second, an 
ohmmeter. Beneath these meters are 6 small 
lamps which are pilot lights, one of which lights 
with any equipment being used. 

This prevents the soldering iron or tube 
checker from being left turned on when not in 
use. Also to the left-center is a neon lamp which 
can be plugged in any circuit for continuity or 
short tests. The two lower openings contain 
slides on which are mounted punches and 
chisels and socket wrenches of all sizes. 
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, THE RADIO MONTH 
(Continued from page 199) SLASH COSTS 
n- 
d- month, and heard in part over long distances, 
had much to do with the confusion attending the 
as search for the lost Amelia Earhart, and caused 
00 reports to be sent in by listeners on short waves EARN MORE 
re that they had heard signals of distress from the 
to missing flyers. It is difficult to imagine any 
is precaution which could guard against such a SAVE TIME 
en misunderstanding, unless such _ interpretative 
programs are to be delayed until the excitement 
), of the search has died down. 
at See your parts distributor or write 
- ANNING S. PRALL, us about the new C-B free instruc- 
. on ¢ se. 
5 HEAD OF F.C.C., DEAD tion course 
= HAIRMAN Anning S. Prall of the Federal DEMAND CLO 
Communications Commission died at his sum- oa 3 LE UALITY 
s- mer home, Boothbay Harbor, Maine, last month, 
) 
le at the age of 66 years. In memorium, practically 
“~ every radio broadcast station in the United States 
<" and its territories, at the suggestion of the 
y National Association of Broadcasters observed a T k 
. l-minute quiet period, on noon, Monday, July 26. 400 
a Mr. Prall was appointed a member of the , 
Radio Commission in 1934 by President Roosevelt. Inside 
he . ool 
After the Radio Commission was merged with 
oe the Federal Communications Commission, Mr. Then 
> Prall was made Chairman of the Radio Division 
ge of the Commission ° 
a Decide 
at 
iz 
d- x 
1e i. M — 
> Model 110 Signal Generator odel 120 Super Analyzer 
s. 
is Finest engineering—Best materials— Sensitivity; 20,000 Ohms per Volt. 
ve Fault free. For IF and RF align- Makes all voltage, current and resistance 
~ ment. Also 400 cycle audio amplifier measurements for analyzing receivers, am- 
- test. Model 110 843.50 plifiers, etc. Model 120 843.50 
d $5.00 down, 10 months to pay. $5.00 down, 10 months to pay. 
a 
n 
. Send for Catalog or see your parts dealer 
ly A vN 
fefeltiel:Ms-tavieimsnereme 2909 W. 19th St. Chicago, Ill. 
, (Continued from page 220) 
PURPOSE OF THE BUFFER CONDENSERS tha* rarely, if ever, do the power transformers 
( © trouble 
Not shown in the drawings, but an important 
part of the vibrator function, are the 2 small somes 
buffer condensers which are either incorporated LOW - VOLTAGES 
as a part of the vibrator or incorporated in the If the “B’’-battery v« tage are low, the bat- 
power pack of the complete unit. tery voltage must be checked, as well as the re 
d These condensers form a very useful service ‘stance of all leads from the battery to thé 
° in limiting and suppressing the are across the ae hich 
° acts > he making d breaking of the eck for high-resistance shorts in the rectifier 
‘ L contacts due to the making an 4 g : . : a 
t ANNING S. PRALL current on the primary side. These condensers circuit. Check the rectifier tube and buffer cor 
; are placed in the secondary instead of the pri- a for worth, and for troubles which caus« 
siventt since : ug » enitace ; .» low voltage in the usual home-radio : The v 
mary circuit since although the voltage must be gx 1 ’ radio set 
t THE LATEST very much higher, the capacity can be very a tor should then be checked in a vibrator 
much lower as their action is reflected in the ‘mecser 
P } RADIO EQUIPMENT primary circuit. 
; | (Continued from page 239) The capacity of this condenser whether sneor- HASH 
e has added to his new line of condensers a series —— as an integral part of a na seme nol Hash is a problem of circuit desicn. shield 
, of 21 replacement units. Capacities range from in the power pack proper, should never be —both magnetic and electrostat roper radi 


changed as the entire vibrator has been designed 
for this particular capacity. 
In the preliminary check of the vibrator and 


frequency filtering, proper ground, mechani 
arrangement of the receiver, and the 

ness of the receiver. Engineers have taken care 
the power pack, much guess work can be elim- of tho hash problem in the design of the r 
inated by knowing the circuit and understanding oeivers and if hash i present it should be 1 


HOW DEPENDABLE ARE a few of the troubles, such as the following, 6 its source. Do not attempt to elin inate } ; 


which can occur to vibrators and their power as 
y 


; | YOUR METER READINGS? pack. by ““doetoring”” the vibrator. In 
‘ 


4-mf. to 65 mf. Representative styles are shown 
in the illustration on page 239. 








+ 


(Continued from page 237) eliminator 


NO "B" VOLTAGE 


— & 


Figure 2, on pg. 213, includes illustrations, of 





1 { important elements in meter construction, which Shorted filter systems, shorted buffer conden- INTERMITTENT OPERATION 
, i the Service Man may be interested to note, as, sers, grounded filter systems, shorted trans- Intermittent operatior n be « d by def 
2 to a limited extent, they are self-explanatory. formers, shorted wiring or shorted rectifier tub« tive vibrators due to st ng contacts, 
> However, the detailed analysis of these elements may cause no “B” voltage. Also, no battery connections in the power | and other 
n (Figs. H to O, inclusive) constitutes important, voltage may be delivered to the vibrator, which ton the ame as in a conventional A. 
I basic knowledge which every technician should can be caused by a blown fuse, a burned-out ceiver. Eliminate these | hecking th 
" possess. This information, and considerably more, switch, a broken “A” lead or any one of the tor in a vibrator 
will appear in Part II of this useful article. numerous other suggestions which will come to 
. 40 mind. OTHER VIBRATOR TROUBLES 
‘ Read Part II of this article; it will discuss After the cause for the absence of “B”’’ voltage ida " 
. Inherent Meter Accuracy (or inaccuracy). has been discovered, correct same and proceed Vibrators wi a . 
> : The author of this vital article is also author to test the vibrator in a good vibrator tester, a: caused by the vibrator souching ow , 
. | of “Radio Physics Course,” “Modern Radio Serv- a shorted filter system and other shorts, such the housing, the rages pager sali Sega I 
i icing,” and “Radio Field Service Data”—all of as buffer condensers, rectifier tube, transformer PT‘ which vibrate with the operation of the 
them valuable contributiong to the field of litera- secondaries, etc., can damage the vibrator by vibrator. 
ture for the practicing radio Service Man. overloading the contacts. It might be stated here (Continued on page 255) 
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Triumph 1", 2", and 3" 
OSCILLOGRAPH 
WOBBULATORS 


Buy your oscillograph and wobbula- 
tor together! Only with this com- 
bination can you accomplish true 
visual alignment of r-f, i-f, afc, and 
ave circuits. Model 77, 1” Oscillo- 
graph Wobb. $49.95. Model 77, 2” 
Oscillograph Wobb. $59.95. Model 
180-800, 3” Oscillograph Wobbula- 
tor with built-in signal generator 


$100.00. 














TRIUMPH MFG. CO. 


4021 W. Lake St. 
Please send Triumph catalogs 


Chicago, Ill. 


DO 3.6080¢ccc0npnoin pO 
CN tus +s ebb etnnd on eetaeadus Peers 
aaa - a " 











Model TBU 
Size—6\¥%”" diameter, 3” high 


Lasting Wear, Perfect Operation, 
Attractive Appearance 


The most complete, best-looking Talk-Bak* 
Unit manufactured. A steel cabinet with a 
taupe suede finish so soft as to protect the 
finest furniture. 


1700 


New Technical and 


F R E Sales Pamphlet 


gives complete information regarding all 
known inter-communication systems. Method 
of connecting different Talk-Bak* Units and 
full detail information on what they will ac- 
complish. Write for it and be sure to include 
your distributor’s name. 

Wright-DeCoster Distributors are always 
anxious to cooperate. 


WRIGHT-DECOSTER, Inc. 


2251 University Ave., St. Paul, Minnesota 
Export Dept.—M. Simons & Son Co., New York. 
Cable Address: ‘‘Simontrice.”’ 

Canadian Representatives: 


. F. Kelly Co., Bay St., Toronto, Ontario 
Taylor & Pearson, Ltd., Edmonton, Alberta 


Wm 


* Copyrighted 
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"AIR-TRACK" SYSTEM OF BLIND LANDING 


(Continued from page 202) 


Six important improvements have been incor- 
porated in the Air-Track. Foremost among these 
are the facts that (1) the equipment has been so 
simplified and the desigp made so compact, that 
it is portable, making it possible to lead a pilot 
in to a safe landing from either end of any run- 
way on the field; (2) the radio signals, at first 
liable to deviation and instability, have been 
made reliable, and a monitoring system installed 
which indicates to the operator whether accurate 
signals are being broadcast; (3) both the 
localizer and the glide path are quickly adjust- 
able and, (4) the equipment required in the plane 
has been made lighter and more efficient. 

The principles embodied in this system were 
originally worked out by an Aeronautics Re- 
search Division established by the Department of 
Commerce at the Bureau of Standards. A num: 
ber of the radio scientists who developed the 
system at the Bureau have been at work in a 
laboratory at College Park Airport near Wash- 
ington developing the system from its early 
experimental stages to the point where it is 
now practical for air transport. Three years of 
such development and improvement work have 
resulted in hundreds of successful landings 
“under the hood” and landings in fog conditions 
which interrupted scheduled fiying. 

Three experimental installations of this curved 
beam type of landing system have been tested by 
Department of Commerce pilots, airline pilots 
and others. These are at College Park, Newark 
airport, and the municipal airport at Oakland, 
California. In all, upwards of 1,000 safe instru- 
ment landings have been made on these installa- 
tions. 


ELEMENTS OF THE AIR-TRACK SYSTEM 


Briefly, the Air-Track system consists of 
two radio beams: (1) a runway localizer which 
lies down the center of. the runway to be used, 
and (2) a curved glide path which leads the 
plane down a sloping “track” to a gentle landing 
on the runway. A single “cross-pointer” instru- 
ment (2 D.C. meter movements, one operating 
horizontally and the other vertically, mounted 
in one case) on the panel (see Fig. A) indicates 
the plane’s position, the vertical needle pointing 
to the right or left if the plane veers from the 
center of the runway localizer, and the horizontal 
needle rising or falling if the plane gets above 
or below the proper glide path. 

At a distance of 10 or 15 miles from the 
airport (see Fig. B), the pilot picks up the 
runway localizer signal through his regular com- 
munications receiver, over which he still re- 
ceives voice communication, perhaps from the 
operator in the airport control tower. Lining 
up his flight along this localizer, which can be 
made as wide or as narrow as comfortable flying 
dictates, he approaches the curved beam down 
which he will glide to the runway. (The re- 
ceiver for this glide path is adjusted to the best 
“gliding angle’ of that type of plane.) 

Having reached this point, the pilot flies his 
plane so that the 2 needles cross at right-angles, 
and this indicates that he is approaching over 
the exact center of the runway and coming down 
at the proper, safe gliding angle. 

At the edge of the field a marker beacon gives 
him a signal in his earphones which tells him 
he is crossing the edge of the field. At this time 
he is approximately 20 to 30 feet above the run- 


way, and the balance of the landing consists 
merely of leveling off and letting the plane 
settle. 


Hundreds of times, planes with landing speeds 
as high as 75 miles an hour have been brought 
down to a spot on the field a few yards square! 
James L. Kinney, Department of Commerce 
pilot, as far back as 1933, took off from Wash- 
ington under the hood (that is, he could not see 
outside the plane, had only his instruments to 
guide him, and hence was flying “blind”), flew 
by instrument to Newark airport, and landed by 
instrument on the experimental installation of 
this system, on a day when scheduled air trans- 


port planes were grounded by impossible flying 
weather. 

Transmitting equipment is housed in an or- 
dinary automobile trailer which is quickly 
movable to concrete platforms at either end of 
any runway, where the wheels fit into slots to 
insure proper location of the apparatus. The 
transmitters are plugged in to a power outlet 


and the control tower attendant throws a switch 
which puts them into operation. 


USEFULNESS OF "AIR-TRACK" 
AT CROWDED AIRPORTS 


Usefulness of the apparatus for control of 
traffic at crowded airports has been stressed by 
pilots who have flown the system. Airline officials 
have pointed out that if all landings of air trans- 
port planes were made on this system, even 
in fine weather, a pilot would never make an 
unusual landing, no matter what the weather 
might be. 

Despite the thoughtful and serious work of 
airline operations managers and traffic managers 
in “staggering” schedules to avoid simultaneous 
arrival of several airliners at one airport at the 
same time, the airports at large municipalities 
are already dangerously crowded at certain times 
At one airport today, there are 18 transport 
planes arriving within the space of an hour. 
Increasing patronage will only aggravate this 
problem, and bad weather complicates it to the 
point of deadly hazard. 

It is as if the engineers of a large number of 
trains were instructed to choose their own track 
and bring their trains in to a huge station with 
only the admonition to “‘be careful and not run 
into other trains.” The airline pilot has two-way 
voice communication with the airport control 
tower, and receives all the information available, 
but he does not have a definite “track” or path 
to follow which will keep him clear of other 
approaching aircraft. 

A correct blind landing system may have a 
number of duplicate “‘tracks”’, properly identified, 
just as are the tracks in a railroad yard, and 
the approaching pilot’s orders will indicate the 
track he is to use. Eventually, these engineers 
believe, the “switches” may be set for the ap- 
proaching pilot, and his plane may be taken 
over by radio when he is distant from the field, 
and brought in mechanically to a full instrument 
landing. This dream is not very nebulous, even 
today. 


COMPARISON OF VARIOUS BLIND- 
LANDING SYSTEMS 


There are no “preceding types” of larding 
systems prior to the Air-Track. It is based 
definitely upon the original experiments at the 


Bureau of Standards, which began in 1927 and 
1928. An Aeronautical Development Section of 
the Department of Commerce, Aeronautics 


Branch, conducted those experiments, and car- 
ried them up through various stages of develop- 
ment to the demonstrations held at Newark in 
1933. 

As for other landing systems (Most of these 
systems have been described in past issues of 
Radio-Craft.—Editor), this is the story. In 1931 
or 1932, visitors from Germany were shown the 
3ureau’s developments and after their return to 
Germany the Lorenz system appeared. This is a 
refinement and development of one of the phases 
of the Pureau development. 

At Newark, the Bureau installation was fixed 
in position, giving indication in only one direc- 
tion. The Lorenz system today is also fixed in 
one position. If it is desired to give landing 
guidance on more than one runway, or in more 
than one direction, the installation must be 
duplicated. This means that under certain con- 
ditions, the pilot will be coming in to land over 
the antenna structure and transmitter houses. 
These form a positive obstacle, much disliked by 
pilots. There is also the consideration of the added 
expense necessary to duplicate these transmitters 
and antenna arrays and structures. 

The Lorenz system also uses a European type 
of indication, with a kicking needle indicating 
off-course position. This is strange to American 
pilot practice and preference, and it requires an 
appreciable time for interpretation. There is no 
time available for interpretation in the job of 
blind landing. 

The Lorenz system holds to the fundamental 
principles of the Bureau system, i.e. the “curved 
beam”, localizer and marker beacons. It gives 
the pilot an indication of his position throughout 
the approach and landing. However, it is not all 
contained on the airport, and it has not been 
developed as far as Air-Track. 

The success of the Bureau demonstrations at 
Newark prompted the duplication of the system 
at Oakland airport in California. Here, United 
Airlines, later joined by TWA and American Air- 
lines, and still later by Bendix, have continued 

(Continued on page 255) 
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GET THIS Mew BOOK—| NEW INSTRUMENT SPEEDS 
FREE-POINT TESTING the 


(Continued from page 225) ( 

means of determining circuit conditions accurately 

since no current is drawn from the circuit under 
of t | test. Current ranges on present-day testers have 
by been used rather infrequently because of the 
ials Every Radio Man Can Use time and trouble required in making a series iF A wha? T T E 
ns- ’ connection in the circuit. 
ven It to Advantage! | CO-ORDINATED 


THE “CURRENT MEASUREMENT” SYSTEM 


her OF TESTING 
— One of the most difficult parts of a radio set 1) SYSTEMS 
of —_— 9 37 to test and one that has become the bug-a-boo 



























































jers for Service Men is the A.V.C. and Q.A.V.C. 
the * 4 ADIO circuits. Most voltmeters placed across these cir- 
the E cuits, in order to make a voltage measurement, 
Lies 44-440 he draw current from them and more or less upset 
ort | RE hye the high-resistance networks present. The pur- 
ort \ pose of these circuits is to control the current 
ur. ‘,\ ANNU in the tubes to which they connect. A current 
his A\ a measurement is logical therefore, since it does 
the ) td not upset the A.V.C. and Q.A.V.C. networks 
t , whatsoever. | 
hen By (1) using an oscillator input at the 
ith 7 antenna posts of the receiver, (2) plugging 
un ao at this new instrument into the sockets of the | 
—_ tubes controlled by the A.V.C. and Q.A.V.C. | 
rol and (3) varying the signal strength put out | 
™ by the oscillator, the plate current variation | 
ath will give an absolute indication of the condi- | 
as . tion of the A.V.C. or Q.A.V.A. system. 
‘Ra ue te genie mg Bay: eopeees This method can be used for testing diode 2nd- | 
a RADIO REFERENCE ANNUAL—is not for sale, detector circuits no matter how complicated the | 
ed, but available only to subscribers, both new and | resistance networks connected to the diode may | 
ind old, with a Seven Months’ Subscription to | be. Fixed minimum bias, A.F.C. or any other 
the peep ay ty Pye of we — a similar circuit may be tested by this method of | 
is only One Dollar ($1.00)—and as an additiona current testing al Service M tho do yt 
ers . : r £ so, ervice en who do mn | 
ap- a hath > ay postpaid as well have an oscillator can make these tests by tuning 
cen Carefully outlined below is the contents of this | °" and off a powerful local station. In the audio 
ld, new book; it contains information which every | €nd of the set, grid bias may be checked very 
ent radio man needs. The book contains 64 pages, | accurately by taking plate current readings. An 
fen size 6 x 9, and is replete with illustrations. overloaded condition of the rectifier tube can 
Read these Interesting Chapter Headings of be > scp age ~ eB poo a — = . 
power pack circuit ne not be considered. As a : 
1937 RADIO REFERENCE ANNUAL an example, it is the usual thing to check The LAFAYETTE line, one of the oldest. 
Sincetees Gensiventiion rectifier overload conditions by voltmeter read- most complete lines in the industry, has 
Building a 12-tube All-Wave DX receiver—How to make | ings from chassis to rectifier filament or cathode always meant progress ... but never so 
ne pata, Lobe Car Rat a “oldng apy eyzrupe | but, this docs ‘not necersarily sive ‘a correct || much as in these NEW 1998 models. New 
sed various wece—Constructing & S-tube mide set fer | ‘@cation for it does not take into consideration colors... stream-lined designs ... lightweight, 
the Portable use—How to build a “‘talking” briefease—no | whether the negative lead from the power trans- sturdy, non-corrosive steel cabinets special 
nd aerial or ground needed. former goes directly to chassis or through a filter “ll Zz od I dial onc 
of Test Equip ment —Construction or resistor network before connecting to the |] uminated control dials .. . here are sales 
: How to make an ‘‘Electronic Eye’’ output meter—How to/ chassis. This especially applies in A.C.-D.C. sets. features that make for EASY SELLING. 
ics —— an ultra-compact iversal Volt-Ohm-Milliam- . 7 SPP ; 
ar- eter—How to make a Resistance: Capacity tester —How to A couple of examples where current readings | for a wider margin of profit 
»p- Bulla a Pocket Adapter for set testing—Building a | come in handy are first, where an audio bias 
in P ag Ree ye oy SM resistor has been so badly burned up that its Sywerd of satisfied users 
Analyzer. resistance value can no longer be read. A quick a ara a 
se Audio and P. A. Equipment estimate using Ohm’s Law will give the approxi- EASY TIME PAYMENT PLAN | 
of aay Te ne oe oe, oe bree Rog ge mate value but only by taking current readings of NOW ..LAFAYETTE’S Easy Payment Plan, } 
131 receiver—Constructing @ High-Fidelity Amplifier—Con- | the tube controlled by this bias resistor is it tailored to the needs of your business, will help } 
“reg struction of a 3-tube A.C.-operated Preamplifier—Funda- | possible to be sure that the resistor value is you finance the “tig ete. jobs. 
to mentals a i wee fete ain. correct. Another example is in replacing a | 
rticles for the Service Man : : ; DT 
a Servicing with the Oscilloscope—Servicing with a Single volume —— ” Rg ane set. By taking N eed Is! 
303 Meter—‘‘What’s Wrong With Your Radio” chart—Tapers | Current readings of the tube controlled it is 
of Volume Cgptrols, and use of various types—Ideas for possible to check very quickly whether or not 
- the Service Shop—Aligning All-Wave secstvers. the taper of the new control is correct. idea oi 
san catg ema and MoneySaving Kinks, | To sum up, by the use of the current method meats | [POD 
in i men. These kisks are really valuable “short-cut” which of making tests, analyses of radio receiver faults — Priz 009 /O7 
ne save mech time and. very often, money. They are “‘pet’’ | are very much simplified. By use of this instru- Catalog will OMtogy 70 he 
eas Dut inte practice. ment current readings can be taken simply and One ., ‘2 Do, 2° 
r . . - ‘ ever ied 180 es, © of 4 "do, “a; 
be Important Articles Which Have Appeared in without the cutting or unsoldering of wires. || with large iaeeete TA. Ai ‘his bi "Poo 
ons 7 RADIO-CRAFT (Incidentally, this device also may be used in section, 50,000 parts, 50 tht your ATA REE 
s eC . . ' — ¢ Ur 
ones Dectnialt Diltas Aatt taking the “usual” tests such as voltage and | LAFAYETTE Radio models, Vite, hare ie 
es. Design of Transformers for Class “AB” and “‘B’’ opera- resistance. ) ‘ ’ test equipment .. . and all at of 
by tion—A table of Inter-Electrode Capacities for 30 differ- Our Information Bureau will gladly supply | | lowest prices in ‘history. 
od ent tube types—How to make a Floating-Grid Relay— | manufacturers’ names and addresses of any items | 
c Construction of a modern Treasure Locator—How to get ti. d in RADIO-C » a | 
rs DX on your All-Wave Radio—Making a 5-meter Trans- | ™@"ttoned m kez )-CRAFT. Please enclose a | 
q ceiver for use in car or boat, stamped and self-addressed envelope. | 
New Tubes Developed in 1936 
-” Characteristics of the Newest Receiving Tubes of al NEW YORK,N.Y. CHICAGO, ILL. ATLANTA, GA. 
manufacturers, ving uses, aracteristics, present 100 StxT av on ee) eee ee ee 
an equivalents (if any) and all pertinent data. OPERATING NOTES | BOSTON, MASS NEWARK, 04. 3 
an | (Continued from page 227) | BRONX, N.Y JAMAICA, Lb. 
- | RAD I 0-CRAFT eral small holes are provided in the top of the | WHOLESALE RADIO SERVICE CO., INC. 8 
99 Hudson Street New York, N.Y.| container to act as safety valves, in case this if 100 Sixth Avenue New York, N. Y. 
al SES eee eee eee eee eeeeeeeeseeee action takes place. This small leakage does not a! i 
7 RADIO-CRAFT, 99 Hudson St., New York, N. Y. affect the efficiency or change the value of the | @ Rush FREE 1938 catalog No. 69-3KA | 
ed Gentlemen: Enclosed you will find my remittance of One | condenser in any way. is g i 
es \ Dollar ($1.00) for which enter my _ subscription to Sracun Cc om Nu 
ut RADIO-CRAFT Magazine for Seven Months. Send me MBERG-CARLSON SOLDER NUGGETS ® P| 
all 1937 RADIO™ REFERENCE ANNUAL ™ ° ™ RR a ee aan —— z 3 
a ° Fada KA and U. S. Radio Model 10. Gassy 27s |§ ' 
DD Aa dndicécces sboctnes cctncetss deckssencvendecsasees cause trouble in different sets in different ways. | §j 
at In a Fada KA, 2 of these tubes in the A.F. | § appress i 
m / pS OTPPOR CT CIT UP Terre stage caused very poor quality of reproduction. 1‘ é 
- In a U. S. Radio model 10, a gassy 27 in the i 4 
Tr. OP ein ncsscuss seeaeiadesteseees Beate. a2 cvccses lst audio stage may cause a “jumpy” volume t i 
ed (Send remittance by x or meee a + a we control. CITY STATE 
Saas ag ee ae Ro-1037 PAUL WELAND leases eee seeece ase eaowl 
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=... OF VOLUME 7 


TO THE OFFICIAL RADIO SERVICE MANUAL 
ARE MAILED TO SUBSCRIBERS EACH MONTH 


Compare other service manuals with the new GERNSBACK OFFICIAL 
RADIO SERVICE MANUAL (Volume 7) as it is published today. You'll 
find the GERNSBACK MANUAL, by far more complete in service infor- 
mation—more up-to-the-minute with present-day receiver diagrams—and 
published entirely differently than in previous years. 

Most important of many innovations are the month-to-month installment 
method of publishing Volume 7—and the deferred payment plan which 
makes it convenient for every Service Man to own radio’s greatest of 
service manuals. 

Write today for descriptive literature which gives complete information 
about Volume 7 of the OFFICIAL RADIO SERVICE MANUAL—and 
the plan which tells how to pay-as-you-compile your Manual, Mail the 
coupon below—TODAY! 


RADCRAFT PUBLICATIONS, Inc., 99 Hudson Street, NEW YORK, N. Y. 









RADCRAFT PUBLICATIONS, Inc. RC-1037 ; 

THIS MANUAL 99 Hudson Street, New York, N. Y. : 
WILL CONTAIN Gentlemen: Please send me descriptive literature on Volume 7 of the : 
GERNSBACK OFFICIAL RADIO SERVICE MANUAL—and details for m 

buying this edition on the deferred payment plan. ; 

OVER ; 
7 io 

Name ..... SA eae EG s 660 6068 884600 4:9 600.059.0494 40.6.009 000 64-40 O20 eee ‘ 

' 

' 

Address ...... be duwen ' 

' 

7 : 

A SE 2 cevscndcedaececesambawate' > eb Bereds cobs owten eats - 

=) 
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HOW TO MAKE A CLASS A! PUSH-PULL 
NEGATIVE-FEEDBACK 60-W. AMPLIFIER 


(Continued from page 215) 


stages, more adequate filtering is therefore 
necessary in the filter network of this trans- 
former. The output of the 5Z3 employs con- 
denser input, whereas, P.T.1 employs the choke 
input method of filtering the rectifier system. 
Filtering of P.T.1 only need be sufficient to 
supply “B” voltage for the plates of the 6L6s; 
regulation should therefore be better. 

Sockets for the 6L6s and the 6F6s should 
have high heat resistance insulation such as, 
isolantite. Great care should be exercised in the 
wiring of the plate and screen-grid supply of 
the 6L6s. A heavier than usual or “normal” 
type of insulation should be used to prevent 
possible arc-over between leads. 


LIST OF PARTS 

Two IL.R.C. resistors, 3,000 ohms, 2 W., R1, R2; 

Two I.R.C. resistors, 0.15-meg., 1 W., R3, R4; 

One Centralab dual volume control, 0.25-meg., 
R5, R6; 

Two LR.C. resistors, 2,500 ohms, 2 W., R7, R&; 

Two I.R.C. resistors, 500 ohms, 1 W., R9, R10; 


Two LR.C. resistors, 10,000 ohms, 1 W., Rll, 
R12; 

Two LR.C. resistors, 5,000 ohms, 1 W., R13, 
R14; 

Two LR.C. resistors, 15,000 ohms, 1 W., R15, 
R16; 

Two I.R.C. resistors, 10,000 ohms, 1 W., R17, 
R18; 

Two I.R.C. resistors, 50,000 ohms, 1 W., R19, 
R20; 


Two LR.C. resistors, 0.15-meg., 

Four LR.C. resistors, 0.1-meg., 
R25, R26; 

One Electrad resistor, 10,000 ohms, 50 W., R27; 


1 W., R21, R22; 
1 W., R23, R24, 





-o As 14" DIA. HOLE | 


ive : 


One Electrad resistor, 100 ohms, 25 W., R28; 
One Electrad resistor, 15,000 ohms, 50 W., R29; 
One Electrad resistor, 150 ohms, 25 W., R30; 

Six Hammarlund 8-prong isolantite sockets ; 

Two Hammarlund 4-prong isolantite sockets ; 

One Hammarlund 7-prong isolantite socket ; 

*One 7-prong special shielded plug and cable; 

One Kenyon transformer, type T255, T1; 

One Kenyon transformer, type T271, T2; 

One Kenyon transformer, type T319, T3; 

One Kenyon power transformer, type T215, T4; 

One Kenyon power transformer, type T216, T5; 

One Kenyon choke, type T166, Ch.1; 

Two Kenyon chokes, type T152, Ch.2, Ch.3; 

Four Cornell-Dubilier condensers, type ED3-100, 
10 mf., 50 V., Cl, C2, C5, C6; 

Ten Cornell-Dubilier condensers, type DT-6P1, 
0.1-mf., 600 V., C3, C4, C7, C8, Cll, C12, C15, 
C16, C19, C20; 

Four Cornell-Dubilier condensers, 
V., C9, C10, C13, C14; 

Two Cornell-Dubilier condensers, 
V., C17, C18; 

Three Cornell-Dubilier dual condensers, type 
PEB-6808, 8 mf., 600 V., C21, C22, C23, C24, 
C25, C26; 

One Cornell-Dubilier dual condenser, type JR-216, 
16 mf., 200 V., C27, C28; 

Two Sylvania type 6C8 glass tubes; 

Two Sylvania type 6F6 glass tubes; 

Two Sylvania type 6L6 glass tubes ; 

One Sylvania type 83 glass tube; 

One Sylvania type 5Z3 glass tube. 


0.02-mf., 600 


0.05-mf., 600 


*Names of manufacturers will be supplied upon 
receipt of a stamped and self-addressed envelope. 


U Dorreot ‘° Av 19g" DIA. HOLE 





Exact physical specifications for making the amplifier (left) and power pack chassis. 
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BUSINESS-LIKE "SILENT" SERVICING 


(Continued from page 209) 


perform every essential test required on a modern 
radio receiver. 

The technique of using these instruments is 
fundamentally simple. With the speaker voice 
coil open and preferable a dummy load resist- 
ance equal to the speaker impedance substituted 
for the voice coil, a Service Man may first make 
a voltage analysis of the receiver using a modern 
20,000 ohms/volt instrument. 

Assuming that the power is properly dis- 
tributed, he next attaches the vertical plates 
of the oscilloscope to the diode load resistor 
in the 2nd-detector circuit. With the signal gen- 
erator feeding through the frequency wobbler 
in the oscilloscope and then to the control-grid 
of the last I.F. tube, that stage can be aligned 
as indicated by the resonance curve on the 
oscilloscope. Each preeeding stage can easily 
be adjusted to the same frequency. 

Without mechanically “rocking” the conden- 
ser, the oscillator or mixer padder can be 
tracked at 600 ke. or any other frequency desig- 
nated in the instructions for the particular 
receiver. It is then quite simple to align the 
R.F. circuit at the high-frequency end of the 
dial. If the set has A.F.C., it is only necessary 
to change one connection of the oscilloscope from 
the top of the diode load resistor to the cathode 
of the A.F.C. diode. 


Audio circuits, even with phase inverting 


stages and tone compensation can be quickly 
analyzed with the oscilloscope across the output 
circuit and the audio modulation from the signal 
generator supplying the steady sine wave. Re- 
generation, phase distortion, overload, hum, or 
“hash’”’ from the power pack, all may be easily 
identified on the oscilloscope pattern. Through- 
out all of these tests, not a sound is heard from 
the speaker! 


PSYCHOLOGICAL VALUE OF "SILENT 

SERVICING” 

To the customer who wants to see this work 
done, this procedure is as marvelous as a major 
operation in a surgeon’s clinic. The Service Man 
has no need to fear that the customer will learn 
the tricks of the trade because the instruments 
alone are more expensive than most radio sets 
and the technique is quite beyond comprehension. 

Like the surgeon, the Service Man may charge 
a rate commensurate with his work. The flashy 
instruments serve as indication that his work 
is truly above the screwdriver mechanic's class. 
“Silent servicing” has raised the work of radio 
Service Men to professional levels; which mean: 
a decent living from a heretofore much abused 
and underpaid occupation. Furthermore the cus- 
tomer is assured of a first-class repair job. 

This article has been prepared from data sup- 
plied by courtesy of Triumph Mfg. Co. 
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The Best" BUYS” 
Are Made for Cash!* 


* By “CASH” 
we mean your 
jobber’s regu- 
lar terms. 


During the years when “sinking-or- 
swimming” was an everyday problem, 
alot of business men, pressed for cash, 
got into “no investment” merchandise 
deals. One by one, most of them have 
fought their way back to sound busi- 
ness principles. And only by buying 
the finest quality merchandise at lowest 
possible cash prices have they been 
able to prosper. 

Inthetube field, RAYTHEON offers 
the highest quality tube made 
cash* prices that save money for 
dealers every time they buy RAY- 
THEONS! That is why RAYTHEON 
business has more than tripled in the 
last two years... why RAYTHEON 
dealers are prosperous business men! 
Ask your RAYTHEON jobber. 








RADIO TUBES 


445 LAKE SHORE DRIVE, CHICAGO, ILL. 
555 HOWARD STREET, SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 
420 LEXINGTON AVENUE, NEW YORK, WN. Y. 
55 CHAPEL STREET, NEWTON, MASS. 
415 PEACHTREE STREET, N. E., ATLANTA, GA. 
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f COUPLETE ADVANCED DESIGN LINE OF ag | NEW "RESOLUTION TESTER" 
ets, Bh FOR ALL P. A. APPLICATIONS FOR CATHODE-RAY TUBES 


a 


(Continued from page 201) 








for television reception) images quite frequently 
appeared to be entirely out of foeus. All previous 
efforts to correct this misbehavior were fruitless! 
Exhaustive tests revealed that nothing was 
wrong with the “electron optics” of the cathode- 
ray tubes. 


Finally, they hit upon the basic trouble. Those 
spots of light, or picture elements, which “build” 
the television image did not assume the circular 
form they had presumed, but were partly of 
| streamline shape. 











ENGINEERED BY 
A. C. SHANEY 
GUARANTEED FOR 
FIVE YEARS 

FULL FIVE DAY 
FREE TRIAL 


But how to verify this was the problem. To 
understand the difficulties involved one must 
consider that it takes only (see note) 1/13,230- 
second to “paint” one line of a television image 
over the full width of a fluorescent screen, and 
every line consists of thousands of closely ar- 
ranged light dots each with a diameter of ap- 
proximately 1/50,000-in.! 











= Mr. Burnett solved the problem in a very in- 
‘now -teumke-it” J y A Sa\\= How, tc genious manner. He omitted 2/3 of the light 
. J (hs ee) —— aii See dots by sending -“blocking’” impulses into the 

Pl BLICATIONS _ SF san ee, ; tube. The main trick to produce the patterns 
for J ~ “ath «a == : Was done by sending 2, 5 or even 10 frequencies 

et “a $F : ; Varying between 30 cycles and 2,000 megacycles 

Ex pertimenters % ; - into the tube. Since a constantly changing mix- 
ture of frequencies between 30 cycles and 3,000 
megacycles (as used in actual television trans- 
For the first time, at the low price of TEN CENTS, you are now enabled to buy a complete design with photographie mission) produces complicated images with & 


reproductions, complete mechanical layout, and Frull description to make it possible for anyone to build the project | Wealth of little details, one will readily under- 
in question 





WE list below a large number of radio, short-wave, and mechanical “‘how-to-make-it’’ designs. 
Each is a special publication oie. bi A masters in their respective fields 
























non te x . stand that a cathode-ray tube must produce 
The name of ‘‘Radio Publications’’ has become a household word because this company has for many years specialized | « “ific wp: she specifi > >ncies > 
in nee and other literature of special interest to the experimenter specific patterns when specified frequencies are i 
PLEASE ORDER EACH PROJECT BY lla or genset htae, NUMBER, and use the special coupon below sent into the terminals. : 
We accept money-orders, cash, checks or new U. S. stamps. (No foreign stamps or currency can be senented) If you a : : : 
send cash or stamps, register your letter to safeguard against loss. Money refunded if you are not satisfied The main difficulties to be conquered did not 
ANY TWELVE PUBLICATIONS FOR ONE DOL R lay in the actual production of the patierns 
LA shown on this page, but rather in the problem 4 
: to design a master oscillator which was able to ; 
| PARTIAL LIST OF NEW 10 CENT PUBLICATIONS produce exaclly all the specie frequencies de- 
sired, and a great number of them at one time. ; 
How the master oscillator of this system 
SHORT-WAVE RECEIVER PUBLICATIONS looks is shown in Fig. A. In short it is a nice, 
now To MaKe THE 2 To 5 METER Two-ruse teres HOW TO BUILD THE HAM-BAND “PEE-wEE” 2-TUBER. | but complicated, piece of test equipment, but 
PEAKER . This receiver may be used wit batteries A nd recei tome ‘ : “ s :. f fare? 
= ao an A.C, power pack. Packs a big wallop. . o7 tuning. "works rye = ag yt a as mentioned before, it is merely the initial 
W TO BUILD THE CIGAR-BOX 1-TUBE “CATCH Au” no larger than your hand. Works with either batteries | nucleus of the instruments which the Service 
RECEIVER. An effective short-wave battery set whic’ its GP ORs Bere OG scactesteovesedeusuwecde * ¥ r : ae 
into a ‘small cigar-box, insuring high portability ist - No. 215) Man of the future who intends to do television 
great efficiency bodies oad C64bSESCOCECCCOCCEOOES No. work will require 
HOW TO BUILD THE PORTABLE MINIDYNE SHORT-WAVE “OW TO BUILD THE DUO-AMPLIDYNE. The ideal 1-tube 
BATTERY SET. Uses mo aerial, no ground. The total set for the beginner. One of the fines re S; 
weight is 31% Ibs. and measures 5x5x6 inches. Self- really _ —— Ae eye —_— for 7 — 
4 t u ten t antenna rings in 1e ‘oc , ° ens 
coniained patieries,” tube, ‘condensers, and loop, Mighiy — flon. With, only, ten-foot antenna bein ert No. 116| Note—This addition to the tools of the elec- , 
RADIO BROADCAST RECEIVER AND SPECIAL RADIO PUBLICATIONS — SS amen . —, agree = Se 
a SS y elevisic »rog 3 
HOW TO BUILD A SUPER-SENSITIVE ALL-WAVE CRYS- HOW TO BUILD A 6-TUBE BATTERY ALL-wave “Farm | BArcless | es 6 wares Pea SO : 
TAL SET. Just the thing for beginners who wish te neve pi pln ae ranging Sa 12 to 2,100 he -~ , D the air, transmitting and receiving equipment : 
anh easy-to-operate crystal set on all-waves and which real portable at pulls in B® GOURREIB. tccccce io. ‘ 2s 
will separate all the stations. Can be made for less a may now be tested by means of the “synthetic” 3 
pf > i ae . 
than $2.00. Uses no tubes or batteries.........No. 121 Sow Ve Mane An As. °. Se He ay Ae video program afforded by this resolution tester. 
HOW TO BUILD THE 2-TUBE “‘PENTODE PORTABLE” + ggg AE Bale eg FB , 
BROADCAST SET—the lightest, smallest set giving loud- . es, at he home. godsend for all| The one here illustrated was designed several 
~y ~ . afflicted persons. Can be built for a few dollars. Ne. 127 - . - 
speaker volume on batteries. Weighs less than 12 pone. a ° rh ras 1 . G 
Built in a small, portable case No. 122 years ago; when 343-line fidelity was being em- 
pls eect nage fie: cae ot tel taal Amici fost: HOW TO BUILD A PIANOTRON. For less than two dol- It i ee _ “ 
HOW TO BUILD THE RADIO “TREASURE” FINDER. This lars, plus a few junk parts which you have, you can now | Ployed. It is described on the basis of operation 
is a really sensitive and practical ‘*Treasure’’ inder, make a beautiful musical instrument. Operated by three | « ir’ « . ; , ] ims ine 
Simple to build and fruesansers to work. Uses 4 tubes. radio tubes. It has an actual keyboard, ana you si play on the air at approximately this image-line 
oa mn built for less than $15.00. . + * < a tunes, Works on *A" and ‘BY batteries. 4 Ses ey frequency; that is, with a resolution-meter fre- 
ow Bul TH ERNSBACK NE-TUB - = ~ ec : 1" 
supa ar’ a One. aN aa Cie cdeneeaas Cae heh eae ss Kade 2 No. 128| quency of 336 lines or 10,080 c.p.s. (The fre- 
Stor avendonat secspiian, Eeiwemele senaiaiwes. “tee. An6 HOW TO BUILD THE ONE-DOLLAR RADIO. Impossibie | quency of 13,230 c.p.s. mentioned by the author 
oO it sounds, for one dollar ou can wild a radio | ;. s as ine »rati 
HOW TO BUILD THE WORLD'S SMALLEST ONE TUBE = set which includes a radio tube’ and a pair of head-| #8 apparently based on 441-line operation for 
So sma a is actually bui in a phones and batterie Yo make th self, thie » 4 > eae ae wa » 
cigarette case. wonder set Leg! = last New York outside of the three last “mentioned ise, vole weed which the resolution meter has not as yet been 
FAGIO GROW. cc cccscecesesceses ~-No. 125 and spare metal parts N 1 





Dowd dudes is cows hae .-No. 129 | redesigned. In general, however, the actual points i 
MECHANICAL PROJECTS PUBLICATIONS discussed are relatively similar.) 


HOW TO BUILD A PEE-WEE AUTOMOBILE. an ultra- 


HOW TO USE AN A.C. ARC WELDER. Companion publica- Although, as the author states, up to 10 fre- 
ie “Wil came tee TWevenreia _a gf sy ™ tion to the one listed directly before. Very informative; siaiatiin ‘enaohihaae in the og r 3 te z m 
per hour and 100 to 125 miles on one gallon of 32 Sepectally to the garage men or mechanic whe has had . : . wd Sense afc: 


little or no experience with an arc welder. Contains many . ‘ , P ” Pe ‘ 
cc ccc cee cee eeneceneteds cbeeneetsenenes No. 132 important diagrams and photographs of actual work done | Plex “A.C. voltage mesh”” which appears on the 
HOW TO MAKE A BAND SAW FROM ou AUTO PARTS. 4 


with am arc welder. .....--.seseeeeeerernee No. 143/ end of the cathode-ray tube as an intricate fre- 
Made from old Ford and Chevrolet parts. Capable of per- HOW To MA - . 
re KE YOUR OWN MICROSCOPE. A microse + 4 . actics < H 
forming delicate wand satisfactory work: | Uses for “cach which 6 Sy mechanic, Big yg + ER, -- —— quency prey: may be used the practical appli- 
e lenses are obtained from the finders of a camera. we: 23 i > 3 i 
part fills its allotted place perfectly No. 135 Although simple and easy to build, it is a thoroughly cation of the resolution meter does not require 
How ve. BUILD A REAL [fone fee $5.00. Roueies + practical and efficient 








Now TO GUILD A REAL LA , u res a instrument. ......... No. 144/such an extensive design. The more complex 
5, 5 of raw material an - - " . 

tence sto. eg ea OE PF et - Sete nee maNURST ELECTROSTATIC MA-| mosaic is of use mostly for demonstration pur- . 
ng. trimming, boring and thread cutting... . . -No. 136 tricity capable of discharging a fat three-inch spark. | poses; for ordinary, practical work it usually | 
HOW TO BUILD A simeLe PORTABLE (REFRIGERATOR. Used in schools where electricity is taught. Can be| ;_ . 1s 9 

A real refrigerator. Dees © f ot use ice. The cooling pnit ees Se ED GAR GOs cc cccccsscccasses .No. 145 | iS sufficient to utilize only a 2 megacycle fre- 

operates from an alcoho ame, © urner or open fire > $ rmoni warweles 

Easy and inexpensive to build. Excellent for boats, b, compe, + MAK xe A yowsn Oats, pnaes yaem sone quency, its 3rd-harmonic of about 6 megacycles 

GC, Rg 0 5s hts Cee keowesdoedesiorses i mn excellent practica press at wi make | « . ¢ 7 . . 

OW TO BUILD LARGE TESLA AND OUDIN Ey Giv- work easier for the mechanic. About $2.00 worth of and a frequency of about 700 ke. The pattern 

ING 18-INCH SPARKS. Interesting high-frequency ap- — ee ans cep Gee oe Se ee eee a thus produced is a checkerboard. 

garatus with which many high-frequency and’ x 8, Ox «TAPP ROO e ee ee eee en been er eweressesene o. aie 

periments can be performed. Capable of peosucing: 4 eee HOW TO MAKE AND EXPERIMENT WITH AN ELECTRO- Editor 

WEISS STC CORE Oe HNC CERCA ECRE ROMS O ESS Ke 41 pee tye BO + no al a e = (Continued on page 255) 

HOW TO MAKE AN ARC WELDER. A real arc Re onal cap- ments with static electricity can se | a 
able of doing commercial jobs satisfactorily. Uses a = of a experiments are thoroughly explained ants i] 
duty transformer which operates from the 110-volt A. UBETBEOR . «so oe ce rere cesses sresssesescs 

main. The output of the machine ranges from 15 to HOW TO MAKE AN ARC WELDER FROM AN vere 

Be ad 0c Cid 0 060 0 006s 000 60 Sena dee No. 142 BILE GRMERATOR. . 0. cw cccccccscesesevesere 493 
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RADIO PUBLICATIONS, 99A Hudson Street, New York, N. Y. RC-1037 














: . Bert Nussbaum, formerly Assistant Ad- 
RT, os wade dod f bl rertiat iol” ra- 
Se seh7.,ONe poi aR ee nee PUBLICA: 107 it 114 115 116 vertising Manager of Radio-Crajft maga 
siaaed a; ateele ae pa ABR Y own. I have 121 122 123 124 125 zine, has joined the staff of Reiss Adver- 
Send me also your list of 27 other 10c publications. 126 i277 128 129 132 tising (agency). His former associates on | 
“R.C.” feel sure that the ability he ex- 
BORED ccc cccccccescecces ° oMESS 0 co ccccscoecess Cceeece 135 136 138 ual 142 hibited during his tenure of almost 8 yrs. 
143 144 145 146 148 will be a valuable contribution to his ‘ 
RN aie tats wake Aastiege dea arceateied SID .. déedi b-ie ned SU aie anee eet 149 new position. 
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G.E.PHONOGRAPH MOTOR 





V ARIABLE 
speed induc- 
tion type self-starting, 110 volt, 25 to 60 cycle, AC, with 
speed control. Plug and cord. Speed range from 5 to 200 
RPM. Can be installed in place of old-fashioned, hand- 
yinding spoes motor. Outside Diam. 11”. Height 4%”. 
Shaft 1%”. (Diam. %”). 


Pe _Miacete Phonograph motor as de- $ 05 


Shipping Weight—12 Ibs. 


WESTINGHOUSE 
UNIVERSAL MOTOR 


110 Volts 
a AC and DC 


Shipping 
Weight 
3 lbs 










RnectGcations; 1/30 
WP. ee hed om either 
A.C. or R 
5000 R.P.M. Rheostat ~ 
can be used to vary speed. 
Height 3%”, Le 

Width 1%”, Shaft %”, 


els, Buffing Lathe, Polishing 

Head, Drills, Grindstones, 
te te. 

MOTOR CERF ccccccccccccccccccs Pieseronice: 


MOTOR with Arbor and 4%” Chuck sk 


Add 25c for special packing and mailing 
anywhere in U. S. 


ooo 
MICROPHONE and RECEIVER 





THs Microphone and telephone headset outfit was built 


especially for the U. S. Navy Aviation Corps. 

The Holtzer-Cabot Electric Company constructed the 
outfit to Government specifications. 

The outfit consists of a low-impedance carbon micro- 
phone (transmitter), securely fastened to a metal breast~- 
plate, and a set of heavy-duty, low-impedance Py 
A specially constructed switch om the back of the breast- 
plate controls the microphone circuit. The earphones are 
U.S.N. Utah type, attached to adjustable headband. 
Twenty-eight feet of very heavy weather and waterproof 
conductor cable is furnished. Current of not more than 10 
volts should be used. A storage battery is the most satis- 
factory current supply. 

S. Navy Airplane-type Microphone and 
Receiver as described ........s00.sseeeeees 


WESTINGHOUSE 
POWER GENERATOR 


Manufactured for U. S. Signal Corps 
A.C. Electrical 200 Watt 


Power 
from a Windmill, from 
available Waterpower, 
from your Automobile, 
from your Motoreyele, 
from your Bicycle, Foot- 
pedals or Handerank 
(for transportable Radio 
Transmitters, Strong 
Floodlights, Advertising 
Signs); do you want to 
operate AC Radio sets from 32 V. DC farm light systems; 
operate two generators in series to get oe Vv. AC; obtain 
two phase and three phase AC, etc., etc. % to @ H.P. 
ee to run_ generator. 
ere Are Over 25 Applications, such as: A.C. Dynamo 
ne from eight to ten 20 Watt 110 Volt lamps. Short 
vent Transmitter supplying 110 Volts A.C. for o; rating 
*‘Ham’”’ transmitter. Operating 110 V. AC 60 C ‘py Radio 
pogress 
Systems. Electric Sirens on motor boats, yachts, ete. Camp 
eiiue Bring 22x28 i a Four-P: 

Blue-Prin x nm. an ‘our-Page 
812 x 12 in. Instruction Sheets. Generator, as 00 

Seecr: ribed including four replacement carbon 
rushes 


110V.AC 







Shipping weight 18 Ibs, 
All merchandise in original packages— 
never used. Money-back guarantee. 


We will forward Shipments by Benross spotest 
if sufficient postage is not inciude 


WELLWORTH TRADING CO. 


560 W. Washington Bivd., Dept. RC-1037, Chicago, Il. 
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IMPORTANCE OF MODERN 
TEST EQUIPMENT 


(Continued from page 207) 


audible range. This type of equipment will allow 
the Service Man to check the response char- 
acteristics of the receiver from the antenna term- 
inal to the input of the loudspeaker, giving in- 
dications of the quality which may be expected. 


New opportunities are periodically being pre- 
sented to the Service Man due to the fact that 
developments are continuously being made, and 
the public is becoming more aware of what it 
may expect in the way of radio reception. At the 
present time the set owner is beginning to 
realize that much of the radio interference 
which he was formerly led to believe was a 
necessary evil may be mitigated or entirely elim- 
inated by filtering apparatus which causes radio 
noise. The Service Man who has made some 
study of this type of man-made static is in a 
good position to pick up much profitable business. 

Public-address systems have long been more 
or less neglected by the average Service Man as 
an added source of income. A thorough acquaint- 
ance with the circuits commonly employed as 
well as the ordinary troubles encountered in this 


type of apparatus is well worthwhile. 


THE ABC OF A RESONANCE CURVE 


To return to the cathode-ray oscilloscope as a 
means of obtaining a visualization of the reso- 
nance curve, it might be of interest to show the 
manner in which a curve is actually traced on 
the screen. In order to obtain such a curve it is 
necessary to have a frequency-modulated signal 
generator. 

Frequency modulation of a signal generator 
as opposed to ordinary amplitude modulation, 
where the amplitude of the radio frequency out- 
put of the signal generator varies at an audible 
(say 400 cycle) rate, consists of varying the 
frequency of the signal produced by the signal 
generator at a given rate, usually 60 cycles. It 
should be noted that in frequency modulation the 
amplitude of the signal does not vary with time 
but the frequency does. Curve B of Fig. 1 shows 
the manner in which the frequency produced by 
the signal generator varies over a complete 
cycle of its frequency range. 

The mode in which the radio receiver responds 
to a frequency modulated signal must be 
thoroughly understood. Assume for example that 
an unmodulated, single-frequency signal were 
fed into the input of the receiver. When the 
receiver is tuned to this frequency the R.F. 
amplifier and I.F. amplifier, if the receiver has 
one, will amplify this un-modulated single fre- 
quency and a voltage will be built up across the 
diode detector circuit which is proportional to 
the amplitude or intensity of the input signal. 
However, if frequencies other than the fre- 
quency to which the set was tuned were fed 
into the receiver, the voltage developed in the 
diode detector circuit would be smaller in value 
because of the selectivity of the receiver. The 
sharper the receiver the more variation in voltage 
developed in the diode circuit between the 
resonant frequency and other frequencies higher 
and lower than the resonant frequency. Curve C 
of Fig. 1 shows the magnitude of the voltage in 
the diode circuit as the frequency varies about 
the frequency to which the set is tuned, which 
is indicated by point O on the curve. 

It will be noted that the frequency modulation 
of the signal generator as indicated by curve B 
varies about a mid-point to 15 ke. higher and 
15 ke. lower than the middle frequency. For 
instance, if the mid-frequency is 600 ke., the 
frequency produced by the frequency-modulated 
signal generator will vary from 585 ke. to 615 
ke., a range of 15 ke. either side of the mid- 
frequency. 

If a connection is made so that the voltage 
in the diode circuit is fed to the vertical deflect- 
ing plates of the oscilloscope and the beam is 
swept horizontally back and forth across the 
screen at the same rate as the frequency modula- 
tion (which in this case is 60 cycles) then a 
resonance curve may be depicted on the cathode- 
ray screen. The 60-cycle sweep voltage is shown 
in curve A of Fig. 1. In order that the pattern 
on the screen of the cathode-ray oscilloscope will 
be stationary, the resonance curve must be 
plotted by the inertialess cathode-ray beam over 
and over again, falling in the same position on 
the screen for each successive cycle. Curve D 





(Continued on following page) 
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The LAST WORD in 
PERFORMANCE .... 
The Last Word in Long Life! 


MODEL 521 


TUBE TESTER 
MULTITESTER 


$4950 


Whatever you pay for a tube tester-multi- 
tester, you can’t duplicate comprehensiveness, 
Sees anit Rortormance, of Radio City’s new 
Model 321 msider these features: 


Tube tester provides most modern R.M.A. 
load, separate function, open, short, leakage 
tests. Absolutely free reference to full floating 
filaments. Hum and noise tests. Double fuse 
protection for meter and tester. 


a inal 





Multitester tests condenser leakage, opens and 
shorts, electrolytic paper, mica types. 5 range 
AC. yoltmeter 9-5-25-125-500-1250. 5 ‘gange 

voltmeter—0-5-25-125-500-1250, 5 range 


ohmmeter—low 1/20th ohm to high 30 meg- ~—_ 


ohms. Current—6 ranges—low 10 microamps, 


high 25 amps for vibrator testing. D.B. 
measurements from down 15 to up 40. 5 out- 
put ranges. Protect- 
ed against burn out 

and obsolescence, 


A TUBE 
TESTER / 


Set Tester 
combination 


that can’t get 
out of date 


MODEL 306 


$21% 


The most flexible instrument of its kind ever pro- 
duced. Tests all glass and metal tubes now in use, 
has spare capacity for future new types. Tests cach 
section of Multi-Purpose Tubes and individual 
plates of all rectifiers. Double test of hot cathode 
leakage by neon lamp as well as by meter. 250,000 
ohms leakage sensitivity. Tests cold cathode recti- 
fiers which cannot be tested on many higher priced 
checkers. Full floating filaments. In addition to all 
these features, measures resistance, capacity and 
condenser leakage. Attractive design—sturdy con- 
struction. Guaranteed for 5 years against getting 
out of date. 


Also available in kit form $17.95 
See your jobber. Write to Dept. C for Catalog 


RADIO CITY) \PRODUCTS CO. 


88 PARK PLACE “DEPEND ON 
NEW YORK CITY DEPENDABLE” 













Hot off the press! 










Ghirardi’s 


POCKET 
TROUBLE 
SHOOTERS 


SPEED UP YOUR SER- 
vice Wonk wit these 


aAmaz der-work 


of a card and you get the 


+ light spee The andiest simplest 
Send = «auickest o you ever saw. PIN A 
DOLLAR TO rHts AD AND MAIL AT ONCE 

Your = to DEPT. RC-107 


BOTH GADGETS MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE! 


($1.20 RADIO & TECHNICAL PUBL. CO. 
forei nm) Astor Place, New York 











FOR THIS 


100 WATT 


192! 
MODULATOR 


HIS inexpensive but efficient modu- 
lator delivers 100 clean watts of audio 
with 800 volts on the plates of the modu- 
lator tubes. Built on standard Relay Rack 
and Pane!, 
TUBES: 6C6 Pre-amplifier: 76 voltage 
amplifier: Push-Pull 76’s: 6A3 Drivers: 
TZ-20 Class B Modulators. 
STANCOR TRANSFORMERS: Push-Pull 
» Input, XA4206: Push-Pull Interstage, 
XA4208: Push-Pull Driver, XA4212: 
Output, XA2908. 
FREE BLUEPRINT AND LAYOUT TEMPLATE 


STANDARD 
TRANSFORMER 
CORPORATION 


850 BLACKHAWK ST., CHICAGO 























All types, embodying latest principles 


of design and construction. Superior 


quality. Many new features and advan- 
Ms tages. Superb values, remarkably low- 
“W priced. Used by leading P.A. Men. Write 
for free catalogue now! AMPLITONE 
ij PRODUCTS CO., 135 Liberty St. NY. 











idence Courses In 


ote | RADIO and ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 
SDP ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING Ce* co02 case 


elec- 
oi yy sia. Prepare parrot. os Low Cost, . & secure fu- 


sim can understand quickly. 
RADIO ) ENGINEERING ‘extra, fine course in radio, pub- 

lie ss, photo-electric work. 
Trains you to be super- A * a rea vacuum tube 


Correspon 





technician. Exper. kits furnished. Diploma on completion. 
Tuition, $25, either course. Deferred payment plan 
Get copies of school catalogs, student 
magazines, complete details. SEND NOW! 


LINCOLN ENGINEERING SCHOOL, 60x 931-43. LINCOLN, NEBR. 


RMC RELAYS Fa 


Sensitive D.C. type for general use in- 








cluding P.E. Cell work, signal and alarm 
circuits, ete. Pure silver contacts 1 
ampere rating. Operates on 3 to 4 M.A. 
horizontal or 6 vertical. Standard 
resistance 1000" ‘ohms—other values 
available 

Dealer Net Price . $2.85 Postpaid 

250% Deposit Required on C.O.D. 


lipments 


REGAL MANUFACTURING CO. 


1406 S. Grand Ave, Los Angeles, Calif. 














@ RADIO CHASSIS CRADLE 6 


For more profitable and 
quicker servicing, testing and 
repairing of receivers or ——- 
lifiers, every radio se e 
hep needs the RADIO G M- 
BAL (chassis cradle) Equip- 
ment clamps to cradle which 
can be adjusted to any de- 
sired angle. Convenientiy ac 
commodates any chassis up to 
13 x 21 inches. Excellent for 
ens receivers to cus- 
+ 
















ated circular RC: 
WM. A. THOMAS CO. 321 CAROLINE ST., NEENAH, WISCONSIN 
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RADIO-CRAFT 


(Continued from preceding page) 


represents the picture which actually appears 
on the screen under the above conditions. 


HOW A CYCLE "PAINTS" ITS IMAGE 


The intersection of horizontal lines drawn 
through points of curve C representing various 
points in the cycle, with vertical lines drawn 
through the corresponding points of curve A, 
determine the pattern which is traced on the 
screen of the ‘scope during a complete cycle. 

The reader can readily follow these points as 
they are numbered consecutively. For instance, 
at point O the moving spot is in the center of 
the screen as regards its horizontal position; at 
this same instant of time the frequency-modulated 
signal generator is producing the frequency to 
which the set is tuned so that the response of 
the set (applied to the vertical deflecting plates) 
is a maximum. At point 1 on curve A the spot 
has moved slightly to the right as regards to its 
horizontal position. At this instant of time the 
frequency produced by the signal generator is 
slightly higher than the frequency to which the 
set is tuned and the response is correspondingly 
lower. The remainder of the picture traced on 
the screen may be understood by following the 
consecutive points indicated on the drawing. 


THE "SERVICE TECHNICIAN” 


The S4Fyite Man is becoming more and more, 
as the years go on, a technician. In the successful 
pursuit of his work he must have a fundamental 
understanding of the various principles under- 
lying each and every individual circuit which 
goes to make up the radio receiver. These cir- 
cuits, when individually analyzed, are not ex- 
tremely difficult. However, they do require a 
thorough understanding of the operation of 
each of the component parts entering into the 
circuit. Not only must the Service Man have 
a good physical picture of circuit operation, but 
he must also be thoroughly acquainted with the 
various types of test equipment which he uses 
in analyzing receiver faults. He must know the 
applicability and limitations of this equipment 
and, as a consequence, he must understand the 
principles on which it operates. 

The standards for efficient Service Men are 
being constantly raised. Their professional serv- 
ices should demand increased remuneration. Radio 
service racketeers are finding that it is becoming 
increasingly difficult to hoodwink the public. 
Probably the day will arrive when no Service 
Man not having a diploma from a creditable 
school will be allowed to practice. 





SERVICING 
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


(Continued from page 227) 


your 4-tube set, the plate voltage is generally 
much higher, and this is responsible for the 
resistor on the primary side of the No. 255 audio 
transformer burning out. 

You ask what the correct voltage should be 
on the plate-return of the Ist audio stage. It is 
advisable to “juggle” the voltages from 45 to 
135 in order to determine the best results. 

Remove the 3-to-1 audio transformer and re- 
connect the Silver-Marshall No. 255 unit, for 
since you only burned-out the primary resistor, 
it is merely necessary to replace this resistor 
with one having a value of 0.2-meg. See Fig. 
Q27. It is not necessary to open the transformer, 
to get at the resistor; merely shunt this 
resistor across taps 1 and 2, and this unit will 
be as good as new. 


LOUD HUM AND WEAK SIGNALS 


(28) Floyd Coomber, Walworth, N. Y. 

(Q.) I have an RCA model 4-17-M set. 
a loud hum and only faint reception of the 
nearby, powerful, local stations. Tubes were 
checked and found to be OK. 

(A.) The reason for a loud hum and only 
faint reception of nearby local stations of your 
RCA model 4-17-M 4-tube receiver is due to the 
filter condensers capacities being below their 
designated rating. The only remedy is to replace 
these filter condensers, and in doing so, make 
sure that the correct polarity of the replace- 
ment condensers is maintained. Voltages will 
read from 60 to 100 V. on all sockets. 


It has 
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GERNSBACK 


OFFICIAL RADIO SERVICE 


MANUALS 


AND 


HANDIBOOK 


ARE AVAILABLE AT 


* JOBBERS 
x DISTRIDUTeS$ 


* MAIL ORDER 
HOUSES 


Here they are: 
1936 Official Radio Service Manual 


1,200 PAGES * OVER 2,500 ILLUSTRATIONS 
cae Binder—Stiff, Hard Ccvers 
x 12 Inches * Price §7.00 


1935 Official Radio Service Manual 
OVER 1,000 PAGES * OVER 3,000 ILLUSTRATIONS 
Looseleaf Binder—Flezible, Leatherette Covers 

Size 9 x 12 Inches * Price $7.00 


* . . 

1934 Official Radio Service Manual 
OVER 400 PAGES * OVER 2,000 ILLUSTRATIONS 
Looseleaf Binder—Flexible, Leatherette Covers 

Size 9 x 12 Inches * Price $3.50 


1933 Official Radio Service Manual 
OVER 700 PAGES * OVER 2,000 ILLUSTRATIONS 
Looseleaf Binder—Flezxible, Leatherette Covers 

Size 9 x 12 Inches * Price $5.00 


1932 Official Radio Service Manual 
OVER 1,000 PAGES* OVER 2,000 ILLUSTRATIONS 
Looseleaf Binder, Flexible Covers 
Size 9 x 12 Inches * Price $5.00 


1931 Official Radio Service Manual 
OVER 650 PAGES (Including Suestementa) 
OVER 1,500 ILLUSTRATION 
Looseleaf Binder—F lexible, Leatherette Covers 
Size 9 x 12 Inches * Price $4.50 


1935 Official Auto-Radio Service Manual 

OVER 240 PAGES * OVER 500 ILLUSTRATIONS 

Looseleaf Binder—Flezxible, Leatherette Covers 
Size 9 x 12 Inches * Price $2.50 


1933 Official Auto-Radio Service Manual 

OVER 250 PAGES * OVER 500 ILLUSTRATIONS 

Looseleaf Binder—Flezible, Leatherette Covers 
Size 9 x 12 Inches * Price $2.50 


o . 7 . 

Official Radio Service Handikook 
OVER 1,000 PAGES * OVER 1,000 ILLUSTRATIONS 
Beautiful Linen, Gold-Stamped Cover 
Size 6 x 9 Inches * Price $4.00 

















If vour jobber or mail order house cannot supply 

you, order any of the OFFICIAL RADIO 
SERVICE MANUALS or the OFFICIAL RADIO 
SERVICE HANDIBOOK from the publishers. 
Send your remittance in form of check or money 
order—or, if you send cash or unused U. S. 
Postage Stamps, be sure to register your letter. 
ALL ORDERS ARE FILLED PROMPTLY. 
BOOKS ARE SENT TO bs f POSTAGE PRE. 
PAID. Address Dept. RC-10 


RADCRAFT PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
99 Hudson Street, New York, N. Y. 
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NEW “RESOLUTION TESTER" FOR CATHODE-RAY TUBES 


(Continued from page 252) 


TABLE | 
HOW THE PATTERNS OF FIG. B 
WERE OBTAINED 

No. 1—Deflection: Vertically, 30 c.p.s. saw- 
tooth; horizontally, 10,080 ¢.p.s. sawtooth. Grid: 
1. 30 ¢.p.s. square-wave, negative portion the 
width of the vertical-deflection return-line time; 
2. 10,080 c¢.p.s. square-wave, negative portion 
the width of the horizontal-deflection return-line 
time; 38. 2,222,640 ¢.p.s. sine-wave; 4. 740,880 
¢.p.s. sine-wave; 5. 246,960 ¢.p.s. square-wave; 
6. 70,560 e¢.p.s. square-wave; 7. 1,260 c.p.s. 
square-wave; 8. 180 c.p.s. square-wave. 

No. 2—Deflection: Vertically, 30 c¢.p.s. saw- 
tooth; horizontally, 10,080 c.p.s. sawtooth. Grid: 
1. 30 e¢.p.s. square-wave, negative portion the 
width of vertical deflection return-line time; 
2. 10,080 c.p.s. square-wave, negative portion the 
width of horizontal-deflection return-line time; 
3. 740,880 e¢.p.s. sine-wave; 4. 246,960 c.p.s. 
square-wave; 5. 1,260 c.p.s. square-wave. 


No. 3—Deflection: Vertically, 30 c¢.p.s. saw- 
tooth; horizontally, 3,780 ¢.p.s. sine-wave plus 
small component of 1,260 c.p.s. Grid: 1. 30 ce.p.s. 


square-wave, negative portion the width of the 
vertical-deflection return-line time; 2. 70,560 
¢.p.s. square-wave. 


No. 4—Deflection: Vertically, 
tooth; horizontally, 3,780 ¢.p.s. sine-wave plus 
small components of 1,260 ¢.p.s. and 180 e.p.s. 
Phase of horizontal deflection is changed from 
that in No. 3. Grid: 1. 30 c¢.p.s. square-wave, 
negative portion the width of the vertical-deflec- 
tion return-line time; 2. 70,560 ¢.p.s. square 
wave. 


80 eps. saw- 


No. 5—Deflection: Vertically, 30 c¢.p.s. saw- 
tooth; horizontally, 3,780 c.p.s. sine-wave plus 
small components of 1,260 c.p.s. and 180 c.p.s. 
Phase is shifted slightly from No. 4. Grid: 1. 
30 ¢.p.s. square-wave, negative portion the width 
of the vertical-deflection return-line time; 2. 


3,780 ¢.p.s. sine-wave; 3. 70,560 c.p.s. square- 
wave. 

No. 6—Deflection: Vertically, 30 ¢.p.s. saw- 
tooth; horizontally, 3,780 c.p.s. sine-wave plus 


small components of 1,260 c.p.s. and 180 c.p.s. 
Phase is shifted slightly from No. 4. Grid: 1. 30 
¢.p.8. square-wave, negative portion and width 
of the vertical-deflection return-line time; 2. 3,780 


¢.p.s. sine-wave; 3. 70,560 c.p.s. square-wave. 
No. 7—Deflection: Vertically, 30 ¢.p.s. saw- 
tooth; horizontally, 3,780 c.p.s. sine-wave plus 


small components of 1,260 ¢.p.s. and 180 c.p.s. 
Phase is shifted some from No. 4, is almost 
same as that for No. 5. Grid: 1. 30 c.p.s. square- 
wave, negative portion the width of the vertical- 
deflection return-line time; 2. 70,560 c.p.s. square- 
wave; 3. 246, 960 c.p.s. square-wave. 


No. 8—Deflection: Vertically 30 c.p.s. 
tooth; horizontally 3,780 c.p.s. sine-wave plus 
small components of 1,260 ¢.p.s. and 180 c.p.s. 
Phase is shifted considerably from No. 4. Grid: 
1. 30 ¢.p.s. square-wave, negative portion the 
width of the vertical-deflection return-line time; 
2. 70,560 c.p.s. square-wave; 3. 246,960 c.p.s. 
square-wave. 


saw- 


Note—All patterns were made on a 9-in. 
cathode-ray tube using full magnetic deflection 
and a second-anode potential of 6,000 volts. All 
frequencies are synchronized. 





ABC OF MODERN 
VIBRATOR SERVICING 


(Continued from page 247) 


A vibrator tester’s primary purpose is to de- 
tect defective vibrators which will no longer 
function or operate properly with their asso- 
ciated circuits. The Triplett Laboratory in work- 
ing out the design of their Vibrator Tester 
Model 1670, secured a number of vibrators in 
various stages of deterioration and worked 
closely with the manufacturers of vibrators so 
a tester could be designed which would enable 
Service Men to make every needed test. 


In the analysis of vibrator trouble, it was 
found that defective vibrators had two distinct 
characteristics. 


(1) The vibrators would fail to start properly 
on very low voltage such as 5.5 V. on a 6-V. 
battery. 


(2) The vibrators would operate unevenly, thus 
causing a variation in the output voltage. 


REQUISITE TEST FACILITIES 


In the design of the Triplett tester, these facts 
were carefully taken into consideration and the 
unit was designed to: 


(1) Accurately measure the input voltage. 
(2) Control the input voltage to the vibrator, 


(3) Accurately measure the output of the vi- 
brator on a GOOD-BAD scale. 

(4) Accurately check the regularity of the vi- 
brator on the meter. 

(5) Check the output voltage in per cent with 
an increase, of the input voltage, of 0.5-V. 

(6) Place a 5,000-ohm load across. the filtering 
system so the vibrator would work into the 
approximate load it works into in normal opera- 
tion. This was found to give a vibrator test 
approximating the actual condition under which 
the vibrator would operate. 

The tester has been designed for extreme sim- 
plicity using a minimum number of sockets and 
a rota.. switch to select the proper circuits for 
the vibrators under test. A D.P.D.T. toggle 
switch is used to switch the measuring instru- 
ment in either the input or output circuits. A 
potentiometer is used to control the input voltage, 
and a second switch is used to place buffer con- 
densers in the circuit of the vibrator when they 
are not a definite part of the vibrator. 

Most Service Men seem not to realize the tre- 
mendous progress that has been made in vibrator- 
type power supply systems. It is hoped that this 
article, therefore, will be useful to these men. 


“AIR-TRACK" SYSTEM OF 
BLIND LANDING 


(Continued from page 248) 


their development. They have not released much 
on their development, but we understand that 
it is still fixed in position, although it retains 
the fundamental principles of the Bureau system. 

The 4 major Airlines, AA, TWA, UAL and 
EAL, meeting with Bureau of Commerce and 
Federal Communications Commission representa- 
tives recently set forth recommended specifica- 
tions for instrument landing to be adopted on a 
national scale. 

It is interesting to note that Air-Track exceeds 
the operating requirements of these specifications, 
meets all the requirements described as “prac- 
ticable,”” and most of those which are called 
“projected developments.”’ For example, the speci- 
fications suggest that glide path and localizer in- 
dications should be separate. The Bureau started 
with separate transmitters and we regard them 
as essential to safety and proper operation. 

We believe this instrument landing situation 
has implications which make it the biggest story 
in radio or aviation at this time. Entirely aside 
from the safety angle, its economic angle is sure 
to have a tremendous effect on the history of 
air transportation, 


CREDITS 


When a curtailment of funds necessitated a 
discontinuance of Department of Commerce ac- 
tivities on radio aids to flying in 1933, scientists 
who had been employed at the Bureau were set 
up in a new laboratory at College Park where 
they continued their research and experiments. 

Among these men were Gomer L. Davies, Dr. 
Frank G. Kear, Gerald H. Wintermute, and the 
late William H. Orton, who are largely responsi- 
ble for the improvement of the Air-Track and 
its adaptation to commercial needs. 

The first job of instrument landing is to save 
lives. Its second job is to make possible the 
completion of every trip interrupted or can- 
celled because the terminal airport is “closed 
in”, and thus to guarantee flying on an an- 
nounced schedule. The story of its contributions 
will be the first chapter in an entirely new 
epoch of human flight. 

Airlines of the country took a big step toward 
100% in safety and regularity of scheduled opera- 
tion when they recently agreed upon specifica- 
tions for an acceptable instrument landing 
system 

As a result, it appears that a workable system 
will have been tested and accepted before the 
arrival of bad flying weather this winter. 
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New FREE BOOK, “More Money in Radio” fully ex 
plains. Get your copy. Write me, or use the handy coupon, 


SPECIAL COURSE FOR SERVICEMEN 


Servicemen!—ask about my Special Course for YOU. Also 
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om for a copy—get complete facts 
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CORNELL-DUBILIER 
DRY ELECTROLYTIC 





TYPE JR. Compactly designed 
for maximum utility, 
¢ Convenient mounting the Type JR capacitor 
feet. will fill the majority 
* Long color-coded in- of cenidns yung i 
‘ ments. Expensive de- 
sulated terminal 
lays and costly shop- 
leads. * . 
ping tours are entirely 
¢ Smallest size... eliminated by stand- 
made possible by ardizing on C-D 
etched foil process capacitors. a 
of manufacture. Have you received 
* Available in a com- your copy of the 
plete capacity range New Catalog No. 
at 250 and 525 volts 1514? Many new 
Peak. innovations in con- 
. denser design, and 
* Dual and multiple : 
section units in popu- the full C-D line of 
lar capacity combi- capacitors illustrated 
nations. in complete detail. 














WORLD'S LARGEST EXCLUSIVE MANUFACTURER 
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20-C AMPLIFIER 








° 20 Watts output 
© Dual mike input 
° Electric Eye Monitor 


Modern in appearance and 
performance 


A complete line of sound systems 
for every application illustrated 
in U.S.E.’s new 16-page catalog. 


Write for new catalog No. 107 
and proposition 


United Sound 
Engineering Company 


Manufacturers of Electronic Equipment 


2239 UNIVERSITY AVENUE 
St. Paul Minn. 








Licensed by arrangement with E.R.P_I. 
under patents owned and controlled by 
& T. and Western Elec. Co., 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


MARCONI—THE MAN AND HIS WIRELESS, 
by Orrin E. Dunlap, Jr. Published by The Mac- 
millan Company. Size, 6 x 9 ins., 360 pages, 16 
illustrations. Price, $3.50. 

This is the life story of Marconi; the emphasis 
is on the man’s work and on his personality. 

Starting with the birth of Marconi, Mr. Dunlap, 
Jr. vortrays in a technically-accurate and most 
vivid narrative manner the entire history-making 
sequence of Marconi’s life to within several short 
months of his death. 

The author very ably interprets, with historic 
accuracy and scientific acumen, the role that 
Marconi played and the significant steps in the 
epic of “wireless” (radio). 

The book touches on many historic events—the 
heroic and dramatic role of Marconi wireless in 
the Republic disaster and the Titanic’s mid- 
ocean tragedy. The period of the World War 
which started the hectic rush to develop new 
radio devices and led to the development of short 
waves (on which Marconi was working when 
death claimed him) is fully and most interestingly 
covered. 

Incidentally, Marconi himself thoroughly 
checked the final proofs so that the book would 
be accurate in facts about radio and historically 
correct in personal details. 


AUTOMATIC FREQUENCY CONTROL SYS- 
TEMS, by John F. Rider. Published by John F. 
Rider, Publisher. Size, 5% x 7% ins., hard cloth 
cover, 144 pages, profusely illustrated. Price, $1. 

Automatic Frequency Control is radio’s biggest 
development—and, the Service Man's latest head- 
ache, unless he knows what it’s all about. 

The author evidently had this thought well in 
mind for A.F.C. is explained from its funda- 
mentals, through its various developments up to 
the final forms which the circuits assume in 
various commercial receivers. A review chapter 
covers that part of the theory of inductance and 
phase relations upon which A.F.C. depends. 

Automatic Frequency Control Systems is an- 
other Rider book that should be on every Service 
Man’s bookshelf. 


JONES ANTENNA HANDBOOK, by Frank C. 
Jones. Published by Frank C. Jones. Size, 6 x 9 
ins., 64 pages. Price, 50c. 

If it serves no other purpose than to clarify in 
the mind of the reader conflicting opinions as 
to relative merits of various arrangements of 
antennas the Jones Antenna Handbook will have 
effected a worthwhile achievement. Merely to list 
the chapter headings—which is all that space 
permits in this column—is hardly to do justice 
to this valuable reference work. Contents: An- 
tenna Theory; Antennas for Transmitting; Di- 
rectional Antennas ; Antennas for Receiving; An- 
tennas for Ultra-High Frequencies ; Special Pur- 
pose Antennas; 160-Meter Antennas; Antenna 
Coupling Systems; Antenna Charts; Measuring 
Equipment. 


AIR CONDITIONING IN THE HOME, by Elmer 
Torok, M. E, Published by The Industrial Press. 
Size, 6 x 9 ins., 296 pages, 50 illustrations, 39 
tables. Price, $3. 


We find upon reviewing this book that no 
better cross-section concerning its makeup can 
be prepared than is contained in the author’s 
preface, from which we quote: 

“The first 2 chapters deal with the benefits, 
effects and functions of air conditioning. Chap- 
ters III and IV describe in detail various types 
of air-conditioning equipment and systems. Chap- 
ter V is devoted exclusively to the subject of in- 


stallation and operating costs. If the reader 
wished to go into the matter more in detail, 
Chapter VI, written’ in question and answer 


form, will enlighten him on the principles of air 
conditioning. If one finds simple calculations more 
fascinating than solving crossword puzzles, Chap- 
ters VII to XII will give him a generous amount 
of material in the form of tables, examples, and 
solutions.” 

Service Men can well use this book as a guide 
to work in the new, profitable field. 
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TRAINED TELEVISION MEN 
WILL BE NEEDED SOON! aie 
f th 


Already Commercial in England! 


i 
“ 


Television engineering will be the next 
high salaried profession. Will you be 
ready to cash in with this new industry? 
Leaders of radio recognized their oppor- 
tunity some fifteen years ago, and they as 
engineers have since earned millions! 
Now the future of television is assured. 
Are you going to make it your oppor- 
Every student receives this giant tunity for success? Trained men will make 


icone comes gay tle a from $2,500 to $20,000 per year. 
part of his equipment. ° PD 


THE AMERICAN TELEVISION INSTITUTE 


was established in 1935, to provide skilled men for television development in the 
United States. A. T. I. was founded by U. A. Sanabria, internationally famous 
inventor of the interlaced scanning system, now universally used. The Institute 
possesses one of the best equipped television experimental laboratories in the 
world, and it is here that students complete their courses under the personal 
supervision of Mr. Sanabria. 


A. T. Il. TELEVISION TRAINING AN UNPARALLELED VAL 


qualifies you during the first few months to B ; ! AMAZING OFFER 
take your RADIO TELEPHONE FIRST CLASS * ulletin .-* sh catinianinsals Steet: heigl: Oeaies 
GOVERNMENT LICENSE EXAMINATION » , quip = 


. . . , , 7/17/37. The Nation- American Television Institute 
and get into a good paying job in the radio 


: : . hae’ . al Resources Commit- Is not small, ordinary instruction equipme 
field while completing your television instruc- tee reported to Presi- but a full sized professional television |: 
tion. Many of our graduates are successful in oratory used for publie exhibitions with 
; ; : . dent Roosevelt that steel rack and panels nearly six feet hi 
radio and sound motion pictures. . paged y 
t h e most um portant two feet wide and eight inches de ep mount 


r M. B. Foster of Prairie Du Chien, Wis., writes: development work in on rubber tired casters: R.C.A. amplifier a 
“As a graduate of the class of 1936, I can highly Reutel modulator tubes throughout with A.T. 
recommend A. T. I. training with practical equip- television was com- giant photo-electric cells and 7”x21” ca 
ment. Since graduating, I am a technician with “ - Bf PEOoe ae ‘ 5 aie if ~ ‘ 
the Ampro Motion Picture Corp., making a good ple te d, and that only 
salary. I feel secure in knowing that I am able to the commercial ar- other parts to make a complete televisi 
do nearly anything in sound motion pictures or : ; ite , tH th 
radio now, and that I am ready for television.” rangements remain to transmitter na receiver Worn a 1Ousa 

dollars to one taking this training. All 

this is included with the A.T.I. course a 


is yours to keep. It is all amazingly low 





ode ray receiving tube, together with 


E. D. Carter of Bethany, Ohio, writes: “I spert be made to provide 
two years in college and have investigated other national television 
training in radio and the allied arts, and I have , , 
yet to find anything nearly so comprehensive as service, 
the A. T. I. training in television, which includes ss costs vou nothing to thoroughly investig: 
all any practical man needs to know about radio. z . “ P 
I have earned an average of $2,500 per year since This means trained this opportunity. You cannot afford to pi 
studying with Mr. Sanabria doing television and 


tele; hone work.” men must he ready. - we | BR lates ee " ate: 


Send Coupon Now. 


price and on termes rranged to suit you. 











THIS MAY MEAN YOUR FUTU 
IN TELEVISION — 


MAIL COUPON Jodaz 


We accept only applicants who can AMERICAN TELEVISION INSTITUT! 


piss the examinations on the first 433 E. Erie St., Chicago, Ill. 
, ° Gentlemen: Pl 
four lessons. We will actually send four fessons, wit 


inderst 


four lessons without cost or ob- 
ligation, so you may determine how 


\. T. L. training will benefit you, and 





equip you for a future in radio and 
television. Clip coupon at right, now, 
and mail it to us without delay! 





Weston Electrical Instrument Corp., 
599 Frelinghuysen Ave., Newark, N. J. 


Send full data on all Radio Instruments. 


Name 
Address 


City 


GET ALL THE FACTS—RETURN COUPON TODAY 





